> ? * 


of ſome others to Dræarn, &c. and all who have ſubſcribed the ues 


VINDICATION OF THE DECREES; Ke. 32 
a& Ae LE OY 
By the Rev. JOUN FLETCHER, 2 
Vicar or MaDb zr 


AutHoOR Of the CHEcks to AN TINOMIAN ISN. 


PLL LA ... 


„The [ab/c!ute]} predeftination of ſome to Litre: Kc. can- 
not be maintained without admitting the [ite] reprobation 


« faidarticle | the XVIT. in a calvinian ſenſe] are bound in novo, 
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1 . Pg Ap . 
INTRODUCTION. 


HEN the Author of Pieta- 1 took 
his temporary leave of me, in his Finiſtiag 
troke, he recommended to the public the book 
which I am going to anſwer, His recommendation 
runs thus: „ Whoſoever will conſult the Rev. Mr. 
Toplady's laſt publication, intitled, More Work for 
Mr. 7. Weſley, For, A Vindication of the Decrees, 
Sc.] will there find a ſull anſwer to all thoſe cavils 
which Papiſts, Socinians, Pelagians, Arminians, and 
| PerfeRioniſts bring againſt thoſe dottrines com- 
| monly called Calviniſt, as if they tended to promote 
licentiouſneſs, or to make o cruel, unjuſt, 
and unmerciful, and will ſee every une of their 
objeRions retorted upon themſelves in the moſt 
; maſterly manner.” Fin. Stroke, page 33. Soon 
after Mr. Hill had thus extolled Mr. Toplady's 
performance, I was informed that many of the Cal- 
: viniſts ſaid, that it was an unanſwerable defence of 
their doctrines. This raiſed in me a deſire to judge 
| for myſelf; and when I had read this admired book, 
I was fo far from being of Mr. Hill's ſentiment, 
| that I promiſed my readers to demonitrate, from 
that very book, the inconcluſiveneſs of the ſtrongeſt 
arguments, by which Calviniſm is ſupported. Mr, 
Hill, by une xpectedly entering the liſts again, cauſed 
me to delay the fulfilling of my promiſe, But 
now having completed my anſwer to his fiftitioug 
creeds, I haſten to complete alſo my Logica Gene- 
ven it. | 
Did I write a book entitled Charitas Genevenfis, I 
might eafily ſhew from Mr. Toplady's performance, 
| that © the doctrines of grace” [ſo called] are clofely 
connected with „ the doctrines of free wrath.” 
But if that gentleman, in his controverſial heat, 
has forgotten what he owed to Mr. Weſley and to 
himſelf, this is no reaſon why I ſhould forget the 
title of my book, which calls me to point out the bad 
A2 arguments 
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arguments of our opponents, and not their id humouv, 
If I abſurdly ſpent my time in paſſing a cenſure 
upon Mr., Toplady's ' ſpirit, he would with reaſon 
fay, as he does in the Introduction to his Hiſtorie 
proof, page 35, Aſter all, what has my pride or 
my humility to do with the argument in hand ? 
Whether I am haughty or meek, is of no more con- 
ſequence either to that; or to the public, than whe- 
ther I am tall or ſhort.” Beſides, having again and 
again, myſelf, requeſted our opponents not to wire- 


draw the controverſy, by perſonal reflections, but 


to weigh with candour the arguments which are 
offered, I ſhould. be inexculable if I did not ſet 
them the example. Should it be ſaid that Mr, Wef- 


ley's character, which Mr. Toplady has ſo ſeverely 


attacked, is at ſtake, and that I ought purpoſely to 


Rand up in his defence: Ireply, that the perſonal 
charges which Mr. Toplady interweaves with his 


arguments, have been already fully anſwered“ b 


Mr. Olivers; and that thele charges, being chiefly: | 


founded upon Mr. Toplady's logical miſtakes, they 
will, of their own accord, fall to the ground, 
as ſoon as the miſtakes on which they reſt ſhall be 
expoled, If Logica Genevenfis is diſarmed, Charitas 
Cenevenſis will not be able to keep the field, If 
5200 ſenſe takes the former priſoner, the latter will 

e obliged to ſurrender to god nature. Should this 
be the caſe, how great a bleſſing will our contro 
verſy prove to both parties! The conquerors ſhall: 
uered ſhall have the profit of retiring from the 
fold, with their judgments better informed, and: 
their tempers better regulated! May, the God of: 
truth and love grant, that if Mr, Toplady has the 
honour of producing the beſt arguments, I | for ene}; 
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have the glory of vindicating truth: and the con- 


may have the advantage of yielding to them! T 


be conquered by truth and love, is to prove con- 
que ror over our two greateſt enemies, error and in. 


Madeley, Ott. 1775. | J. FLETCHER; 5 
sdceè a Letter to the Rev. Mr. Toplady, by Mr. Olivers, | 
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ere | 
ly 2 Shewing that, upon the calvinian ſcheme, it is an 
ſonal indubitable truth, that ſome men ſhall be ſaved 
1 his do what they will, till the efficacious decree of 
* by | calvinian election neceſſitate them to repent and 
1iefly.* de ſaved: and that others ſhall be damned do 
they ! what they can, till the efhcacious decree of cal- 
** vinian reprobation necefitate them to draw back, 
oy en. and be damned. 

46: | ＋ H E doctrinal part of the controverſy between 
will Mr. Weſley and Mr. Toplady, may, in a greet 
this degree, be reduced to this queſtion : it God, from 
wy all eternity, abſolutely edetaxed a fixed number 
= of men [called the ele] to eternal life, and abſolutely 
A pre deſt inated a fixed number of men | called the re- 
and. Probate] to eternal death, does it not unavotdably 
of | follow, that The ele& ſhall be ſaved, do what 
the. | #hey will; andthat © The reprobate ſhall be damned, 
ne]; | do what they can;” Mr. Weſley thinks that the con- 
To } ſequence is undeniably true: Mr. Toplady ſays, 
n- | That it is abſolutely falſe, and charges Mr. Welle 
in. with “ coinin yes. —k 


blaſphemous propofilions,' 
« hatching b ol, » then fathering it on 


emy, 4 
others,” | page 7, 8.7 and, in a note upon the word 
blaſ/phemous, he ſays, © This epithet is not too 
ſtrong. To ſay that any ſhall be /aved do what 
they will; and won. damned do what they can, is, 
| 3 in 
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in the ft 
of God; and, in the ſecond, blaſphemy againſt 


godlineſs: and again, p. 34, after repeating the 1 y 


inſtance, blaſphemy againſt the holineſs 
is 


latter clauſe of the conſequence; viz. The re- 
probate Jour be damned, do what they can,” he ex- 

imſelf thus: © One would imagine, that none | 
but a reprobate could be capable of advancing a ac 


preſſes 


poſition ſo execrably ſhocking. Surely it muſt * 
have coſt even Mr. Wefley much, both of time 
and pains, to invent the idea, &c. Few men's in- 
vention ever ſunk deeper into the deſpicable, 
launched wider into the horrid, and went farther 
in the prophane. The ſatanic guilt of the perſon, | 


who could excogitate, and publiſh to the world, a 
poſition like that, baffles all 


power of deſcription, ' 


and is only to be exceeded (if exceedable) by the 
ſatanic ſhameleſineſs which dares to lay the black 
poſition at the door of other men.—Let us exa- 
mine, whether any thing, occurring in Zanchius, 
furniſh this wretched defamer with 
materials for a deduction ſo truly infernal.” Agree- 
ably to theſe /þ:7:ted complaints, Mr. Toplady calls 
his book, not only © More Work for Mr. J. Weſ- 
ley,” but alſo A Vindication of the Decrees 
and Providence of God, from the defamations of a2 


could juſtly 


late printed paper entitled, The conſequence ' 
| I fide wih Mr. Weſley for the conſe- 
quence; guarding it againſt cavils by a clauſe, 


proved,” 


which his love for brevity made him think needleſs, 
And the guarded confequence, which I undertake 
to defend, runs thus: from the doQtrine of the ab- 
ſolute and unconditional! predeſtination of fome 
men to eternal life, and of all others to eternal 
death, it neceſſarily follows, that ſome men ſhall be 
ſaved do what they will, till the abſolute and ęffica- 
cious decree of eleflion actually neceſfitate them to 
obey, and be ſaved; and that all the reſt of man- 
kind ſhall be damned, do what they 


abſolute and efficactous decree of reprobation nece/« 


An 


fitate them to fin, and be damned. 


can, till the 
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An illuſtration will, at once, ſhew the juſtneſs, 
$ {of this conſequence, to the unprejudiced reader. 
the Fifty fiſhes ſport in a muddy pond, here they 
have received liſe. The ſkilful and almighty Propri- 
etor of the pond has abſolutely decreed, that ten of 
7 theſe fiſhes properly marked with a ſhining mark, 
called Election, ſhall abſolutely be caught in a cer- 


CY tain net, called .a goſpel-net,,, on a certain day, 


called“ the day of his power;” and that they ſhall, 
every one, be caſt. into a delightful river, where he 
bas engaged himſelf, by an eternal covenant of par- 
ticular redemption, to bring them without fail, 
The fame omnipotent Proprietor of the pond has 


likewiſe abſolutely decreed, that all the reſt of the 


n, { fiſhes, namely forty, which are properly diſtinguiſhed 


by a black mark, called Reprobation, ſhall never be 


caught in, the goſpel-net; or that, if they are in- 
tangled ir. it at any time, they ſhall always be drawn 
out of it, and ſo ſhall neceſſarily continue in the 
muddy pond, till on a certain day, called the day 


of his wrath, he ſhall {weep the pond with a cer-. 
tain net, called a /aw-net, catch them all, and caſt. 


them into a lake of fiie and brimſtone, which he. 
has engaged himſelf, by an everlaſting covenaat of 
non-redemption,. to bring them all without fail, 


that they may anſwer the end of their predeſtina- 


tion to death, which is to ſhew theggoodneſs of 
his law-net, and to deſtroy them eh Having been 
bred in the muddy pond, and not for having been 
caught in the 3 The owner of the pond 
is wife, as well as powerful, He knows, that, ab- 
ſolutely to /ecure the end to which his fiſhes are ab- 


{olutely predeſtinated, he muſt alſo abſolutely /ecure 


the means, which conduce to that end: and there. 
fore, that none may eſcape their happy, ar. their 
unfortunate predeſtination, he keeps night and day 
bis hold of them all, by a ſtrong hook, called ne- 


z/fity, and by an inviſible line, called divine decrees. 
By means of this line and hook it happens, that, 


if the fiſhes, which bear the mark of election, are 


ever 
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9 ANSWER To Ms, TOPLADY. 


ever ſo loth to come into the goſpel-net, or to flay : 0 


therein, they are always drawn into it in a day of 
powerful love; and if the fiſhes which bear the mark 


of reprobation, are, for a time, ever ſo deſirous to f 


wrap themſelves in the goſpel-net, they are always 
drawn out of it in the day of powerful wrath. : 
For, though the fiſhes /cem to ſwim ever ſo freely, 
yet their motions are all abſolutely fixed by the 
owner of the pond, and determined by means of 


the above-mentioned line and hook. Ik this is the 


Caſe, bk Weſley, ten fiſhes ſhall go into the 
delightful river, let them do what they will, let 
them plunge in the mud of their pond ever fo 
briſkly, or leap towards the lake of fire ever ſo 
often, while they have any liberty to plung or to 
leap. And all the reſt of the fiſhes, forty in num- 


ber, ſhall go into the lake of fire, let them do wha? | J, 


they can, let them involve themſelves ever ſo long 
in the goſpel-net, and leap ever ſo often towards 
the fine river, before they are abſolutely neceſſitated 
to go, through the mud of their own pond, into 
the ſulphurous pool. The conſequence is undeni- 
able, and I make no doubt dut all unprejudiced 
perſons ſee it as well as myſelf: as ſure as 
two and two make four, or if you pleaſe, as ſure as 
ten and forty make fifty, ſo ſure ten fiſhes ſhall be 
finally caught in the goſpel-net, and /orty in the 
law-net. 
Should Mr. Toplady ſay, that this is only an i]. 
luſtration, I drop it, and roundly aſſert, that if two 
men, ſuppoſe Solomon and Abſalom, are ab/olutely 
redeſtinated to eternal life; while two other men 
[ſuppoſe Mr. Baxter and Mr. Weſley] are abſo- 
utely predeſtinated to eternal death: the two ele& 
ſhall be faved do what they will, and the two re- 
robate ſhall be damned do what they can. That 
is, let Solomon and Abſalom worſhip the abomi- 
nation of the Zidonians, and of the Moabites, in 
ever ſo public a manner; let them, for years, in- 
dulge themſelves with heatheniſh women OE 
„„ Uo rom 


| ANSWER'To Mr, TOPLADY. H. 
om all countries: if they have a mind, let them 
murder their brothers, defile their ſiſters, and imi- 
tate the inceſluous Corinthian, who: took his own 


to fatlier's wife: yet, they can never really endanger 
ys their finiſhed ſalvation. - The indelible mark of un- 
h. conditional election to life is upon them: and forci- 
y, ble, victorious grace ſhall, in their laſt moments, it 
he not before, draw them irreſiſtibly and infallibly 
of from iniquity to repentance. Death ſhall unavoid- 


ne ably make an end of their 2ndwelling fin; and to 
1e heaven they ſhall unavoidably go. On the other 
et hand, let a Baxter, and a Weſley, aſtoniſh the 
ſo world by their miniſterial labours: let them write, 
ſo | ſpeak, and live in ſuch a manner, as to ſtem the 
o torrent of iniquity, and turn. thouſands to righte- 
1- } ouſneſs :; with St., Paul let them take up their croſs 
„ daily, and preach and pray; not only with tears; 
g but © with the demonſtration of the ſpirit of 
3 ur ; let unwearied patience, and matchleſs di- 
d igence carry them with increaſing fortitude through 
o all the perſecutions, dangers, . and trials, which they 
= meet with from the men of the world, and from 
d 3 falſe brethren : let them hold on in this wonderful 
s way to their dying day; yet [if the indelible mark 
s hof unconditional reprobation to death is upon them 
e gneceſſitating, victorious wrath, ſball, in their laſt 
e moments, if not before, make them necęſſarihy turn 
from righteouſneſs, and unavoidably draw back to 
- perdition: ſo ſhall they be fitted for the lake of fixe, 
3 the end to which [if God calviniſtically paſſed. 
them by] they were abſolutely ordained through the 
I predeſtinated medium of remedile/5 ſin and final 
, # apollacy. (RENE, wo „ „ wo off 
#3 This is the true ſtate of the caſe: to ſpend time 
in proving it, would be offering the judicious rea- 
der as great an inſult, as if I detained him to prove, 
I that the north is oppoſed to the /outh: But what 
| does Mr, Toplady ſay againſt this conſequence, 
%% Calviniſm is true, the reprobate ſhall be cane 
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though y ſhould all do their beſt to be faved, | 


upon his inattentive readers, I beg leave to point 
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do what they can?” He advances the ſollowing 
warm argument. | ; Je 

ARGUMENT I. page 55, * Can Mr. Weſley Feen. 
produce a ſingle inflance ot any one man, who did * 
all he could to be ſaved, and yet was loſt? If he gun 
can, let him tell us who that man was, where he & . 
lived, when he died, what he did, and how it came 
to paſs he laboured in vain.— If he cannot, let him 
either retract his conſequences, or continue to be 
poſted for a ſhameleſs traducer.” " 

I anſwer: 1. To require Mr. Wefley to ſhew a *& 
man who did all he could, and yet was loſt, is re. 
quiring him to prove that calvinian reprobation is ? 
true ;---a thing this, which he can no more do, 
than he can prove that God is falſe. Mr. Weſtey ' 
never faid, that any man was damned after _ 1 
his beſt to be ſaved: he only ſays, that, i Call- 


viniſm ir true, the reprobates ſhall all be damned, 


till the efficacious decree of their abſolute repro- 
bation neceſſitates them to draw back and be ' 
damned. | | 
2. As Mr. Toplady's bold requeſt may impoſe 


out its abſurdity by a ſhort illuſtration, Mr. Weſ⸗ 
ley ſays, ** if there is a mountain of gold, it is 
Heavier than a handful of feathers,” and his conſe. 
quence paſſes for true in England: but a gentle- 
man, who teaches logic in myſtic Geneva, thinks 
that it is abſolutely falſe, and that Mr. Wefley's 
„ forehead muſt be petrified, and quite a to 
8 bluſk” for advancing it. Can Mr. Weſley, ſays 
he, ſhew us a mountain of gold which is really 
heavier than a handful of feathers? If he can, 
Jet him tell us what mountain it is, where it lies, 
in what latitude, how high it is, and who did ever 
aſcend to the top of it-..If he cannot, let him 
either retract his conſequences, or continue to be 
poſted for a /hamele/s traducer. | 


Equally 


COLTS as 
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Equally concluſive is Mr. Toplady's challenge! 
8 By ich — arguments as t —4 thouſands of 
profeſſors are bound to the chariot-wheels of modern 
. erthodoxy, and blindly follow the warm men, who 
ive as furiouſly over a part of the body of ſcripture- 
tivinity, as the Son of Nimſhi did over the body 


= i curſed Jezebel. 
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2 SECTION Il. 

i" Calviniſm upon its Legs, or a full view of the 
7 arguments by which Mr. Toplady attempts to 
/ ! reconcile Calviniſm with God's holtne/s ; = a 
7 } Note upon a letter to an Arminian teacher. 

" IQENSIBLE that Calviniſm can never rank 
7 » among the doctrines of koline/s, if ** the eleft 
hall be ſaved do what they will,” and if the “ re- 


probate ſhall be damned do what they can ;” Mr. 
Toplady tries to throw off, from hes doftrines of 
grace, the deadly weight of Mr. Weſley's conſe- 
quence, In order to this he proves that Calviniſm 
*en/ures the holtne/s of the elect, as the neceſl, 
means of their predeflinated ſalvation : but he is 
too judicious to tell us that it enſures alſo the 
"wickedneſs of the reprobate, as the neceſary means 
ok their predeſtinated damnation. To make us in love 
with his orthodoxy, he preſents her to our view with 
one leg, on which ſhe contrives to ſtand, by art- 
fully leaning upon her faithful maid, Logica Gene- 
Zvenſes, Her other leg is prudently kept out of 
+ light, ſo long at the trial about her holine/5 laſts. 
This deſerves explanation. 

The moſt diſtinguiſhing and fundamental doc- 
trines of Calviniſm are two and therefore they 
may with propriety be called the legs of that doc- 
icinal ſyſtem, The At of theſe fundamental docs 

trines 
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trines, is che perſonal, unconditional, abſolute pre. 
deſiination, or eleclion of ſome men to eternal life; 


and the //econd is the perſonal, unconditional, ab- 


ſolute predeſiination or reprobation of ſome men 
to eternal death. Nor can- Mr. Toplady find fault 
with my making his dottrine of grace ſtand upon 
her legs, caloinian election and calvinian reproba- 
tion for ſuppoſing that our church ſpeaks, in her 
17th article, of calvinian, abſolute predeſtination 
to eternal life, he ſays himſelf, in his Hiſtoric 
proof, Page 574, © The, prede/immation, of ſome to 
life, a | | 

tained without admitting the reprobation * of ſome 
Others to death, &c. and all who have ſubſcribed to 

f | the 

Our opponents are gfeatly embarraſſed about the doctrine of 


abſolute, unconditional reprobation : though in a happy moment, 


where candor prevailed over ame, Mr. Toplady ſtood up fo 


boldly for calvinian reprobation: the reader, as he goes an, 


will ſmile, when he ſees the variegated wiſdom, with which 
that gentleman diſguiſes, exculpates, or conceals, what he ſo 


rationally and ſo candidly grants here. 

© The truth is, that es ſcriptural election is neceſſarily attended 
with an anſwerable reprobation ; ſo abſolute calvinian election 
unavoidably drags after it abſolute calvinian reprobation :—a 
black reprobation this, which neceſſitates all who are perſonally 
written in the book of death to ſin on and be damned. - But 


ſome Calviniſts are afraid to ſee this doQtrine, and well they 


may, for it is horrible: others are a/hamed to acknowledge it: 
and not a few, for want of rational fight; and with the right 
leg of their ſyſtem they unmercifully kick the t. Among 
the perſons who are guilty of this abſurd conduft, we may 


rank the author of A Letter to an Arminian teacher ; an imper- 


fe& copy of which appeared in The Goſpel Magazine of Au- 
guſt, 1775, under the following title, A Predeſtinarian's real 
thoughts on Election and Reprobation, &c. This writer is fo in- 
conliſtent, as to attempt cutting off the 4 leg of Calviniſm. 
He, at firſt, gives up reprobation. “ The word reprobation” 
[ſays he] “ is never mentioned in all the ſcripture” [no more 
is the word predęſtination] nor is the ſcriptural word © re- 
Fare ever mentioned as the conſequence of election, or as 


its] oppoſite.” —This is a great miſtake, as appears from the 


two firſt pafſages quoted by this author, Jer. vi. go. and Rom, 
i. 28. where reprobate filver is evidently oppoſed to choice 
filver, and where a reprobate mind is indubitably * to 
the 


erted in the 17th article, cannot be main- 


ANSWER To Ma. TOPLADY. 13 


the ſaid article, are bound in honour, conſcience, and 
{aw to defend reprobalion, were it only to keep the 
17th article,” = rather, the calvinian ſenſe which 
Mr. Toplady fixes to that article] “ upon its legs.” 
Agreeably 


the mind which is after God's own heart—1, e. to the mind 
which God approves and chuſes to crown with evangelical 
praiſes and rewards. Our author goes on: 3 

% There is no immediate conneCtion between election to ſal- 
vation and reprobation to damnation.“ What an argument is 
this! Did we ever ſay that there is any immediate connection 
between two things, which are as contrary as Chriſt and Belial? 
—Oh ! but we mean that“ they have no neceſſary dependance 
on each other.” The queſtion is not whether they have a 
neceſſary dependance on each other e but whether they have 
not a * oppoſition to each other; and that they have, is 
as clear as that Jig At is oppoſed to darkne/s.—** They proceed 
from very different cauſes.” —True : for election proceeds from 
Free- grace, and calvinian reprobation from free-wrath —“ The 
ſole cauſe of election is God's free love, &c. The ſole cauſe of 
damnation is only fin.” —Our author wants candor or attention. 
Had he argued like a candid logician, he would have ſaid, 
«© The ſole cauſe of the reprobation which ends in unavoidable 
damnation is only fin :” but if he had fairly argued thus, he 
would have given up Calviniſm, which {tands or falls with 
abſolute reprobation; and therefore, he thought proper to 
ſubſtitute the word damnation for the word reprobation, which 
the argument abſolutely requires. Theſe tricks may paſs in 
Geneva; but in England they appear inconſiſtent with fair 
reaſoning. It is a common ſtratagem of the Calvinifls to ſay, 
% Electioa depends upon God's love only, but damnation de- 
pends upon our fn only :” break the thin ſhell of this ſophiſm, 
and you will find this bitter kernel; “ God's dil 1nguiſhing 
love elects ſome to unavoidable holineſs and fiuiſhed ſalvation ;; 
and his diſtinguiſhing wrath reprcbates all the reſt of mankind 
to remedileſs fin and eternal damnstion.“ For, the mo- 
ment the fin of reprobates is neceſſary, remedile is, and en— 
ſured by the decrce of the means, it follows, that abſolute re- 
probation to neceflaxy remedileſs fin, is the ſame thing as ab- 
ſolute reprobation to eternal damnation ; becauſe ſuch a dam- 
nation is the unavoidable conſequence of remedileſs ſin, 

When the letter-writer has abſurdiy denicd calvinian re rc- 
bation, he inſinuates, p. 5, that * everlaſting torments,” ard 
© being unavoidably damned,” are not the neceſſary conle- 
quences of the decree of calvinian election: © nor ſays he] 
can they be fairly deduced from the decree of reprobation.” — 
So now, the ſeciet is 2 | Our author, after denying re pro- 


bation, 


__ —_ _-- 


N 
* 


22 
* 
- 


. e 


. OY * : 


burnt, at Chairing-croſs, by the common hangman, on an 


| tion'* [i. e. the damnation] „of the reprobate is neceſſary 
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Agreeably to Mr. Toplady's charge, Calviniſm 
ſhall ſtand zpor 2ts legs. He takes care to ſhow 1 
the rig lit leg, in order to vindicate God's holineſs 
upon the calvinian plan; and I ſhall ſet forth the 
left leg, in order to ſhow that the honour of God's 
holineſs is as incompatible with Calviniſm, as light 
with darkneſs. Mr. Toplady's arguments are pro- 


bation, informs us that there is a calvinian decree of reprobation. 
But if there is ſuch a decree, why did he oppoſe it, p. 2? 
And if there is no ſuch decree, why does he mention it, p. 5 ; 
where he hints that enſured damnation cannot be fairly de- 
duced from it? Now, if he, or any Calviniſt in the world, 
can prove that, upon the calvinian plan, among the thou- 
ſands of Calvin's reprobates, who are yet in their mother's 
wombs, one of them can, any how, avoid finiſhed damnation, 
I ſolemnly engage myſelf before the public, to get my Checks 


day which Mr. Hill, Mr. Toplady, and Mr. M*Gowan will 
pleaſe to appoint. But if the Calviniſts cannot do this, and 
if the calvinian decree of reprobation enſures the neceſſary, 
remedileſs ſin, and the unavoidable, finiſhed damnation of one 
and all the reprobates of Calvin, born er unborn ; Mr. M. Go- 
wan, and Dr. Gill, whom he quotes, inſult common ſenſe, 
when they intimate, that enſured damnation “' cannot be fairly 
deduced from the decree of reprobation.? How much leſs 
candid are the letter-writer and Dr. Gill, than Mr. Toplady 
and Zanchius, who fairly tell us, p. 75, The condemna- 


and irreſiſtible 1 “ 
The letter-writer tells us, p. 6, „what enſures holineſs, 
muſt enſure glory; election“ Ci. e. calvinian election] doth 
ſo, and glory muſt follow.” This is the right leg of Calviniſm: 
let her ſtand upon the left leg, and you have this © duftrine of 
grace :”] What enſures remedileſs fin muſt enſure damnation ; 
calvinian reprobation doth fo, and damnation muſt follow. I 
would as ſoon bow to Dagon, as to this doctrine of remedileſs 
fin and enſured wickedneſs. O ye controverſial writers of the 
Goſpel Magazine! if you will confirm © Arminian teachers“ 
in their attachment to the holy election and righteous repro- 
bation preached by St. Paul, and their deteſtation for the an- 
tinomian election and barbarous reprobauon which ſupport 
our doctrinal peculiarities, only vindicate your elechion as 
inconſiſtently as Mr. M*Gowan, and your reprobation as openly 
as Mr. Toplady, [See two other notes on the ſame perform. 
ance ; the one under the Arg. xxxylli, and the other under 


the Arg. Ixxii.] SO! 
uc 


how 
neſs 


ANSWER To MR. TOPLADY. 


ſm duced under No. 1, with the number of the page 
Zin his book, where he advances them. 


Z polite column, under No. 2, the reader will find 


E 


In the op- 


the my An/wer, which is nothing but Mr. Toplady's 
>d's on arguments, retorted in ſuch a manner as to de- 
ght fend the ſecond goſpel-axiom, which Calviniſm 
ro- entirely overthrows : No. 1, diſplays the unguarded 
manner in which Mr, Toplady defends the firſt 


on. 
2 5 
53 
dee 
1d, 
ou- 
I's 
on, 


cks 


e md og 


, 's g 
1 


1 
75 
) 


oſpel axtom. To form No. 2, 1 only make his 
arguments ſtand upon the other leg, and by this 


ſimple method I ſhew the lameneſs of Calviniin, 


ani the infamy which ſhe 
neſs and goodneſs, under 
theſe adorable attributes, 


The right leg of Calvi- | 
niſm, or the calvinian 
doctrine of election 

and neceſſary holineſs, | 
page 


ARG. II. No. 1. 
17.] I affirm with _ 
ture, that they | the eled | 
cannot be /aved with- 
out ſanctiſication and obe- 
dience. 
ſalvation precarious: for, 
the very decree of elec- 
tion, by which they were 
nominated and ordained 
to eternal %, ordained 
their intermediate r7e- 
newal after the image 
of God, in righteouſneſs 
and true kolzne/s. Nay, 
that renewal is itſelf the 
dawn and beginning of 
actual /alvation, 


Yet is not their | 


pours upon God's ho!:- 
fair ſhows ok regard for 


The left leg of Caiviniſm, 
or the calvinian doc- 
trine of reprobation 
and neceſſary wicked- 
nels. | 
ANSWER. No. 2. at- 

firm with Calvinſm, that 
the reprobates cannot be 
damned without wicked- 
neſs and diſobedience. Yet 
is not their damnation 
precarious: for, that very 
decree of reprobation, by 
| which they were nomi- 
nated and ordained to 
eternal death, ordained 
their intermediate con— 
| formity to the image of 
the devil, in ſin and true 
| wickedneſs. Nay, that 
conformity is itlelf the 
dawn and beginning of 
actual damnation, 


Right 
B 


| | Left 


Right Leg. 


Ac. III. No. 1. [page 
17.] The eledt could no 
more be /aved without 
perſonal holine/s, than 
they could be /aved with- 
out 
And why? becaufe God's 
_ own decree ſecures the 
means as well as the end, 
and accompliſhes the end 
by the means. The ſame 
gratuitous predeſtination, 
which ordained the ex- 
iſtence of the eled, as 
men ; ordained their pu- 


T1ficatton, as ſaints: and 


they were ordained to 
both, in order to their 
being finally and com- 


pletely /aved in Chriſt 


with eternal g/ery.“ 
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perſonal exiſtence. | 


| 


Left Leg. 


nal zwzckedneſs, than they 
could be damned without 


why becauſe God's own 
decree ſecures the means 
| as well as the end, and 
| accompliſhes the end by 
the means, The lame 
gratuitous predeſtination 
which ordained the ex- 
iſtence of the reprobates, 
as men; ordained their 
pullution, as ſenners: and 
they were ordained to 
both, in order to their 
being finally and com- 
pletely damned in Adam 
with eternal ſhame. | 


* 


Before 1 produce the next argument, I think it 
is proper to obſerve, that the cledtion of grace, 


which St. Paul defends, 


is not, as Calvin ſuppoſes 


an ab/olute election to eternal life, through nece/- 
fitated holineſs; an election to this, which, in the 


very nature of things, d 


rags after it an ab/olute re- 


robation to eternal death, through remedzle/s (in. 


But the Apoſtle means a 


privileges of the beſt covenant of peculiarity, 


gratuitous election to the 


a moſt gracious covenant this, which is known un- 


der the name of chriſtian 


or ſimply the goſpel, by 


uy, —the goſpel of Chriſt, 


way of eminence, For, 


as by a partial election of diſtinguiſhing favour, 


the 
people, [at which time 


Jews were once choſen to be God's peculiar 


the Gentiles were repro- 
bated 
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reprobates could no more 
be damned without perſo- 


perſonal exiſtence. And 


to be holy in all manner of converſation, 
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Wbated, with reſpe&t to Jewiſh privileges; being 
left under the inferior goſpel diſpenſation of re- 
prieved Adam, and ſpared Noah, ] ſo, when the 
Jes provoked God to reject them. from being his 
& peculiar people, he elected the Gentiles, to whom 


he ſent the goſpel of Chriſt : he elected them, 1 ſay, 


and called them to believe this precious goſpel, and 
28 
becomes chriſlians. But, far from abſolutely elect- 
ing theſe Gentiles to eternal ſalvation, through un- 


TZ avoidable holineſs calviniſtically impoſed upon them, 


he charged them by his meſſengers to make their 
CHISTIAN calling and election ſure, leſt they 


ſhould be cut off, as the Jews had been, for not 


making their JEWISH calling and election ſure. 
In ſhort the election of grace mentioned in the 
ſcriptures, is a gratuitous election to run the chi- 
tian race with Paul, Peter, and James; rather than 
the jew?/hi, race with Moſes, David, and Daniel; 
or the race of gentil;/m with Adam, Enoch, and 
Noah. It is a gractous election, which implies no 
mercileſs abſolute reprobation of the relt of man- 
kind. And the Calviniſts are greatly miſtaken, 
when they confound , election, with our judtcral 
election to receive the crown of lite, a rewarding 
crown this, the receiving of which depends, (1) 
On the grace of God, in Chriſt, and {2) On the 
voluntary obedience of faich; and will be judicially 
beſtowed according to the impartiality of juſtice; 
and not according to the partzaltty of grace. This 
will be demonſtrated in an“ Eſſay on the election 


of grace, and the election of ju/{:ce,” where the 


reader will fee the #rue meaning of the paſſages, 
which Mr. Toplady has ſo plaulibly preſſed into 
the ſervice of the following arguments. 


Right Leg. | Left Leg. 
ARC. IV. No. 1.[page [| AN SsWER. No. 2. God 
18.] © God the Father | the Father hath repro. 


bath choſen us in Chrzft, | bated us in Adam, before 


before the 
B 3 
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| the foundation of the 


before the foundation 
of the world, that we 
ſhould [not © be /aved, 


do what we will;“ but 


be holy and without blame 
before him in love, Eph. 
i. 4 Eledtion is always 
followed by regeneration, 
and regeneralion is the 
ſource of all good works.“ 


Right Leg. 

ARG. V. No. 1. [page 
18. |* We [the elect ] are 
his ſubſequent work. 
manſhip, created anew 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good works, which God 
hath fore-ordarned, that 
we ſhould walk in them. 
Conſequently it does not 
follow from the dott: ine 
of abſolute predeſtina- 
tion, that ** the eledt ſhall 
be /aved, do what they 
will.” On the contrary, 
they are choſen as much 
to holineſs as to heaven; 
and are fore-ordained to 
walk in good works, by 
virtue of their eleckion 
from eternity, and of 
their converſion in time.“ 


Right Leg. 
ARG. VI. No. 1. | page 
18, 19-] © Vet again, God 
hath trom the beginning 


[i. e. from everlaſting, 


&.] 


1 


| 


world, that we ſhould 8 
not be damned, do what ti 
we will; but be unholy 
and full of blame before 
him in malice. Reproba- 
tion is always followed i 


by apoſtacy; and @ of. | 


facy is the ſource of all | 
| bad works, g 


Left Leg. 
ANSsWER. No. 2. We 
oy Reprobates | are his 
, ſubſequent workmanſhip, | 


created a new in Adam 
. unto bad works, which 
God hath fore-ordained, 
that we (ſhould walk in 
them. Conſequently it 
does not follow from the 
doctrine of abſolute pre- 
| deſlination, that“ the re- 
probates ſhall be damned, 
do what they will.” On 


| the contrary, they are 


reprobated as much io 
. wickedneſs as to hel', and 
are fore-ordained to walk 
in bad works, by virtue 
of their reprobation from 

eternity, and of their per- 


| 


| verſion in time. 


Left Leg. 
No. II. AN SWER. Yet 
again, God hath from the 
beginning, i. e. from 
everlaſtingreprobated you 


. 
* 

' 4B 

* © 


c.] © Choſen you to 
Salvation through /anc- 
W# fication of the ſpirit, 
and belief of the truth; 
W 2 Theſl. ii. 13. All 
therefore, who are cho/en 
to /alvation, are no lels 
unalterably deſtined to 
= holineſs and faith in the 
mean while. And, if fo, 
it is giving God himſelf 
the lie to ſay, that the 
elect ſhall be ſaved, do 
what they will.““ For the 
ele, like the bleſſed per- 
ſon who redeemed them, 
come into the world not 
to do their own will, but 
the will of him that ſent 
them: and this is the 
will of God concerning 
them, even their /andti- 
ficatton. Hence they are 
expreſsly ſaid to be eled? 
unto obedience. Not in- 
deed choſen becauſe of 
obedience, but choſen un- 
to it : for works are not 
the foundation of grace, 
but ſtreams flowing from 
it. Election does not 
depend upon hotneſs, but 
holineſs depends upon 
election. So far, there- 
fore, is predeſtination 
from being ſubverfive of 
good works; that predeſ-. 
tination is the primary 
cauſe of all the good 

8 works, 
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19 
| to damnation through pol. 
lution of the ſpirit, and 
diſbelief of the truth, 
All, therefore, who are 
reprobated to damnation, 
are no leſs unalterably 
deſtined to wrckedne/s 
and unbelie in the mean 
while. And, if ſo, it is 
giving God himſelf the 
lie to ſay, that © the re- 
probate ſhall be damned 
| do what they will.” For 
the OR, like the 
bleſſed perſon who re- 
edted them, come into 
the world not to do their 
own will, but the will 
of him that ſent them; 
and this is the will of 
God concerning them, 
even their wickedne/s. 
Hence they are expreſsly 
{aid to be reprobated un- 
to diſobedience. Not in- 
deed reprobated becauſe 
of diſobedience, but re- 
| probated unto it: for 
works are not the foun- 
dation of wrath, but 
ſtreams flowing from it. 
Reprebation does not de- 
pend upon wzwckedne/s, 
but wickedneſs depends 
upon reprobation. So 
far, therefore, is predeſ- 
tination from being ſub- 
| veifive of bad works; 
that predeſtination to 

death 


U 
Pals 
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works, which have been | death is the primary cauſe 
and ſhall be wrought, | of all the bad works, 
from the beginning to | which have been and 
the end of time,” _ | ſhall be wrought, from 


the beginning to the end 
| of time, 


Dreadfully crooked as the 4% leg of Mr. Top- 
lady's ſyſtem is, it perfectly agrees with the r7ght 
leg: 1, e, With his crooked ellen, and his bandy 
predeſtination. He may deny it as abſolutely as 
priſoners at the bar deny what is laid to their 
charge: but their denial goes for nothing: the wit- 
neſſes are called in, and I produce two, who are 
capital, and to whom I ſuppoſe Mr. Toplady will 
hardly object. The firſt is Zanchius, and the, ſe- 
cond is his ingenious tranſlator, who ſays in his 
tranſlation, p. 30, He ſ man] fell in conſequence 
of the divine decree.“ —Obſerv. p. 7. What- 
ever comes to paſs, comes to paſs by virtue of this 
abſolute, omnipotent will of God,” —*+ Whatever 
things come to paſs, come to paſs neceſſarily,” — 
Ibid. © Whatever man does, he does neceſſarily.” 
Page 13. All things turn out according to 
divine predeſtination; not only the works we do 
outwardly, but even the thoughts we think inward- 
ly.—P. 7. The will of God is the primary and 


ſupreme cau/e of all things—P. 11. The /o cau/e 


why ſome are ſaved and others periſh, proceeds 
from his willing the ſalvation of the former, and 
and the perdition of the latter.“ — P. 15. We can 
only do what God from eternity uildled and fore- 
knew we ſhould.—P. 7. No Free- will of the crea- 
ture can reſiſt the will of God.— P. 19. The pur- 
poſe or decree of God ſignifies his everlaſting ap- 
pointment of ſome men to life, and of others to 


death: which appointment flows entirely from is 


own free and ſovereign witl.—P. 57, If between 
the elect and the reprobate, there was not a great 


gulph fixed, ſo that neither can be Mr on 
they 
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1 they are, then the will of God (which is the alone 
„ arauſe why ſome are choſen and others not) would 
nd be rendered of no effect.—P. 56. Nor would his 


word be true with regard to the non-elett, if it 
vas poſſible for them to be ſaved. —P. 15. The 
condemnation of the reprobate 1s hg, farts and ir- 
re/itable.P. 25. God worketh all things in all 
men, even wickedne/s in the wicked.“ 

On theſe propoſitions [the moſt unguarded words 
of which I have produced in capital] I reſt the 
let leg of Calviniſm ; and taking my leave of the 
tranſlation of Zanchius, I return to the Vindica- 
tion of the Decrees,” and continue to make Mr. 
Toplady's doctrine of grace ſtand © on its legs,” 
that is, on ab/olute reprobation to death, as well as 

on abſolute election to life. 


Right Leg. | Left Leg. | 
+ AKC Nt; No. 2: ANSWER. No. 2. Rea- 
page 19] Reaſon alſo | ſon alſo alſo joins with 
Joins with ſcripture, in | fcripture, in aſſerting the 
aſſerting the 1ndiſpen- | indiſpenſible neceſſity of 
XZ ſible neceſſity of ni wickedneſs, upon the 
= ficatton upon the foot- | footing of the moſt ab- 
ing of the moſt abſolute | ſolute and irre ſpective 
and irreſpective election: reprobation : or, in other 
or in other words, that | words, that the certainty 
the certainty of the end | of the end does not 
does not ſuperſede, but | ſuperſede, but enſure 
enſure the intervention | the intervention of the 
of the means.” | means. 


—— 


Right Leg. 1 Leſt Leg. 

ARG. VIII. No. 1. ANSWER. No. 2. It 
[Page 21, 22,] * It was | was neceſſary that, as 
neceſſary, that, as fin- | unholy, they | the repro- 
ners, they [the ele] | bate] ſhould not only be 
® ſhould not only be re- appointed to puniſhment, 
= probated from puniſh- | and entitled to hell; but 
3 _— endued 


22 
ment, and entitled to 
heaven; but endued 


moreover with an in- 
ternal meetneſs for that 
inheritance,-- -- This 
internal meetneſs for Bea. 
ven can only be wrought 
by the reſtoring agenc 
of God the Holy bolt, 
who gracuuuſly engaged 
and took upon himſelf, 
in the covenant of peace, 
to renew and andy ai: 
the ele people of God; 
ſaying, I wil! put my law 
in their minds. Ele 

Sc. through [andlifica- 
tion of the ſpirit unto 
obedience.---Elefion, tho? 
produtiive of good works, 
is not founded upon 
them: on the contrary, 
they are one of the glo- 
rious ends, to which 
they are choſen. Saints 
do not bear the root, but 
the root them, Elect 
unto obedience. They 
who have been elected. 
Sc. ſhall experience the 
Holy Spirit's ſandifica- 
tion, in beginning, ad- 
vancing, and ling 
the work of grace in 
their ſouls. he eled, 
Sc. are made to obey 


the commandments of 
| God, and 


Chriſt, &c. I ſaid, made 
to obey, Here perhaps 
the 
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to imitate | 


| endued moreover with ane u 
internal meetneſs for tha ay 
inheritance. This in- hen 
| ternal meetneſs for khe/l nw 
can only be wrought by nad 
the perverting agency of WF C 
| {the Manichean] Gop,} 

the unholy ghoſt, who 
officioufly engaged, and 
took upon himſelt in the 
| covenant of wrath, toil 
pervert and defile all the 
reprobate people of God, 
laying, I will put my law 
in their minds. -—— Ne- 
probate, Sc. through pol- 
lution of the ſpirit unto | 


6 


— 


diſobedience. Repro- "a 
bation, though produce a 
ive of bad works is not Har 
| founded upon them: on MA 
the contrary, they are WT 
one of the ing lorious Mi. 
ends, to which they are n 
reprobated. Sinners do 9 
| not bear the 700t, but f 
| the root them. Repro- q 
bate unto diſobedience, WM | 
They who have been 
reprobated, Oc. ſhall ex* i 
| perience the wicked ſpi- 
| rit's pollution, in begin- 
ning, advancing, and 
pertefting the work of 


| jn in their ſouls — 
| The reprobates, &c. are 
| made to diſobey the Þ} 
commandments of God., 
and to imitate Satan, SSW. 
I ſaid, made to diſobeys *' 
| Here 


5 


he unbluſhing Mr. Weſley | 
a ay alk, ale the ele 


Boy ”7 
"RI 


"Hen mere machines? 1 
, { 4 . {wer, no, They are 
ade willing in the day 
Ot hk God's power.“ “ 


— 
— 


Right Leg. 
ARG. . No. 1, [page 
g. 24. ] © God decreed 


In a way of Aandtiſication, 
nd in no other way but 
hat. If ſo, cries Mr. 
Weſley, © They ſhall be 
Wiaved, whether they are 
andtiſied or no“ © What, 
notwithſtanding their 
Candliſication is, itlelf, 
Jan ellential branch of the 
decree concerning them? 
The man may as well 
affirm that Abraham 
might have been the pro- 


he had died in infancy, 
"7 &c, Equally illogical is 
Mr. Weſley's impudent 
flander, that ** the elef 

ſhall be /aved do what 
they will,” i. e. whether 


Mo bring his ele to glory, | 


Z genitor of nations, tho' | 


— 
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Here perhaps the bluſhing 
Mr. Weſley may aſk, 
are the reprobates then 
mere machines? I an- 
ſwer, no. 
made willing in the day 
of God's power. | 


They ae 


Left Leg. | 
ANnsSw. No. 2. God 


decreed to bring his re- 
probate to hell in a way 
of finning, and no other 


way but that. If fo, 
cries Mr. Weſley, they 
{hall be damned, whether 
they /in or no,” What, 
notwithſtanding their in- 
ning is, itlelf, an eſſential 
branch of the decree 
concerning them * The 
man may as well affirm, 
that Paul might have 
preached the golpel, v:ra 
voce, in fifty different 
regions, without travel- 


ling a ſtep! P. ag. 


| Equally illogical is Mr. 


Weſley's impudent lan» 
der, that the Repro- 


| bate ſhall be damned, do 


what they will.” 1. e. 


I they be koly or not.” 


| whether they be wicked 
or not. 


Here Mr. Toplady adds, © and, I believe, no body ever 
yet heard of a willing machine.“ 
moral philoſophers call machine, whatever is fitted for free mo- 


But he is miſtaken ; for all 


„tion, and yet has no power to begin and determine its own 
„ *# motions, Now willing, being the motion of a ſpirit, if a 
—_— ſpirit cannot will, but as it is neceſſarily made to will, it is as 


void of a ſelf-determining principle, as a fire-engine, and of 
conſequence it is [morally ſpeaking] as mere a machine, 


— a 34 * * 
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Right Leg. 

ARG. 10. No. 1. [page 
20.| Paul's travelling, 
and Paul's wtterance, 
were as certainly, and as 
neceſſarily included in 
the decree of the means, 
as his preaching was de- 
termined by the decree 
of the end.” 


Right Leg. 

Arg. 11. No. 1. [page 
28, 29.] © Love when 
[ calviniſtically] predica- 
ted of God, ſignifies his 
eternal benevolence : i. e. 
his everlaſting will, pur- 
poſe and determination, 
to deliver, bleſs and /ave 
his [elect] people.“ 
In order to the eventual 
accompliſhment of that 
Salvation in the next 
world, grace is given 
them in this, to preſerve 
them (and preſerve them 
it does from doing the 
evil they otherwiſe would. 
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Left Leg. A 
ANnsw..No; 2. The 
rich glutton's gluttony, Wl 
and his unmercifulneſs, i 
were as certainly and as 


the decree of the means, 
as 3 tormented in | 
hell was determined by 


This is all the eledion 


which Calviniſm, &c. 
contends for: even a pre- 


deſtination to holineſs and | 


 —_—_—____ 


the decree of the end. 


Left Leg. | 
ANSW. No. 2. Hate 
when calviniſtically pre- 
dicated of God, ſignifies 
his eternal , ui: 1. e. 
bis everlaſting will, pur- 
poſe, and determination, 
to inthral, curſe, and 
damn his | reprobated}] | 
people.---In order to the 
eventual accompliſhment 
of that damnation in the 
next world, wickedneſs is 
given them in this, to 
preſerve them (and pre- 
ſerve them it does) from 
doing the good they 
otherwiſe would.---This 
is all the reprobatian 
which Calviniſm con- 
tends for; even a pre- 


deſtination to n 


heaven,” and hell, 
Right Leg. Left Leg. 
ARG. 12. No. 1. [page | ANsSw. No. 2. Now, 
if it be the | if it be the Fachers's 


33-] “ Now, 
: Father's 


will 


| 


neceſſarily included in {WW 


Father's will, that Chrt/t 


he Would loſe none of his 
1, ed; if Chrift bimſelf, 
I, In conſequence of their 
as Wovenant-donation to 


in Wim, does actually give 
25, uto them eternal %, 
in nd ſolemnly avers, that 


Whey ſhall never perzſſi. 
" God be ſo # 
hat none can hinder 
heir ſalvation, Sc. if 


te Whey cannot be condemned, 
e- nd nought ſhall ſeparate | 
8 hem from the lobe of 


hriſt; it clearly and in- 
evitably follows, 
ot one of the eled cin 
Periſn; but they muſt all 
eceſſarilßy be -/aved. 
Which /aloation conſiſts 


s much in the recover y 


e f moral rectitude be/ory, 

S Ws in the enjoyment of 

2 eternal bl/edne/s above.” 

1 

4 

$ 

oline upon calvinian principles. 
ö 


Fault, or mine? 


for them, 


that, | 
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25 
will, that Satan ſhould 
loſe none of his repro- 
bate; if Satan himſelf, 
in conſequence, of their 
covenant - donation .. to 
him, does actually give 
unto them eternal death, 


and ſolemnly avers, that 


they ſhall never e/cape ; 
if God be fo agarn/t 
them, that none can hin- 
der their damnatton, Cc, 
il they cannot be e,, 
and nought ſhall ſeparate 
them from the hate of 
Chriſt ; it clearly and in- 
evitably fol'ows, that, 
Not one of the reprova!'e 
can eſcape ; but they 
muſt all n-cellartly - be 
damned. Which damna- 
lion conſiſts as much io 
the being ſlyifed of 
moral rectitude on earth, 
as in the enau7zng of 
eternal {cr ments tin hell, 


By ſuch wreſted texts, and deluſive arcvments as 
heſe, it is, that Mr, 'Toplaily has vii:dicated God's 


Now as he re- 


Muelis that Calviniſm may ſtand %%% / legs, thet 
. upon abſolute el#/ian and abſolute refrovation : 
appeal to all the unprejudiced world, have I not 
0 ade the Diana of the Calviniſts ſtand flraight r 
1 ave I not ſuffered her io ref} upon her let leg, 
35 well as upon the 7475 - 
In an horribly-cloven foot; 


It that leg le Minatcs 
is it Mr. Weſley's 


Have we formed the dottrin al 
mage, which is ſet up in my ſtical Geneva? 
Wie quotation produced in my motto lorged ? 


Is 
18 
not 
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not abſolute reprobation one of © the dofttines o 
grace” [ſo called] as well as ab/olute election) 
May I not ſhew the full face of Calviniſm, az 
well as her fide face? If a man pays me a guinea} 
have I not a right to ſuſpe& that it is falſe, and tof 
turn it, if he that wants to paſs it, will never let me 
fee the reverſe of it in a clear light? Can Mr. 
Toplady blame me for holding forth calvinian re-. 
probation? Can he find fault with me for ſhewing,] 
what he ſays, I am not only bound to ſhew, but to 
* defend?” If Calviniſm is * the doctrine offi 
grace,” which I muſt engage ſinners to eſpouſe, 
why ſhould I ſerve her as the ſoldiers did the thieves 
on the croſs? Why, at leaſt, ſhould I break one} 
of her legs. If ever I bring her into the pulpit, 
he ſhall come upon both © her legs.“ The chariot 
of my Diana ſhall be drawn by the biting ſerpent, 
as well as by the ſilly dove ; I will preach calvinian 
reprobation, as well as calvinian election. I will be 
a man of *© conſcience and honour.” 

And now, reader, may I not addreſs thy conſcience 
and reaſon, and aſk; if all the fallen angels had 
laid their heads together a thouſand years, to con- 
trive an artful way of reproaching the living Cod 
the Holy One of Iſrael, could they have done it more 
effeftually than by getting myriads of proteſtants 

even all the Calviniſts] and myriads of papiſts| 
even all the Dominicans, Janſeniſts, &c.] to paſs 
the falſe coin of ab/olute election and abjolute re. 
probation, with this deceitful, alluring inſcription ;# 
Neceſſary holineſs unto the Lord, and this deteſtable 
Manichean motto on the reverſe, wy tc wicked- 
neſs unto the Lord? And has not Mr. Toplady '* 

reſumed too much on thy credulity, in ſuppoſing, '*# 
that thou wouldſt never have wiſdom enough to look 
at the black reverſe of the ſhining medal, by which 
he wants to bribe thee into Calviniſm ? 6 - 


hs 
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n anſwer to ſome appeals to /cripture and rea- 
/on, by which Mr. Toplaly attempts to ſupport ö 
the abſoluteneſs and holineſs of the calvinian f 
decrees. 


ET us fee if Mr. Toplady is happier in the 


t to choice of his ſcriptural and rational illuſtra- 

tions, than in that of his arguments. To ſhew that 
ile, God's decrees, reſpecting man's life and ſalvation, 
ves are abſolute, or | which is all one] to ſhew that the 
one decree of the * neceſſarily includes the decree ot 


Pit, ¶ the means, he appeals to the caſe of Hezckiah, 
thus : | | 

ny Arc. XIII. [page 20.] © God refolved that 
au Hezekiah ſhould live fifteen years longer than 
be Hezekiah expected, &c. It was as much com- 
prized in God's decree, that Hezekiah ſhould eat, 
"cM drink, and ſleep, during thoſe fifteen years: and 
nad that he ſhould not jump into the fea, &c. as that 


on- fifteen years ſhould be added to his life.“ From 
mis quotation it is evident, that Mr. Toplady would 
dre have us believe, that none of God's decrees are 
nts conditional; that when God decrees the end, he 
iſts does it always in ſuch a manner, as to enſure the 
aße means neceſſarily in order to bring about the end; 
7e. and that Hezekiah is appealed to as a proof of this 
n dofrine. Unfortunate appeal! if I had wanted to 
ble prove juſt the contrary, I do not know where I 
ed. mould have found an example more demonſtrative 
dy of Mr. Toplady's miſtake; witneſs the following 
ug. account. Hezekiah was ſick unto death, and 
ch Iſaiah came to him and ſaid, Thus faith [thus 


1 ag? the Lord, Set thy houſe in order: for 
thou ſhalt die, and not live.“ Iſa. xxxviii. 1. 
Here is an explicit, peremptory decree ; — a de- 
eree where no condition is expreſſed; a de- 
eree which wears a negative aſpect, Thou ſhalt 
= "0 Dd 3 
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not live; and a poſittve form, Thou ſhalt die. 


The means of executing the decree was aheady up. 
on Hezekiah : he was gie unto death. And yet, 
ſo far was he from thinking, that the decree of the 
end ab/olutely included that of the means, that hel 
tet himſelf upon praying for /z/e and health; yer, 
upon doing it as a jewiſh perfectioniſt. Then 


Hezekiah turned his face towards the wall, and] 


prayed, Remember now, O Lord, I beſcech thee, 
how I have walked before thee with a perfect heart 
Then came the 
word of the Lord to Iſaiah, ſaying, Go, and ſay tog 


&c. and Hezekiah wept ſore. 


Hezekiah, Thus ſaith [thus decreeth] the Lord, 


I have heard thy prayer, I have ſeen thy tears: be- 
hold I will add unto thy days fifteen years, ver. 2. 


5.” From this account it is evident, that Hezekiah| 


might eaſily have reverſed the decree about his 


iſe, by flabbing or drowning himſelf, as he re- 
verſed the decice about his death, by weeping and | 


praying : and that Mr. Toplady has forgotton him- : 
lelf as much in producing the caſe of Hezekiah in WW 
ſupport of Colviniſm, as if he had appealed to our W 
Lord's ſermon on the mount, in defence of the 


lawleſs goſpel of the day. 


A kind of infatuation attends the wiſeſt men, who 
In the end, their 


openly fight the battles of error. 
ſwords, like that of the champion of the Philiſtines( 


8 


* 
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do their cauſe more miſchief than ſervice. Mr, 
Toplady will pernaps afford us another inſtance of 
it. Afler producing Hezekiah to eſtabliſh the -- 
lutene/s of God's decrees, he calls in the firſt Jewiſh # 


hero. Joſhua is brought to demonſtrate, that the 


decree of the end always binds upon us an un- F 


avoidable lun million to the decree of the means: 
or, io {peak more intelligibly, that God's decrees io 
bleſs or to curſe, are always abſolute, and nece/fitate 


us to ule me wears leading to his blefling or his 
curſe, 


Ane XIV. 
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Ax. XIV. [Page 23.] Prior to the taking 
f Jericho, it was revealed to Joſhua, that he ſhould 


up. 
15 rtainly be maſter of the place. Nay, ſo peremptory 
the bas the decree, and ſo expreſs the revelation of it, 
t heat it was predicted as if it had already taken effect: 


have given into thy hand Fericho, Sc. This 


er 
2 Murance, than which nothing could be more abſo- 
andWite, did not tie up Joſhua's hands from action, 


id make him fit down without uſing the means, 


ee, 
art Which were no 4% appointed than the end. On 
the he contrary,” &c. --- Here we are given to under- 
„to and, that Joſhua and the Iſraelites could never 
rd, Nroſs any of God's gracious decrees by neglecting 
be- We means of their accompliſhment ; becauſe they 


ere neceſſitated to uſe thoſe means. Thus is 
oſhua preſſed into the ſervice of calvinian neceſſity, 
his Ind the ab/olutene/s of God's decrees : Joſhua, 
re- ho of all the men in the world, is moſt unlikely 
nd % ſupport the tottering ark of calvinian neceſſity. 
m. For when he ſaw in the wilderneſs the carcaſes of 
in Meveral hundred thouſand perſons, to whom God 
ur Pad promiſed the good land of Canaan with an oath, 
+ Ind who nevertheleſs entered not in because of un- 

elief, he ſaw ſeveral hundred thouſand provts, that 
ho Pod's promiſes are not ab/olute : and that when he 
eals with rewardable and puniſhable agents, the 


3 


err e; 


g „5 ecree of the end is not unconditional, and does 
[ no means include an irreſſtibie decree which 
r. Und hem th able uſe of 
of nds upon them the unavo:dabie ule © the means. 
„ But, conſider we the peculiar caſe of Joſhua 
A mſelf. The Lord ſpake unto Joſhua, ſaying, 
ne here ſhall not any man be able to ſtand before thee 
che days of thy life: --- will not fail thee, nor 


rſake thee,” Joſh. i. 5. Now this: peremptory 
gecree of the end, far from neceſſarily including 
pe means, actually failed by a. ſingle flaw in the 
we of the means, The diſobedience of Achan re- 
Jerled the decree: for he diſregarded the means or 
gyondilion which God:had appointed: & turn not to 
he right or to the left, that thau mayeſt proſper 
F 3  whitherſoever 


* 
= 


henilent Ninevah was ſpared :. ſo unſcriptural is thei 
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vw hi:herſoever thou goeſt,” Toſh: i. 


is, that, when Achan had turned to the left, hee. 
decree failed, and we find Joſhua proſtrate befory 


7. Hence ir 


_ 
— 


the ark-a whole day, with his clothes rent, and du 
upon tus head; lamenting the flight of Iſtael betorg 
Ai, and wiſhing that he had been content, and ha; 
dwelt on the other ſide Jordan. Nor do I ſee inffb 
God's anſu er to him, the leaſt hint of Mr. Toplady', t] 
doctrine. Why leſt thou upon thy face? Iſraeli 
baih ſinned, and they have alſo tranſgreſſed myMt: 
covenant: --- for they have even taken of the ac. 
curſed thing. --- Therefore the children of Iſrae|M@t 
could not ſfand before their enemies, —- becauſeMt 
they were accurſed: neither will I be with you any: 
more, except ye deſtroy the accuiſed thing,” Joſh. * 


„ 

Hence it appears, that, when Mr. Topladyf 
appeals to Joſhua in defence of the ab/oiutene/5 of 
God's decrees, be diſplays his ſkill in the art o. 
logic, as much as 1t he appealed to the peremptort- 
neſs of the famous decree, Yet forty days, andl 


[ungodly] Ninevah ſhall be deflroged: and ye 


aſſertion, that the decree of the end enſures the 
uſe of the means, when God tries moral agents inf 
the day of ſalvation, in order to puniſh or reward 
them according 10 their works, in the day of judg.if 
ment! 3 

Mr. Topledy ſupports theſe unfortunate appeal 
to /crtpture, by the following appeal to reaſon. "8 

ARG. XV. | Page 24.] * Suppoſe it was infal- 
!ibly revealed to an army, or to any ſingle individual, 
that the former ſhould certainly gain ſuch a battle, 
and the latter certainly win ſuch a race, would not 
the army be mad to ſay, Then we will not fight al 


"fs 


ſtroke? Would not the racer. be inſane to add, 


= 
K. 3 
7 


= 
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Nor will I move ſo much as one of my feet, gc. 
Equally illogical is Mr. Weſley's impudent ſlander, 
that The elect ſhall be ſaved do what they will, Sc 
Either he is abſolutely unacquainted with the firſt 2 

| principles 
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ce ifprinciples of reaſoning; or be offers up the know- 
- theiMedge be has, as a whole burnt-ſacrifice on the altar 
/orMof malice, calumny, and falſehood,” 


d This ſevere cenſure will appear calviniſtically 
foreMgratuitous, if we conſider, that it is entirely founded 
La(Wupon the impropriety of the illuſtrations produced 
e infſſby Mr. Toplady. It he had exactly repreſented 
dy the caſe, he would have ſaid, 7 Suppoſe it was in- 
ſraellifallibly revealed to an army, that they ſhould cer- 
myMtainly gain ſuch a battle; that they could do no- 
> ac ching towards the: victory by their own fighting; 
ſraelli that the batile was fought, and ab/olutely won for 
auſe them 1700 years ago; that if they refuſed to fight 
any to-day, or if they ran away, or were taken priſon- 
Toſh. ers, the r triumph would not be leſs certain; and 
that putting their bottle to their neighbour's mouths, 
lady] and defiling their wives, inſtead of fighting, would 
3 off only make them ſing victory louder, on a certain 
rt oll day called a day of power, when omnipotence 
. would ſovereignly exert itſelf in their behalf, and 
and put all their enemies to flight: --- ſuppole again it 
yet was revealed to a racer, that he ſhould certainly 
the win ſuch a race, and receive the prize, whether he 
the ran to-day backward or forward; becauſe his win- 
is in ning che race does not at all depend upon is own 
vard& ſwitt running, but upon the ſwiftneſs of a great 
adg. racer. who ycllerday ran the race for him, and who 
WE ab/olutcly imputes to him his ſwift running, even 
deal while he gets out of the courſe to chaſe an ewe- 
WM lamb, or viſit a Delilah; that the covenant, 
ntal- which /ecures him the prize, is unconditionally 
Jual ordered in all things and ſure ; that, though he may 
1tle, be by e Toy run now, yet in a day of irreſiſtible 
not power be ſhall be made willing to fly and receive 
cht a the prize; and that his former loitering will on] 
add, ſet off the greatneſs of the power, which is abſo- 
FN lutely engaged io carry him, and all the elect racers, 
ider, quite from Egypt to Canaan in one hour, if they 
Ge. have loitered till the eleventh hour;“ ſuppoſe, 


fri I I lay, Mr, Toplady had given us ſuch a ju view 
es of 
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of the caſe, who could charge the ſoldiers with 
„ madneſs,” and the racer with being inſane“ 
if they agreed to ſay, We will neither igt nor 
run, but take our eaſe and indulge ourſelves, i.“ the 
day of power come, in which we ſhall zrre/e/t:bly 
be made to gain the battle, and to win the race? 

From theſe rectiſſed illuſtrations, it appears, if I 
am not miſtaken, 1. that, when Mr. Weſley ad- 
vanced his conſequence, he neither ſhewed him- 
ſelf abſolutely unacquainted with the firſt principles 
of reaſoning; nor * offered up the knowledge 
he has, as a whole burnt-ſacrifice on the altar of 
malice, calumny, and falſehood:“ — and 2. that, 
when Mr. Toplady's appeals to /cripture and rea- 
Son are made fazrly to ſtand upon therr legs, they 
do his doctrine as little ſervice as his limping argue 
ments. 


n 
"It 


9. 
SET FIGO IV. 


An anſwer to the arguments, by which Mr. Top- 
lady endeavours to reconcile calvinian reproba- 
tion with divine 7uſtice. 5 


WE have ſeen how unhappily the tranſlator i 
of Zanchius has reconciled his doctrines of | 
grace and abſolute election with God's holineſs : 
Let us now fee it he has been more ſucceſstul in re- 
conciling his. doctrines of wrath and ab/olute re- 


ARG, XVI. | Page 35.] Juſtice conſiſts in 
rendering to every man his due.” Mr. Toplady 
gives us this narrow definition of juſtice to make. 
way for this argument: God owes us no bleſſing, i 
and therefore he may gratuizouſly give us an ever- 
laſting curſe. He does not owe us heaven, and 
therefore he may juſtly appoint that eternal ſin and 
damnalion ſhall be our unavoidable partion,---But, 

is 
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1th i. not a king unjuſt when he puniſhes an unavoid- 
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ble fault wich uninterrupted torture, as well as 
hen he refuſes to pay his juſt debts ? 

ARG. XVII. [Ibid.] “God is not a debtor to , 
ny man.” --- True, | ſtrictly "peaking: | but, 
Does not God owe to him/elf, to behave {ihe him- 
, | that is, like a gracious and juſt Creator 
pwards every man ? --- 2. When God by his pro- 
Iiſe has engaged himſelf judicialiy to render to 


very man according to his works, is it juit in 


ge im to nece//itate ſome men to work righteouſneſs, 
of Ind others to work iniquity, that he may reward. 
at, be former, and puniſh the latter, according to arbi- 
4 * 


Frary decrees of abſolute election to life, and of ab- 
olute reprobation to death ? --- and g. Do not the 
acred writers obſerve, that God has condeſcended 
o make himſcif a debtor to his creatures by his gra- 
10us promiſes? Did Mr. Toplady never read, 
He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord, and look, what he layeth out it ſhall be paid 
bim again?“ Prov, xix. 17. When evangelical 
Paul hath fovght a oood fight, does he not look for 


crown from the juſt Judge, and declare that God 
„not unriglileous to forget our labour of love? 
and F we confeſs our ſins, is not God bound by his 
WH 2/i:ce, as well as by his faith/ulneſ3, to forgive and 
Wlean/e us? 1 John i. 9. 

= Arc. XVIII. [| Ibid.] © If it can be proved, 
Phat He [God] owes ſalvation to every rational 
| EiÞeing he has made; ten, and then only, will it 
follow, that God is unjuft in not paying this debt 
of ſalvation to each, &c. --- What ſhadow of in- 
juſtice can be faſtened on his conduct, for, in ſome 
caſes, withholding what he does not owe ? ”---This 
argument is produced by Mr, Toplady in a variety 
of dreſſes. The flaw of it conſiſts in ſuppoſing, 
that there can be no medium between denying eter- 
nal ſalvation, and appointing to eternal damnation ; 
and that, becauſe God may abſolutely elect as many 


of his creatures as he pleaſes to a crown of glory, 
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he may ab/olutely reprobate as many as Calviniſm iſ 
pleaſes to eternal ſin and everlaſting burnings. The 
abſurdity of this concluſion will be diſcovered by 
the reader, if he looks at it through the glaſs of the 
following illuſtrations. Mr. Toplady is not obliged 
by any rule of juſtice, to give Mr. Weſley an hun- 
dred pounds, becauſe he owes him no money; and 
therefore Mr. T. may give Mr. Weſley an hundred 
gratuitous ſtripes, without breaking any rule of jus- | 
tice, The king may without injuſtice gratuitouſly | 
give a thouſand pounds to one man, ten thouſand to 
another, an hundred to a third, and nothing to a 
fourth, and therefore the king may alſo, without in- | 
Juſtice, gratuitouſly give an hundred ſtabs to one i 
man, a thouſand to another, and ten thouſand to a 
third; or he may nece//itate them to offend, that he 
may hang and burn them with a 1 of juſtice. 
ARG. XIX. [Pege g6.] I defy any man to 

ſhew in what ſingle reſpect the actual limitation of 
happineſs itſelf is a jot more juſt and equitable (in 
a Being poſſe ſſed of infinite power) than the decre- 
tive limitation of the perſons who ſhall enjoy that 
happineſs.” --- The queſtion is not whether God 
can juſtly limitate the happineſs of man, or the 
number of the men, whom he will raiſe to ſuch. 
and /uch heights of happineſs. This we never 
diſputed : on the contrary, we aſſert with our Lord, 
that when God gives degrees of happineſs, as a Be- 

nefattor, he may do _ he pleaſes with his vun; 
he may give five talents to one man, or to five 
thouſand men; and t talents to two men, or 
twy millions of men. --- Wherein then does the 
fallacy of Mr. Toplady's argument conſiſt? In 
this moſt irrational and and concluſion: God 
may, without injuſlice, limit the — of his 
1 and e of THO, 7 | 

all enjoy /uch and ſuch a degree of happineſs ; 
and 2 he 2 without 52 ablo» 
lutely reprobate as many of his unborn creatures 
as he pleaſes, and decree to protract their 
. infernal 
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ſm infernal torments to all eternity, after having 
he Wfirſt decreed their nece/ary fall into fin, and their 
by necgſary continuance in fin, as neceſſary means in 
he Norder to their neceſſary end, which is eternal dam- 
ed nation. Is not this an admirable Vindication of 
n. WW Caluin's decrees? Who does not ſee that the con- 
1d cluſion has no more to do with the premiſes, than in 
d che following argument: the Lord Chancellor may 
s- vithout injuſtice preſent Mr. T. to a living of fifty 
ly pounds, or to one of two hundred pounds, or he 
may reprobate Mr. T. from all the crown-livings ; 
and therefore the Lord Chancellor may, without in- 
Wiz/iice, fue Mr. T. for fifty founds or two hundred 
pounds whenever he pleaſes. What name ſhall we 
give to the Logic which deals in ſuch arguments as 
e Ba theſe ? 

= Arc. XX. [Page g7.] He [man] derives 
o his exiſtence from God, and therefore {ſays Armi- 
f WE nianiſm] „God is bound to make their exiſtence 
kappy.” I would rather ſay, God is bound both 
by the rectitude of his nature, and by the promiſes 


t ok his goſpel, not to reprobate any man to remedi- 
1 WT leſs ſin and eternal miſery, till he has actually deſerved 
> |& ſuch a dieadful reprobation, at leaſt by one bad 
„thought, which he was not abſolutely predeſtinated 
to think. But Calviniſm ſays, that God abſolutely 


reprobated a majority of men, before they thought 
their firſt thought, or drew their firſt breath. If 
Mr. Toplady had ſtated the caſe in this plain man- 
ner, all his readers would have ſeen his doctrine of 
ZZ wrath without a veil, and would have ſhuddered at 
Ihe fight. 

= ARG. XXI. [Ibid] If God owes ſalvation to 
all his creatures as ſuch, even the workers of ini- 
* iy will be ſaved, or God muſt ceaſe to be juſt.” 
„ never heard any Arminian ſay, that God owes 


as ſuch; for then all borles, being God's creatures 


» maintain, that God will never mediately entail ne- 
cary, remediless fin upon any of his crea'ures, 
1 | that 


Salvation, i. e. heavenly glory, to all his creatures 


ads well as men, would be taken to heaven: but we 


——_—_— we 
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he may ab/olutely reprobate as many as Calviniſm {Mint 
leaſes to eternal ſin and everlaſting burnings. The i firſl 
abſurdity of this concluſion will be diſcovered by ec 
the reader, if he looks at it through the glaſs of the Mord 
following illuſtrations. Mr. Toplady is not obliged 
by any rule of juſtice, to give Mr. Weſley an hun- 
dred pounds, becauſe he owes him no money; and 
therefore Mr. T. may give Mr. Weſley an hundred 
gratuitous ſtripes, without breaking any rule of jus- WW 
tice, The king may without injuſtice gratuitouſly WW 
give a thouſand pounds to one man, ten thouſand to i 
another, an hundred to a third, and nothing to a2 
fourth, and therefore the king may alſo, without in- 
Juſtice, gratuitouſly give an hundred ſtabs to one 
man, a thouſand to another, and ten thouſand to a i 
third; or he may nece//itate them to offend, that he 
may hang and burn them with a ſeow of juſtice. IM 
ARG. XIX. [Page 9g6.] 1 defy any man to 
ſhew in what ſingle reſpect the actual limitation of ! 
happineſs itſelf is a jot more juſt and equitable (in 
a Being poſſeſſed of infinite power) than the decre- 
tive limitation of the perſons who ſhall enjoy that 
happineſs.” --- The queſtion is not whether God 
can juſtly limitate the happineſs of man, or the 
number of the men, whom he will raiſe to ,, 
and uch heights of happineſss This we never 
diſputed : on the contrary, we aſſert with our Lord, 4 
that when God gives degrees of happineſs, as a Be- 
nefattor, he may do what he * with his vuwn ; 


he may give five talents to one man, or to five 
thouſand men; and {wy talents to two men, or 
twy millions of men, --- Wherein then does the þ 
tallacy of Mr. Toplady's argument conſiſt? In 
this moſt irrational and unjuſt concluſion; Gd 
may, without injuſtice, limit the happineſs of his 
human creatures, and the number of thoſe, who 5 
ſhall enjoy /uck and ſuch a degree of happineſs ; 
and therefore, he may alſo without injuſtice abſo- 
lutely reprobate as many of his unborn creatures 
as he pleaſes, and decree to protraft their 
pg internal 1 
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infernal torments to all eternity, after having 
W firſt decreed their nece//ary fall into fin, and their 
WY neceſſary continuance in fin, as neceſſary means in 
order to their neceſ/ary end, which is eternal dam- 
BY nation. Is not this an admirable Vindication of 
= Caluin's decrees? Who does not ſee that the con- 
cluſion has no more to do with the premiſes, than in 
che following argument: the Lord Chancellor may 
= without injuſtice preſent Mr. T. to a living of fifty 
pounds, or to one of two hundred pounds, or he 
may reprobate Mr. T. from all the crown-livings ; 
and therefore the Lord Chancellor may, without in- 
W j2/{ice, ſue Mr. T. for fifty founds or two hundred 
pounds whenever he pleaſes. What name ſhall we 
give to the Logic which deals in ſuch arguments as 
theſe ? 

Ac. XX, [Page g7.] He [man] derives 
his exiſtence trom God, and therefore ¶ ſays Armi- 
= nianiſm] God is bound to make their exiſtence 
XZ happy.” I would rather ſay, God is bound both 
by Go raed of his nature, and by the promiſes 
> Pol his goſpel, not to reprobate any man to remedi- 
+} I leſs fin and eternal miſery, till he has actually deſerved 
ſuch a dieadful reprobation, at leaſt by one bad 
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thought, which he was not abſolutely predeſtinated 
* to think. But Calviniſm ſays, that God abſolutely 
reprobated a majority of men, before they thought 
their firſt thought, or drew their firſt breath. If 
Mr. Toplady had ſtated the caſe in this plain man- 
== ner, all his readers would have ſeen his dofrine of 
2X wrath without a veil, and would have ſhuddered at 
the ſight, 
AC. XXI. [Ibid] © If God owes ſalvation to 
all his creatures as /uch, even the workers of ini- 
py will be ſaved, or God muſt ceaſe to be juſt.” 
1 never heard any Arminian ſay, that God owes 
Salvation, i. e. heavenly glory, to all his creatures 
asg ſuch; for then all Ta being God's creatures 
as well as men, would be taken to heaven: but we 


4 maintain, that God will never mediately entail ne- 


* 
. >} "= 


Cary, remediless ſin upon any of his creatures, 
b that 
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that he may infallibly puniſh them with eternal dam. N 
nation. And we aſſert, that, if God had not gra- 
ciouſly deſigned to replace all mankind in a ſtate of 


initial ſalvation from ſin and hell, according to the 'Y | 
various diſpenſations of his redeeming grace, he 
would have puniſhed Adam's per/onal ſin by a per. 


Sonal damnation. Nor would he have ſuffered him 3 4 
to propagate his fallen race, unleſs the ſecond Adam We 


had extended the bleſſing of redemption ſo far as to 9 


ſave from eternal miſery all who die in their infancy, ; 


agents, in a e of avoiding hell by working MF 


ther own eternal ſalvalion in the day of their tem- 


porary ſalvation : --- a day this, which inconſiſtent “ 


Calviniſts call “he day of grace.” 


Mr. Toplady, after decrying our doftrine of : 


grace, as leading to groſs iniquity, indirectly owns, 


that the conditionality of the promiſe of eternal i 
ſalvation guards our goſpel againſt the charge of 
Antinomianiſm, --- a dreadful charge this, which 


falls ſo heavily on Calvimſm. Conſcious that he 


cannot defend his lawleſs, unconditional election 


to eternal life, and his wrathful, unconditional re- 
probation to eternal death, without taking the con- 
lelionality of eternal ſalvation out of the way, he 
attempts to do it by the following dilemma. 

ARG. XXII. [Page g8.] * Is falvation due to 
a man that does not perform thoſe conditions? If 
you ſay, yes; you jump, hand over head, into 
what you yourſelf call Antinomianiſm. --- If you 
lay, that ſalvation is not due to a man, unleſs he 
do Julfil the conditions ; it will follow, that man's 
own performances are mer:torious of ſalvation, and 
bring God himſelf into debt.” 

We anſwer 1. To ſow the tares of Calviniſm, 
Ir. Toplady raiſes an artificial night by confound— 
ing the /parins ſalvation of the Father --- the 
atoning ſalvation of the Son — the convincing, 
converting, and perfefling ſalvation of the Spirit. 
Vea, he contounds adra! /alvotion from a thou— 


ſand 


a 4 M Oh 
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und temporal evils, — temporary ſalvation from 
"cath and hell, — initial /alvation from the guilt and- 


8 over of fin — preſent ſalvation into the bleſſings 
bei Chriſtianity, Judaiſm, or Gentilifm,— continued 
ki WT ./vation into theſe bleſſings, — eternal ſaluation 
„rom death and hell, — and eternal ſalvation into 
1 ory and heaven: — he confounds, I ſay, all theſe 
im egrees of falvation, which is as abſurd as if he 
to ME onfounded all degrees of life, --- the life of an 
.» bryo,---of a ſucking child, - of a ſchool-boy--- 
64 } f a youth, --- of a man, --- of a departed ſaint, --« 
„% nd of an angel. When he has thus ſhuffled his 


ards, and played the dangerous game of confu/ion, 
hat wonder is it if he wins it, and makes his in- 
ttentive readers believe, that what can be affirmed 
ich truth of /alvation into heavenly glory, muſt 
bc true alſo, when it is affirmed of /alvatzon from 
We verlaſling burnings; and that becauſe God does 
not owe heaven and angelica! honours to unborn 
children, he may ju/t/y reprobate them to kell and 
io /atanical, remedile/s wickedneſs as the way to it. 
2. Diſtinguiſhing whit Mr. Toplady conſounds, 
ve do not {cruple to maituain, that though God is 
not bound to give exiſlence, much lels heavenly 
glory, to any creature; yet, all his creatures, who 
never perſonally offended him, have a rig lit to ex- 
tio © ect at his hands /altatton from everlaſting fire, 
11 8 ill they have deſerved his eternal aud abſolute re- 
probation, by committing ſome per/onal, and arvoid- 
able offence, Hence it is, that all n. ankind are 
15 porn in a ſtate of inferior ſalvation: for thev are 


Fs 9 U born cut of eternal fie : and to be out of hell 

3 K conſiderable gegree of ſaluation, unleſs we are 

"Fuffered to live unaro:idally to deſerve everlaſting 
Purnings, which is the caſe of all Calvin's imagi- 

4. Hary * 

„ 8. Mr. Toplady „throws cut a barre! for the 


amuſement of the whale, to keep him in play, and 
„make him loſe fight of the ſhip,” — the fireflp, 
u. For, 


« 
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For, in order to make us loſe ſight of abſolute 1M 
probation, remedileſs wickedneſs, and everlaſting 
fire, which [if Calviniſm be true] is the unaved.f 
able lot of the greateſt part of mankind, even ini 
their mother's womb; he throws out this ambiguoulf 
expreſſion, ſalvation due: juſt as if there were noi 
medium between /alvation due, and caluinian rf 
probation due] whereas it is evident, that there lf 
the medium of non- creation, or that of de/irudion 
in a fiate of ſeminal exiſtence. 1 
4. The flaw of Mr. Toplady's argument will 
appear in its proper magnitude, if we look at iti 
through the following illuſtration. A whole regi. 
ment is led to the 4% by the colonel, whom thelfi 
general wanted to turn to the r7ght, The colonel 
who is perſonally in the fault, is pardoned ; andi, 
five hundred of the ſoldiers, who by the over 
bearing influence of their colonel's diſobedience 
were neceſſitated to move to the /e/t, are appointed 
to be hanged for not going to the right, The 
general ſends to Geneva for Tertullus, who vindi 
cates the juſtice of the execution by the follow# 
ing ſpeech. * Preferment is not due to obedient 
folders, much leſs to ſoldiers who have neceſſarih) 
diſobeyed orders; and therefore your gracious gene- 
A at conliſtently with 7u/?zce, in appointing thele 
hve hundred ſoldiers to be hanged, for, as there is 
no medium between not promoting ſoldiers and 
hanging them, he might juſtly have hanged the 
whole regiment, He is not bound, by any law, to 
give any ſoldier a captain's commiſſion; and there 
fore he is perfectly ut, when he ſends theſe mi. 
litary reprobates to the gallows.” Some of the au. 
ditors clap Tertullus' argument: P. O. cries ou 
that it is“ moſt maſlerly : but a few of the ſol. 
diers are not quite convinced, and begin to queſtion 
whether the holy ſervice of the mild Sauiour vj 
tte world, is not preferable to the antinomian ſer- 


vice of the ab/olute Reprobator of countleſs my: 
riads of unborn infants. 


35. The 
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5, The other flaw of Mr. Toplady's dilemma con- 
its in ſuppoſing that go/þel-worthineſs. is incom- 
patible with the goſßel; whereas all the doctrines 
eld Wt juſtice, which make one Half of the goſpel, 
ven nilnd or fall with the doftrine of evangelical wor- 
uu ine /. We will ſhout it on the walls of myſtic 
re nolGconeva : they that follow Chriſt ſhall walk wit/ 
3 Wim in white, rather than they that follow antichriſt; 
here io they are [more] worthy. --= * Watch and pray 
Tuclton| ways, that you may be accounted worthy to 
eſcape, and to ſtand [rewardable| before the Son of 


Man. --- Whatever ye do, do ut heartily as to the 
Lord, &c. knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall re- 


'u le Yo 
rlaftingl 


it will 
K at it 


e regi. ceive the reward of the inheritance,” - For he will 
m the ſay, in the great day of retribution, “ Come, ye 
12200 bleſſed, inherit the kingdom, &c. for I was hungry 
andi | 


and ye gave me meat, &c. --- Go, ye curled, into 
overly everlaſting fire, &c. for I was hungry and ye gave 
tence me no meat,” &c. --- The doctrine of phariſaic 


dintedſſ merit we abbor : but the doctrine of rewardable 

"The obedience we honour, defend, and extol. Believers, 
em let not Mr. Toplady “ beguile you of your re- 
ow 


W ward through voluntary humility.—-If ye live after 
edieni the fleſh ye ſhall die: but if ye, rough the ſpirit, 
/ar 479 do mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. --- 
gene- Whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 
thele * For we ſhall all appear before the judgment 
ere is ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 

and things done in the body, according to that he hath 


| the done, whether it be good or bad. Look to your- 


, to ſelves, that ye loſe not the things which ye have 
bere wronght.“ - So fight that you may not be repro- 
- M!- I bated by remunerative juſtice. --- * So run, that 
e au. you may lr ! obtain an incorruptible 
s o crown: Remember Lot's wife. --- By patient 
fol. ¶ continuance in well. doing ſeek for glory : and God, 
ſtion = according to his gracious promiſes, will render you 
1  - eternal life: for he ts not untrue, to break his 
fer.) evangelical promiſe; nor unrighteous, to forget 
my. your work that proceedeth from love. Your per- 

* D 2 ſevering 
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4 Tevering obedience ſha! be graciouſly rewarded by 
J 4 crown of Yighteouſneſs, which the Lord the x16 
TEOUS JUDGE, all give you at that day; and, 
then great ſhall te your reward in heaven. For 
Chriſt himſclf hath faid, „Be faithful unto death, Wb 
and I will give thee the crown of life. ” --- My 
sheep follow me, and I give unto them eternal d% ,. 
in glory, For I am the author of ETERNAL 340. 
vation to them that OBEY ne. What can bell 
plainer than this goſpel! Shall the abſurd cries offi 
Popery | Merit  &c. make us aſhamed of Chriſt 
diſciples; of Chriſt's words; and of Chriſt him 
Wt ſelf! God forbid! Let the ſcriptures --- let God 
$3 be true, though Mr. Toplady ſhould be miſtaken. 
ARG. XXIII. [Page g8.] If he [Gop] bei 
Hot obliged, in juſtice, to ſave mankind, then nei- 
ther is he unjuſt in paſſing by ſome: nay he mig It. 
had he fo pleaſed, have paſſed by the whole of man- 
kind, without electing any one individual of the fallen 
race; and yet have continued holy, zuft and good.“ 7 
True: he might have paſſed them by without 
fixing any blot upon his juſtice and goodneſs, if by 
paſſing them by, Mr. T. means, leaving them in the 
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wretched ſtate of ſeminal exiſtence, in which ſtate 
his vindictive Juſtice found them after Adam's fall. 
For then, an unknown puniſhment ſeminally endur- 
| ed, would have borne a juſt proportion to an un- 
14 known ſin ſeminally committed. But if, by paſing 

1 | Some men by, this gentleman means, as Calviniſm - 
does, „ abſolutely predeſtinating ſome men to ne 
cefſary, remedileſs ſin, and to unavoidable, eternal 
damnat on: we deny that God might juftly have - 
paſſed by the whole of mankind ; — we deny that he 
might juſtly have paſſed by one ſingle man, woman 
or child. Nay, we affirm, that, if we conceive Satan, 
or the evil Principle of Manes, an exerting, creative | 
power, we could not conceive him worſe employed, 
than in forming an ab/olute reprobate in embryo: | 
4. that is, a creature unconditionally, and abſolutely _ 
| # _ "doomed to remedileſs wickedneſs, and everlaſting | 
. fire.” | 2s 1 
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God have caſt them into the dirt, keep them thete ; then 
n. et the /econd captain follow with his men, and 
] befWake all the dirty beggars who have been thus paſſed 
nei. y, and tbrow them, for being dirty, into a furnace 


It, otter than that of Nebuchadnezzar's :—Suppoſe, I 
nan-{Joy, the king paſſed his little, indigent ſubjects 5 
illen n this manner, would not his decree of preterition 
od.“ be a more then diabolical piece of cruelty? I need 
nout Mot inform my judicious readers, that the paſſing by 1 
by of the king repreſents calvinian paſong by, that is, 9 
the bolute reprobation to death ; — that the firſt cap- 
tate Main, who throws little beggars into the dirt, or 


#7 


fall. Keeps them there, repreſents the decree of the means, i 
ur. Wy bich neceſſitates the repiobate to /in, or to continue 'F 


un- in fin; — and that the /econd captain repreſents 
ing le decr-e of the end, which necęſſitates them to go 
ſm ao cveriailing burnings. | 

nal feavours to reconcile calvinian reprobation with 
we ivine juſlice, by an appeal “ God's provagential 
he Pealing s with men in the preſent life.” His verbole 
an /Mgumeit, ſtript of its Geneva dreſs, and brought 


o: Without injuſtice, reprobate them to eternal tor- 

ments: but he may juſtly place the ſons of Adam in 

8 circumſtances of temporary miſery: witnefs - his 
= D 3 attnaily 
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 aftually doing it: and therefore he may without i; 


juſtice reprobate them to eternal torments and uf 
remedileſs fin, as the way to thoſe torments.” —. 
The flaw of this argument is in the firſt propoſition 
and conſiſts in ſuppoſing, that, deczule od cal 
juſtly appoint us to ſuffer a light affhtdion, asche 
{ comparatively-ſpeaking | is but for a moment, ani 
which [if we are not perverſely wanting to our 
ſelves] will work for us a far more exceeding ani 
eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17; he can alſo 
juſtly appoint us to remedileſs wickedneſs and eter] 
nel damnation. This concluſion ts all of a piece 


with the following argument. A father may juſtly 
puniſh bis diſobedient child with a rod, ay give 
his ſick child a bitter medicine; and therefore hf 
may juſtly break all his bones with a forge-ham 
mer, and daily drench him with melted lead. To 
produce ſuch abſurd conſequences without a maſk 
is ſufficiently to anſwer them. See farther what is 


<a 
** 
S 
"2% 
2% 5 
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„The devils may be 
caſt down to hell to be everlaſtingly damned, and 
be appointed thereto; and it gives no great concern, 
No hard thoughts againſt God ariſe: no charge of 
cruelty, injuſtice” &c. Indeed if Dr. Gill, whom 
Mr. Toplady quotes, infinuated, that God had ab- 
Solutely predeſtinated myriads of angels to ever. 
laſting damnation, through the appointed means of 
2 ſin; and that God had made this appoint- 


ment 
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ment thouſands of years before moſt of thoſe angels 
had any perſonal exiſtence, it would give us great 


F Concern, both for the honour of God's juſtice, and 


for the angels ſo cruelly treated by free wrath. But 
Jas matters are, the ch of devils gives us no great 
concern, becauſe they fell knowingly, wilfully, and 
WT without neceſſity. To the end of the day 1 their 
viſitation they perſonally rejected God's gracious 
counſel towards them: and, as they obſtinately re- 
fuſed to ſubſerve the judicial diſplay of his re- 
munerative BOUNTY, it is highty agreeable to rea- 
ſon and equity, that they ſhould ſubſerve the judi- 
cial diſplay of his vindictive JUSTICE. | 
ARG. XXVII. [Page 451 „The king of Great 
W Biitain has unlimited right of peerage, &c. Will 
any body be ſo weak and perverſe as to cherge him 


W with Tyranny and Injuſtice, only becauſe it is not 


$8 ſubjefis noblemen ? “- 


his will, though it is in his power, to make all hrs 


This 1s another barrel 
thrown out to the whale. This illuſtration does 
not touch, but conceal the queſtion. For the 


F /imilar queſtion is, not whether the king is unju/? 


in leaving gentlemen and tradeſmen among the 
gentry and commonalty, but whether he could, 
without injuſtice and tyranny, pretend, that, be- 
cauſe he has an unlimited right of PEERAGE, he 
has alſo an unlimited right [of what I beg leave to 
call | FELONAGE, — a calvinian right this, of ap- 
pointing whom he pleaſes to rob and murder, that 
he may appoint whom he pleaſes to a cell in New- 
gate, and a ſwing at Tyburn. This is the true 
Rate of the caſe. If Mr. T. has caſt a veil over 
it, it is a ſign that he is not deſtitute of the feelings 
of juſtice, and that if he durſt look at his Manichean 
pitture of God's Sovereignty, without a veil, he 
would turn from it with the ſame precipitancy, with 
which he would ftart back from the abomination of 
the Moabites, or from the grim idol to which mis- 


taken Iſraelites ſacrificed their children in the valle 
of Hinnom, 


ARC. 
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ARG, XXVIII. [Page 42.] © Miſery, thougff 
endured. but for a year, &c, is in its own nature 1 
and for the time being, as truly miſery, as it woul 1 
be if protrafied ever ſo long, &c. And God can 
no more ceaſe to be juſt for a year, or for a mana 
life-time, than he can ceaſe to be juſt for a century, 
or for ever. By the ſame rule that he can, and 
does, without impeachment of his moral attributes, 
permit any one Being to be miſerable for a moment; 
he may permit that Being to be miſerable for alli 
much long er time: and fo on, ad inſinitum:—. 
That is, in plain Engliſh, for ever. The abſurdity 
ef this argument may be ſufficiently pointed out by 
a ſimilar plea. A ſurgeon may, without injuſtice, 
open an impoſthume in my breaſt and give me pain 
for an hour, and therefore he may juſtly ſcarify 
me, and ſlay me alive ten years. A judge may, | 
without impeachment of his juſtice, order a man 
to be burnt in the hand for a moment, and there- 
fore his juſtice will continue unflained, if he or- 
ders red-hot irons to he applied to that man's hands 
and feet, back and breaſt, © ad infinitum.“ I hope 
that when Mr. Toplady threw this ſcrap of Latin 
over the nakedneſs of his Diana, his good-natuie 
ſuggeſted, that ſhe is too horrible to be looked at 
without a veil. But could he not have borrowed * 1 
the language of mother- church, without borrowing WH 
a maxim which might ſhock any inquiſitor, and 
might have put Bonner himſelf to a ſtand ? 

ARG. XXIX. [Page 44.] © He [God] per- 
mits, and has for near 6000 years permitted the 
reign of natural evil, Upon the ſame principle, 
might he not extend its reign to — a never-ending 


rl 
* 
7 


duration? — He might, if a never-ending line 
of moral evil perſonally and avoidably brought on 
by free agents upon themſelves, called for a never- 


ending line of penal miſery: and our Lord himſelf 9 

Jays, that he will: theſe ſthe wicked, who have 

finally hardened themſelves] ſhall go away into 3 

EVERLASTING puniſhment t where their worm 
7 DIETH 
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ur-(S 1:7H NOT, and the fire it NOT QUENCHED» 
Du] ; att. XXV. 46. Mark ix. 49. 

can ARG. XXX. [Ibid.] But ſtill the old difh- 
ans oy [a difficulty which Arminianiſm will never 
uy olve] &c. the old difficulty ſurvives; how came 
andi oral evil to be permitted, when it might as eaſily 
tes {ave been hindered, by a Being of infinite goodne/s, 


9 5 
+26 


; oer and wiſdom ? — Page 99. Mr. Toplady 
ra peaks partly the ſame language; giving us to un- 
Perſtand as openly as he dares, that God work- 


17 2 th all things in all men, even wickedneſs in the 
Picked. His pernicious, though guarded inſinua- 


oon runs thus: you will find it extremely dif- 


n cult, (may I not ſay, inpoſſible p) to point out 
'y be difference between per miſſion and defagn, in a 
„eing poſſeſſed (as God moit certainly is) of un- 


| EÞetween God's permitting fin, and his ene or 
Miecreeing ſin; or [to ſpeak with more candor | be- 
=Nween God's placing | amines in a ſtate of pro- 
pation with a ſtrict charge not to fin, and between 
bis _—_ the author of ſin. Is not this a * moſt 
maſterly - Vindication of the decrees and pro- 

i vidence of Gop;” ſuppofing you mean by god, 
Ihe n begetting deity worſhipped by the Mani- 
ſchees ? This antinomian blow at the root of divine 
"Fdolineſs is dangerous: I ſhall therefore ward it off 
py various anſwers, 
*X 1. When Gop placed man in paradiſe, far 
Prom permitting him to fin, he flritly forbad him 
o do it. Is it right then in Mr. T. to call Gop 
the Permitter of fin,” when the ſcriptures re- 


not very wrong to pour ſhame upon the holineſs of 
Par. and abſurdity upon the reaſon of man, by 
making a calviniſtic world believe, that forbidding 


1 


* . 

4 < 

* and 
3 


preſent him as the Forbidder of it? Nay is it 


A A 


nn 
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pou ſuck in the ground around their colours: but. 
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and threatening is one and the ſame thing wi pred 
permitting and giving leave; or at leaſt, that Meme 
difference is ſo trifling, that © all the ſagacity Te tba 
man will find it extremely difficult, not to ſay ins e 


_ poſſible, clearly to point it out ?? ct we: 


2. I pretend to a very little ſhare of all the |; cked 
gacity of man; and yet, without being non-plu;WM® 
at all, I hope to ſhew'by the following iIuſtrativg pe! 
that there is à prodigious difference between zd nd 
hindering, and defign, in the caſe of the enter 
in of fin. 4; are 

A general wants to try the faithfulneis of bi ata! 


ſoldiers, that he may reward hole who will fight de 


and puniſh thoſe who will go over to the enemgane 
in order to diſplay, betore all the army, his lowf"P 
of bravery, his hatred of cowardice, his rex: unerat 
tive goodneſs, and his impartial juſtice. To the 
end, he iſſues out a proclamation, importing 11a! 
all the volunteers, who ſhall gallantly keep thi pf 
field in ſuch an important engagement, ſhall be 4 
made captains ; and that all thoſe who ſhall go oveif f 
to the enemy ſhall be ſhot. I ſuppoſe bim endu op 
with infinite wiſdom, knowledge and power. By 
4his omniſcience he ſees that ſome will deſert: by 
his omnipotence, he could indeed hinder them from 
doing it: for he could chain them all to fo many 


is znjinite wi/dom does not permit him to do it; 
as it would. be a piece of madneſs in him, to defeat 
by forcible means his deſign of trying the courage 
of his ſoldiers, in order to reward and puniſh '* 
them according to their gallant or cowardly be- 
haviour in the field. And therefore, though he is 
perſuaded that many. will be ſhot, he puts his pro- 
clamation in force; becauſe, upon the whole, it 
will beſt anſwer his wiſe deſigns. However, as he 
does not defire, much leſs dein, that any of his 
ſoldiers ſhould be ſhot for deſertion, he does what 
his wiſdom permits him to do to prevent their going 
Over to the enemy; and yet, for the above-men- 
| tioned 
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oned reaſon, he does not. abſolutely hinder them 
om doing it. Now, in ſuch a cafe, who does not 
that the difference between not ab/olutely kinder- 
g and defegning, is as diſcernible as the difference 
tween rea/on and folly; --- or between wiſdom and 
nckedne/s? By ſuch dangerous inſinuations as 
at, which this illuſtration expoſes, the ſimpleare 
perceptibly led to confound Chriſt and Belial z 
nd to think, that there is lille difference between 
We celeſtial Parent of good, and the Manichean 
arent of good and evil; the Janus of the 


1 ary agents, like plants and trees; — and dead 
rater, like flones and clods of earth. — Such 
= world, I ſay, is as much ſuperior in perfection 
mo a world, where there are only neceſſary 
agents, and dead matter; as a place inhabited by 
learned men and curious beaſts, contains more 
gwonders than one, which is only ſtocked with ne 
Mowers and curious ſtones, It this is granted, it 
neceſſarily follows, that ,s world was the moſt 
perfect which Gop could create, to diſplay his in- 
nite power and manifold wiſdsm. —— Now, in 
the very nature of things, rattonal free-agents, 
being capable of knowing their Creator, owe to 
-Fhim gratitude and obedience; and to one another, 
gaſſiſtance and love; and therefore they are under a 
law, which [as free-agents] they may keep or brea“, 
as they pleaſe, © (QT TTY», 
But, could not GoDp neceſſitate free- agents to 
+ keep the law they are under ? 

: | Yes, 
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Yes, ſays Calviniſm, for he is endued with i 


finite power: but ſcripture, good ſenſe, and maue i - 
of fat, fays No: becauſe, although God is «if. 
dued with infinite power, he is allo endued with he 
infinite wiſdom. And it would be as abſurd u 55 
create free-· agents in order to neceſſitate them, as toil 1 
do a thing in order to undo it. Beſides [I repeal. 


it] God's diſtributive juſtice could never be dil. 
played, nor could free obedience be paid by ration 


als, and crowned by the Rewarder and Fudge oi 2 
all the earth, unleſs rationals were Jree - willig. 
creatures. And therefore, the moment you abſo - wy 
lutely 2 them, you deſtroy them as free. 
agents, and you rob Go of two of his moſt glo- F 


rious titles, that of Rewarder, and that of Judge, 
Thus we account for the origin of evil in a ſcrip- 
tural and rational manner, without the help of Fa.; 
taliſm, Manicheiſm, or Calviniſm. Mr. Toplady 
replies: | Li 
ARG. XXXI. [Page 44, 45-] *© Oh, but 
God himſelf fs a free-agent, though his will is ne- 
ceſſarily, unchangeably, and ingly determined to 
good, and to good only. So are the elett angels. 
So are the glorified ſouls of ſaints departed, &c. 
and ſo might Adam have been, had God ſo pleaſed 
to have ſo created him,” EO 
This is the grand objection of Preſident Edwards, 
which I have anſwered in the Scripture- Scales, page 
£78, &c. I ſhall, however, make hee a few re- 
marks upon it, — If * Gop worketh all things, 
&c. even wickedneſs in the wicked,“ as the con- 
ſiſtent predeſtinarians directly or indirectly tell us ; 
it is abſurd in them to plead, that be is {ingly de- 
termined to good, and to good only: tor every |} 
body knows that the god of Manes is full of dupli- 
oity: having an evil principle, which ab/olutely 
fredeſimmates, and caſes all the wickedne/s ! and 
a good principle, which ab/olutely predeſtinates 
and cauſes all the virtue in the bi 5 As for 
the God of chriſtians, he is not ſo necefitated to 


— 
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o that which is good, but he might, f fe would, 
o the moſt aſtoniſhing act of injuſtice and bar- 
oerity: for he might, 7 he would, abſolutely doom 
W-y:iads of unborn infants to rementle/s wicked- 
/ and everlaſting fire, before they have deſerved 
Inis dreadful doom, ſo much as by the awkard mo- 
ion of their little finger. Nor need I tell Mr. 
WT oplady this, who believes, that Gob has actually 
| X lone ſo. : | F 
= 2. God is not in a ſtate of probation under a 
uperior Being, who calls himſelf the Rewarder, 


8 Ind who ſays, Vengeance 1s mine, and I will 
lo. epay: nor ſhall he ever be tried by one who 
ge BS judicially render to him according to what 
A e hath done, whether it be. good or bad. : 

a.. If faithful angels are unchangeably fixed in 
Jy WL irtue, and unfaithful angels in vice, the faxedne/s 


Wt their nature is the con/equence of the good or 
ad uſe, which they have made of their liberty; 
Ind therefore their confirmation in good, or in evil, 
ous from a judicial election or reprovation, which 
iſplays the di/irributive juſtice of their Judge, Re- 
arder, and Avenger. | | 
4. Nothing can be more abſurd than to couple 
=-/olute neceſſity with moral free agency. Angels 
und glorified fouls are necgſſitated to lerve Gop and 
oe one another, as a good man is necęſſitated not 
murder the king, and not to blow his own brains 


3 
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aut. Such a necefity is far from being ab/olute - 
r, it a good man would, he might gradually 
ercome his reluftance to the greateſt crimes. 
us David, who was, no doubt, as chaſte and 
Poing once as Joſeph, overcame his ſtrong averſion 
te adultery and murder. 

Should it be ſaid, What? Can glorified ſaints 
ad angels fall away? I reply; they vel never 
Fall away, becauſe they are called off the ſtage of 
"Ir ovation, ſtand far above the reach of temptation 

and have henceforth crowns of r1ghteouſne/s laid. up 
or them, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
* 2 ſhall 


* 
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Hall give them at that day. In the mean tin 


would have no capacity ol obeying in the moral ſen 
of the ward: their obedience would be as neceſſary 


of a leaden ball, which you drop, with an abſuf 


angels, and glorified ſaints. 


| wards them, when they come to ad as free-agent. 


which can bear the light. However, Mr, Toplad) 
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they reſi from their | probarory] labours, and thy 
works Follow them: But ſtill, in the nature 9 * 
things, they are as ab/e to diſobey, as Joſeph wil 3 
to commit adul ery, if he had ſet his heart upon i. 
for, if they had no capacity of diſobeying, the 


and as far from morality, as the paſſive obedienc 


command to tend towards the centre. If I am nf 
miſtaken, theſe anſwers fully ſet aſide Mr. T's. u 
gument taken from the neceary goodneſs of Galli 


ARG. XXXII. [Page 4z5.] © Gop is, a 
cannot but be, inviolably uſt. amidſt all the ſuffer 

ings of fallen angels al fallen men, inveluntar 
* as they are. And he will continue to be ji 


in all they 4551 to ſuffer.” — That GOD i 


and 02“ be, juſt, in all that fallen angels and mew 
have ſuffered, and may yet ſuffer, is moſt true, bei 
cauſe they are voluntary Beings [Mr. Toplad 
ſays, © znvoluntary Beings” | and free-agents, | MW 
Toplady would ſay, neceſar agents | who be cg 1 
deſerve what they ſuffer; or who, if they ſuſſe 
without per/onal offence, as infants do, have iſ 


_ Chriſt a rich cordial, and an efficacious remedj 


which wil! cauſe their temporary ſufferings to au 
ſwer to all eternity the moſt admirable ends fc 
themſelves, if they do not reject God's graciou 
caſtigatory, probatory, or purificatory counſels to 


3 
2 
— 


But that Go ig and will be juſt in abſolutely or 
daining * involuntary beings" to fin and be damnei 
is what has not yet been proved by one argumer 


with the confidence which ſuits his peculiar logie 
concludes this part of his ſubject by the following 
triumphal exclamation ; 2 


he hy xe 
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ARG. XXXIII. [Ibid.] “ And if fo, what be- 
WL mes of the objection to God's decree of preterition” 
WT. fot: word for ab/olute reprobatton to remedileſs 
„and eternal death,] ** drawn from the article 
" injuſlice ? * - 

\Why it ſtands in full force, notwithſlanding all 
e arguments which have yet been produced. Nay, 


co anſwer it, as Mr, Toplady has done; that is, 
V pioducing arguments which cqualy ſhock reaſon 
Id conſcience, and which are crowned with this 
dew paradox: * fallen oy and fallen men, 
re involuntary Beings.” So that the laſt ſub ler- 
Wuge of moderate Calviniſts is now given up. For 
hen they try to vindicate God's ;uflice, with ref- 
ec to the damnation of their imaginary reprobates, 


hey ſay, that the poor creatures are damned as vo- 
de 118 ntary agents. But Mr. Toplady informs us that 
7 hey are damned as “ znvoluntary Beings,” that is, 


Ws cxcu/able Beings: — and might 1 not add, as 
%, Beings? For ſevangelically ſpeaking} is 
St poſhble that an involuntary Being ſhould be /in- 
? Why is the murderer's ſword /inleſs? Why 
is the candle, by which an incendiary fires your 
"houſe, an innocent flame? Is it not becauſe they 
Mare innoluntary Beings, or mere tools uſed by other 
WBeings? A cart accidentally falls upon you, and 
ou :nvoluntarily fall upon a child, who is killed 


Panged as a murderer! but the judge pronounces 
"FF ou perfettly guiltleſs? Why? Truly becauſe 
ou was in tat caſe, an ** znvoluntary Being as 
Vell as the cart, When therefore Mr. Toplady 
eſſerts that we are involuntary Beings, and inſinu— 
tes that God is zy/t in abſolutely predeſlinating us 
i fin neceſſarily, and to be damned eternally, he 


nf uſtius — crudele per crudeliuß. In a word, 
= he gives a finiſhing ſtroke to God's juſtice; and 
his pretended “ vindication“ of that tremendous 
Y 5 attribute 


he way to ſhew that an objection 18 wnanſwerable, 


a the ſpot. The father of the child wants you 


proves abſurdum per abſurdius — injuſtum per 
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attribute proves, if I may uſe his own expreſſion, 
a public, though [1 am perſuaded] an undeſignei 
'* d:famation” of it. | 


PLP LCA LL LPN 


An Anſwer to the arguments, by which Mr. Top- 
lady endeavours to reconcile calvinian reproba 
tion with divine mercy, : 


F it is impoſſible to reconcile calvinian repro- 
bation With divine Juſtice, how much more with 
divine mercy! This is however the difficult tak 
which Mr. T. ſets about next. Conſider we his!“ 
arguments | | 
ARG. XXXIV. [Page 45.] As God's ſor. i 
bearing to create more worlds than he has, is no 
impeachment of his omnipotence: ſo his forbearing | 
to /ave as many as he might, is noampeachment 
ol his infinite mercy.“ The capital flaw of this 
argumetit:\eonſfifts in ſubſtituting ſtill che phraſe 
* not ſaving,” for the phraſe ab/olutely reprobating 
to remedileſs in and everlaſting burnings. | The 
difference between theſe phraſes, which Mr. Tops 
lady uſes as equivalent, is prodigious. No body 
ever dreamt that God is anmerciſul becauſe he does. 
not take ſtones into heaven, or becauſe he does not 
ave every. pebble from its opacity, by making it 
tranſparent and glorious as a diamond; for pebbles 
ſuffer nothing by being paſſed by, and not /aved A 
into adamantine glory. But, if GoD made every 
pebble an organiſed, living body, capable of the 
keeneſt ſenſations; and if he appointed, that moſt * 
of theſe “ znvoluntary | senſible | berngs,” ſhould =» 
be abſolutely opaque, and ſhould be caſt into a 
lime-kiln, there to endure everlaſting burnings, for 
not having the tranſparency, which he decreed they # 
{hould never have: would it be impoſſible to re- 
Tk concile 
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Lancile his condutt to the loweſt idea we can form 
ven of Bonner's mercy ? W 5 
W Having thus pointed out the ſandy foundation of 
Mr. Toplady's argument, I ſhall expoſe its abſur- 
Wity by a ſimilar way of arguing. I am to prove 
What the king may without impeachment of his 
nercy put the greateſt part of his ſoldiers in ſuch 
Wrying circumſtances as ſhall neceſſitate them to 

leſert, and be ſhot for deſertion. To do this, I 
earn logic of Mr. T. and fay, * As the king's 
Worbearing to create more lords than he has, is no 
Winpeachment of his unlimited right of peerage ; 
Wo his forbearing to raiſe as many ſoldiers as he 
Wight is no impeachment of his great mercy.” So 
rr the argument is concluſive, rw 's by not 
4% ng ſoldiers, I artfully mean, abſolutely appoint- 

4 ond OE them to deſert and be ſhot, 
indicate the king's mercy as logically, as Mr. T. 
indicates the mercy of Manes' god. 

ARG. XXXV. [Page 46] If therefore the 
Becree of [caluintan} © reprobation be exploded, 
Wo account of its imaginary incompatibility with 
Wivine mercy, we muſt, upon the ſame principle, 
WE harge God with want of goodneſs in almoſt every 
Part of his relative conduct.“ — If this dark argue 
Wnent is brought to the /zght, it will read thus: 
=# God is znfinitely good in himſelf, though he 
mts the exerciſe ot his goodneſs in not forming 
many Beings as he night, and not in making 
hem all fo glorious as he could; and therefore he 
> infinitely merciful, though he abſolutely appoints 
Zillons of unborn creatures to temedileſs fin and 
Perlaſting fire.“ But what has the conclu/ton to 
do with the premiſes? What could Mr. T. think 
F me, 1t I preſented the public with the tollowing 

-Jophiſm? No body can reaſonably charge the 
King with want of goodneſs, for not enriching and 
ennobling every body: and therefore, no body can 
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reaſonably charge him with want of mercy, as de- 
\Ferecing, that ſo many of his new-born ſubjeQs 
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ſhall nece//arily be trained up in abſolute rebellic 
that he may legally throw them into a fiery furnace 
for neceſſarily fulfilling his absolute decree cc. 
cerning their rebellion.” Nevertheleſs, this abſyy 
argument contains juſt as much truth and mere, 
as that of Mr. Toplady's, | | 

. ARG. XXXVI. IIbid.] © There is no way af 
ſolidly, &. juſtifying the ways of God wil 


men, but upon this grand Datum, That the e ac: 
erciſe of his own infinite mercy, is regulated by At. 
voluntary determination of his own moſt wild th 
and. ſovereign pleaſure. Allow but this rational Ml pe 
ſcriptural, &c. propoſition, and every cavilMl © 
grounded on the chimerical unmercifulneſs of non 
election ceaſes even to be plauſible,” — The de. h 
feet of this argument conſiſts alſo in covering the \ 
it leg of Calviniſm, and in ſuppoſing, that calv- ! 
nian non-elrction is a bare non-exertzon of a peculf © 


lar mercy diſplayed towards ſome; where it is of 
poſitive act of barbarity. We readily grant that 
God is ixſixitely mercifut, though his infinite wil. 
dom, truth, and juſtice do not ſuffer him to ſhewf| 
the ſame mercy to all, which he does to Sone. 
But it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that, becauſe he is 
not bound to ſhew mercy to all thoſe, who have 
perſonally and unneceſſarily offended him [or indeed 
to any one of them] he may ſhew injuſtice andi 
eruelty to unborn creatures, who never per/onally 
offended him ſo much as by one wandering | 
thought, and he may absolutely doom myriads of * 


+ 


them to /n without remedy, and to be damned with 


N 


out Jail. | | A 

Ak. XXXVH, [Page 48.) Aﬀter all hi- 
pleas, to ſhew that God can, without impeachment 
of his ohne, juſlice, and mercy, abſolutely ap- 
point his unborn. creatures to remedileſs wickednels J 
end everlaſting torments; Mr. Toplady relents, 
and ſeems a little aſhamed of calvinian reprobation. 
He tells us, that Reprobation is, for the moſt 
part, ſomething purely negative, and __ ſo 7 


5 


"3 
9 85 
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far as God is, concerned, more! in it of negation 
than poſitivity,” But Mr, Toplady + knows that 
the unavoidable. end of; abſolute. reprobation is 
damnatton, and tha: the means conducive to this 
fearful end, is unavoidable wickedneſs : and he has 
already told us, p. 17, that God's own decree 
Secures the means as well as the ends, and accom- 
pliſhes the end by the means,” Now ſecuring and 
e a thing, is ſomething altogether' pg- 
tive. Hence it is, that page 8g, Mr. T. calls 
the decrees by which the reprobates ſin, not only 
ber miſſive, but“ effective; and tells us, page 77, 
God efficactouſly permitted” horrible wickednels. 
And herein he exactly follows Calvin, who, in 
his comment on Rom. ix. 18, ſays, © Indurandz 
verbum, quom Deo in ſcripturis tribuitur non ſolum 
permiſſionem (ut volunt diluti quidam moderatores) 
ſed divine quoque ire adtionem ſignificat.—“ The 
word harden, when it is attributed to God in ſcrip= 
ture, means not only permſion, | as ſome waſhy, 
compromizing divines would have it] but it ſignifies 
allo the action of divine wrath.” | | 
Beſides, ſomething nega/zve amounts, in a thous 
fand caſes, to ſomething pœſitive. A general, for ex- 
ample, demes gun-powder to ſome of his ſoldiers, 
to whom he owes a grudge ; he hangs them for no# 
firing, and then exculpates himſelt by ſaying, * My 
not giving them powder was a thing Arey 
* NEGATIVE.” I did nothing to them to hinder 
them from firing: on the contrary, 1 bad them fire 
away.” This is exactly the caſe with the Manichean 
god and his imaginary reprobates. He bids them 
repent or periſh --- believe or be damned do 
good works or depart into everlaſting fire. And 
yet, all the while, he keeps from them every dram 
of true grace, whereby they might ſavingly repent, 
believe, and obey. Is it not ſurpriſing that ſo. many 
of our goſpel-miniſters ſhould call preaching /uc/z 
a doctrine, preaching the Goſpel, and exaliing Chriſt l 


— But Mr. Toplady replies: | 
e ee 2038 > eee 
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quainted with an indigent neighbour, and have it 
in my power to enrich him, but do it not; am! 
the author of that man's poverty, only for reſolving 
to permit him, and for actually permitting * him, 
5 4540 to 


Not unlike this argument is that of the Letter - Writer, on 
whom [I have already beſtowed a note, Sect. II. 
Divine juſtice [/ays he, p. 4, 5-] could not condemn, 
ill the law was broken.” —— True : but calvinian Free-wrath 
reprobated from all eternity, and conſequently before the law 
was either broken or given. © Therefore condemnation did 
not take place before a law was given and broken.” This 
author wifes; for, if calvinian reprobation took place before 
the creation of Adam, and if it neceſſarily draws after it the 
uninterrupted breach of the law, and the condemnation conſe. 
ent upon that breach, calvinian reprobation differs no more 
rom everlaſting damnation, than condemning and nece/fitatin 
a man to commit murder, that he may infallibly be hanged, 
differs from condemm ing him to be hanged. —But, ** ſup» 
pole that out of twenty found guilty, his Majeſly King 
eorge ſhould pardon ten, he is not the cauſe of the other ten 
being executed. It was his clemency that pardoned any: it was 
their breaking the laws of the kingdom that condemned them, 
and not his Majeſty.” Indeed it wes his Majeſty who con- 
demned them, if in order to do it without fail, he made, 1. 
Efficacious and irreſiſtible decrees of the means, that they ſhould 
_ neceſſarily and unavoidably be guilty of robbery ; and, 2. 
Efficacious and irreſiſtible decrees of the end, that they ſhould 
unavoidably be condemned for their neceſſitated crimes, and in- 
evitable guz/t, The chain by which the god of Manes and 
Calvin drags poor reprobates to hell, has three capital links: 
the firſt is, Ab/olute, unconditional reprobation; the ſecond is, 
Neceſſary, remedileſs fin; and the third is, enſured, eternal dam» 
nation. Now although the middle link intervenes between the 
firſt and the laſt link, it is only as a neceſſary connexion be- 
tween them: for ſays Mr. Toplady [p. 17.] God's own 
decree ſecures the means as well as the end and accompliſhes 
the end by the means. That is, [when this doctrine is ap- 
plied to the p:ieſent caſe, ] The firſt link, which is calvintan re- 
probation, draws the middle diabohical link, which is reme- 
dileſs wickedneſs, as well as the laſt link, which is znfernal and 
finiſhed damnation. Thus Calvin's god . accompliſhes” dam- 
nation by means of fin; or, if you pleaſe, he draws the third 
link by means of the ſecond. Who can conſider this and not 
wonder at. the prejudice of the Letter-Writer, who boldly 
_ affirms, that, upon the calvinian ſcheme, God is no more the 
author and cauſe of the damnation of the reprobates, than the 


king 
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b continue poor? Am I blameable for his poverty, 
cauſe I do not give him the utmoſt I am able? 
zimilar is the caſe now in debate. Ever ſince the 
all of Adam, mankind are by nature ſpiritually 
bor.“ | 
Mr. T. is greatly miſtaken when he ſays, © /imi- 
ar ts the caſe nom in debate.” To ſhow that it is 
ntirely diſſimilar, we need only make his partial 
Illuſtration ſtand fairly “ upon its legs.“ It you 
know that your neighbour, who is an induſtrious 
tenant of yours, muſt work or break; and if, in 
order to make him break, according to your decree 
of the end, you make a decree of the means — an 


Ce //icactous decree, that his cattle ſhall die, that his 


plow ſhall be ſtolen, that he {hall fall ſick, and that 
no body ſhall help him; I boldly fay, You are 
" the author of that man's poverty.” — And if, 
when you have reduced him to ſordid want, and 
have, by this means, clothed his numerous family 
with filthy rags, you make another efficactous, FA 


W /olute decree, that a majority of his children ſhall 


never have a good garment, and that at whatſoever 
time the conſtable ſhall find them with the only 
ragged coat, which their bankrupt father could 
afford. to give. them, they. ſhall all be ſent to the 
houſe of, correction, and ſeverely whipt there, 
merely for not having on a certain coat, which you 
took care they ſhould never have; and for wearing 
the filthy rags, which you decreed they ſhould ne- 
cefſarily wear; you ſhow yourſelf as mercle/s to 
the poor man's children, as you ſhewed yourſelf 
ill. natured to the poor man himſelf. To prove 
king is the cauſe of the condemnation of the criminals whom 
he does not pardon |! For my part, the more I conſider Calvin» 
iſm, the more I ſee, that the decree of the abſolute reprobation, 
which is inſeparable from the decree of abſolute election, re- 
preſents God as the ſure author of ſin, in orderito repreſent 
him as the Jure author of damnation. The horrible myſtery 


of abſolute; reprobat ion, neceſſary ſin, and enſured damnation, 
is not leſs eſſential to Calviniſm, than the glorious myſtery of 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is eſſential to Chriſtianity : and yet, 


Calviniſm is % the Goſpel ! = the doctrines of Grace!” 7 
FREE, that 


38 ANSWER ro Ms. TOPLADY. 


that ii isa juſt ſtate of the caſe, if the doctrine ( 
abſolute predeſtination is true, I refer the reader tg 
Section II. where he will find Calviniſm oN ir; 
11 
Upon the whole, if 1 miſtake not, it is evident 
that the arguments by which Mr. Toplady endes. 
vours to reconcile calvinian reprobation with divine 
mercy, are as inconcluſive as thoſe, by which be 
tries to reconcile it with divine ju/t:ce ; both ſort 
of arguments drawing all their plauſibility from 
the ſkill with which Logica Genevenſis tucks up 
the left leg of Calviniſm, or covers it with decent. 
ful buſkins, which are called by a variety of delu. WM 
ſive names, ſuch as paſſing by, not electing. not 
owing ſalvation, limiting the diſplay of goodneſs, 
not extending mercy infumtely, not ennching, &c. 
juſt as if all theſe phraſes together conveyed one 
juſt idea of calvinian reprobation, which is an ab- i 
ſolute, unconditional dooming of myriads of un-. 
born creatures, to live and die in neceſſary, remed:- 
leſs wickedneſs, and then to depart into everlaſting 
fire, merely becauſe Adam, according to divine 
redeſtination, neceſſarily finned ; obediently ful- 
ling God's abſolute, irreverſible, and efficacious 
decree of the means Lay. An antinomian decree We 
this, by which, if Calviniſm is true, God ſecured 
and accompliſhed the decree of the end, that is, 
the remedileſs fin and eternal damnation of the re- 
probate : for, lays Mr. T. [p. 17.] “God's own 
decree /ecures the means as well as the end, and 
accompliſhes the end by the means.” 

And now, candid Reader, ſay, if Mr. T. did 
not act with a degree of partiality, when he called 
his book A Vindication of Gop's Decrees, Kc. 
from the Defamations of Mr. Weſley ? —An1if * 
he could not, with greater propriety, have called 
it, „An unſcriptural and illogical Vindication of 
the horrible decree, from the ſcriptural and rational 
exceptions made againſt it by Mr. Weſley ? 


SECTION 


and an. impartial reß 


| they draw after hem. 
of a heated imaginations 


the Scripture-proofs by which Mr. T. 


A view of 

attempts do demonſtrate die uuch of calvinian 

reprobation- wy - | 
Nament hold forth 1 


HAT the Old and New Te 
a partial reprobation of diſtinguiſhing grace 
robation of retributive Juſtice, = 
is a Capital truth of the olpel. One of the lead- {> 
ing errors of che Calviniſts con in confounding 
and che eledions which 


theſe tWO reprobations, 
By che impet 


of neceſſita- 
as the {crip=- 


Rom. ix. 20 — 2. 
z of (cripture, or are 

It not, prove the forget) · If they be, Jou cannot 
fight against reprobation. without fighting againſt 
God. Far from lighting againſt ſcriptu 
pation, WE maintain, AS Ot. Paul does in Rom. ix · 
1. That God has an abſolute right gratuitouſly 
ſes to either of his w-² d glad 


to call whom he. plea 
covenants of peculiarity [(Judaiſm a 


. 
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and gratuitouſly to reprobate whom he will, f1g, 
the bleſſings peculiar to theſe covenants; leaving , 
many nations and individuals as he thinks fit, ung, 
the general bleſſings of the gracious covenan 
which he made with reprieved Adam, and wid 
ſpared Noah. — 2. We aſſert, that God has an in. 
dubitable right judicially to reprobate obſtinate u 
believers, under all the diſpenſations of his grace WiWintd 
and to appoint, that [as ſtubborn unbelievers | ther 
= ſhall be veſſels of wrath fitted for deſtruction b. 
$0 | their own unbelief, and not by God's free wrathh mi 
i This is all the reprobation which St. Paul contend 
g for in Rom. ix. See Scales, Sect. xi. where Mr, 

| T.'s objeQtion is anſwered at large. Therefore Wn? 
with one hand, we defend cripture- reprobation; 
and with the other, we attack calvinian reprobation; 
maintaining that the Pm e eee I of 123 2 
and of juſtice, are as different from calvinian damn. 
ing reprobation, as appointing a ſoldier to continue W 
a ſoldier, and not to be a captain, or appointing a 
wilful deſerter to be ſhot, is different from appoint. 
ing a ſoldier neceſſarily to deſert, that he may una» 

voidably be ſhot for deſertion. R 
Having thus vindicated the pgod!y reprobation 
maintained by St. Paul, from the milapprehenſions 
of Mr. Toplady, we point at all the paſſages which 
we have produced in the Scripture. ſcales in defence 
of the dotfrines of juſtice, the conditionality of 
the reward of the inheritance, and the freedom of 
the will. And, 1etorting Mr. T.'s argument, we 
ſay, „Now, are thoſe the words of ſcripture, or 
are they not? If not, prove the forgery. If they 
be, you cannot fight againſt. the” conditional] 
** reprobation” | which we defend | without fight- 
ing againſt God,” — You cannot fight for calvinian 
reprobation, without fighting for free-wrath and the 

e2/-principled deity wor ſhipped by the Manichees. 
Arc XL. [Page 51.] Mr. T. ſupports abso- 
lute reprobation by quoting 1 Sam. ii. 24. They 
[the ſons of Eli! hearkened not to the voice of 

| their 
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bonner father, becauſe the Lord would ſlay them.“ — 
ng nere we are given to underſtand, that, by the de- 
unde cree of the means, the Lord ſecured the diſobedience 
Bangor theſe wicked men, in order to accompliſh his 
wii Jocrce of the end, that is, their abſolute deſtruction. 
n in. To this truly calvinian inſinuation we anſwer, 


1. The ſons of Eli, who had turned the tabernacle 


race into an houſe ok ill fame, and a den of thieves. had 
the r/onally deſerved a judicial reprobation; God 
? by WT: hercioie could Juſtly give them up to a reprobate 
rache mind, in conſequence of their perſonal, avoidable, 
nd repeated and aggravated crimes, —2, The word 
M. þ:lling does not here neceſſarily mply eternal dam- 
ore nation. The Lord led, by a lion, the man of 
nod from Judah, for having flopped in Bethel: 
oni — be 4:/ld Nadab and Abiu tor offering ſlrange 
ce hre: — he 4i/l:d the child of David and Ba:l:ſheba ; 


be “led many of the Corinthians, for their ir— 
Wreverent partaking of the Lord's Supper: — but 
the /n wnto [bodily] death is not the fin unto 
ternal death; for St. Paul informs us, that the 
ody is ſome imes © given up to Satan, lot the de— 
Wirutiion of the flefh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved 
Wn the day of ihe Lord,” 1 Cor. v. 5. — 3. The 


15 lebrew particle g, which 1s rendered in our trans» 
h ation bcau/e, means allo therefore: and fo our 


gr ce-wrath would have gone propleſs; and we ſhout! 
pave bad thefe ediſying words: zy {tlie ſons of 
li] kcorkened not to the vc ic? of their father, and 
IF crefore the lord would flay them. Tius the vo— 
gary /in of free-agents would be repreſented as 
lie caule Of their deferred ref robation, and rot 
Meir undeſerved reprobation, as the cauſe ci their 


ee in. See Sett. II. 


e ranflators themſclves have rendered it alter St. Paul, 
f yd the Sepluagint. Pl. cxvi. to, I believed, 19, 
t therrjore will I ſpeak: ' fee 2 Cor. iv. 1: 
> | they had done their part as well in tranflatiug 
oe verle quoted by Nr. Toplady, the doftiines of 
| 
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ARG. XLI. [Page 51.] Mr. T. tries to p 
abſolute reprobation by quoting theſe words of a 
Lord, Thou Capernaum, which art exalted 
heaven, ſhould be brought down to hell; for ifth; 
mighty works, which have been done in thee, hy 
been done.in Sodom, it would [or might] have n 
mained unto this day.” 

This paſſage, if I am not miſtaken, is nothi 
but a ſtrong expoſtulation and reproof, admiratj 


pf Jer 


„EIL. 
ng 81 
00 
les 1 
| els, 
thou, 
s un 


rſt « 


calculated to ſhame the unbelief, and alarm the fea = ork 
of the Capernaites. Suppoſe I had an enemp ent 
whoſe obſtinate hatred had reſiſted for years iW®" il 
conſtant tokens of my love: and ſuppoſe 1 ſaid d to 
him, * Your obduracy is aſtoniſhing: if I WE: 
| ſhawn to the fierceſt tiger the kindneſs which! 5 
ou 


bave ſhown you, I could have melted the ſavap 
beaſt into love:” would it be right, from ſuch 
fgurative ſuppoſition, to conclude, that 1 abſolute 
| « believed, I could have tamed the fierceſt tiger? 


But this paſſage taken in a literal ſenſe, far fron 
proving the abſolute reprobation of Sodom, demon 
ſtrates that Sodom was never reprobated in the ca 
vinian ſenſe of the word: for if it had been 4 
Solutely reprobated from all eternity, no works don 
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in her by Chriſt and his apoſtles, could have over ©; 
come her unbelief: but our Lord obſerves, that DHC. 
ſtrong unbelief could have been overcome by H 
extraordinary means of faith, which could not cox 
quer the unbelief of Capernaum. Mr. T. goes on x; 


ARG, XLII. [Ibid.] © But though God knolf n 
the citizens of Sodom would“ [or might] * hare 
reformed their conduct, had his providence mail AF 
uſe of effeftua!” Mr. T. ſhould ſay of al 2 
effectual] © means to that end; ſtill theſe effeftual'® FT "Tt 
Mr. T. ſhould ſay, all thele extraordinary an 4 4 
peculiar} © means were not vouchſafed.“ — True 2 8 
becauſe, according to the election of grace, Gol 1 
uſes more means and more Powerful means 1 | 
convert ſome cities, than he daes to convert oth:ri'j 


5 


witneſs the caſe of Nineveh, compared with hl 
ol | 
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Jericho. This is ſtrongly maintained in my 
'Liſay on the partial reprobation of diſtinguiſh- 
ng grace,” where this very paſfage is produced. 
at ſlill we affirm two things: —— 1. God always 
iſes means {uſhcient to demonſtrate, that his good- 
eſs, patience, and mercy, are over all his works, 
though in different degrees, ] and to teſtity that he 
s unwilling that ſinners {ſhould die; unleſs they 
rſt obſtinately, and without neceſſity, refuſed to 
work out Heir own eternal ſaluation with the ta- 
ent of temporary ſalvation, which is given to all, 
or the ſake of him whoſe /aving grace has appear- 
d to all men, and who euliglitens | in various de- 
precs] every man that came into the world. 
p. As the men of Sodom were not absolutely lo/l, 
hough they had but ore talent of means, no more 
ere the men of Capernaum ab/olutely Saved, 
hough God favoured them with ſo many more 
talents of means, than he did the men of Sodom. 
ence it appears, that Mr. T. has run upon tbe 
point of his own ſword; the paſſage, which he 
appeals to, proving, that God does not work ſo 
zrre/i/itbly upon either Jews or Gentiles, as to ſe- 
cure his absolute approbation of ſome, and his 
WoV/olute reprobation of others, 

ARC. XLIII. | Page 52.] Mr. T. to prop up 
Naalvinian reprobation, quotes theſe words of Chriſt, 
Fill ye up the meaſure of your fathers,” Mat., 
ii. 32; and he takes care to produce the words 
=! ye vp, in capitals; as if he would give us to 
underſtand, that Chriſt is extremely buſy in getting 
Sc probates to /n and be damned. For my part, as 
© believe that Chriſt never preached up /in and 
2 chedne/s, I am perſuaded that this expreſſion is 
Poching but a firong, zrontcal reproof of fin, like 
hat in the Revelation, Let him that is unjuſt, be 
unjuſt ſtil]; ” — or that in the Goſpel, Sleep on, 
no, and take your reſt : ”' — or that in the book! 
ot Lcclefialtes, “ Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
Voutb, and walk in the ways of thy heart,“ &c. but 
= ) know: * 


- 4 
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know, &c. I ſhudder when I conſider * do, Mihat r 
of grace,” ſo called, which ſupport themſelves H &c-] 
repreſenting Chriſt as a preacher of wickednet,WHez< 
Calviniſm may be compared to that inſect, whichmen, 
feeds on putrifying carcaſſes, lights only upon real o [© 
or apparent ſores, and delights chiefly in the mei them 
of corruption. If there is a fault in our tranſlation 
Calviniſm will pals over an hundred plain paſſage 
well-tranſlated, and will eagerly light upon the error, 
Thus, p. 5g and 57, Mr. Toplady quotes,“ Being 
difobedient whereunto they were appointed,” 1 Pe, 
31, 1. He had rather take it for granted, that the 
god of Manes ab/olutely predeſtinates ſome people 
to be diſobedient, than to do the holy God Juſtice 
to admit this godly {enſe, which the original bears} 
Being diſobedient, whereunto they have ſet, or, 
diſpoſed themſelves.” See the proofs, Scales, pa, 
506, and pa. 138. 
ARG. XLIV. [Page 52.] Mr. T. till pleading 
for the horrible decree of calvinian reprobation, 
ſays, St. Matthew, if poſlible, expreſſes it lil 
more ſtrongly: “ „it is given unto you to know 
the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven: but toi 
them it is not given.“ Matt. xiii. 11. — I anſwer: e 
1, If, by the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, WW” 
you underſtand the myſtertes of chriſtianity, it is ab. 
ſurd to fay, that all, who are not bleſſed with the 
knowledge of theſe myſteries, are calviniſtically re. 
probated. This I demonſtrate by verſes 16, 17, and 
by the parallel place in St. Luke: “all things are 9 
delivered to me of my Father: and no man know 
eih who the Son is, but the Father; and who the 
Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
wil reveal him.“ [That is, the myſtery of a rela 
tive perſonality of Father and Son in the Godhead, "i 
has not been expreſsly revealed to others, as I chuſe 
10 reveal it to you my chriſlian friends: ] and, [to 
ſhew that this was his meaning] “he turned him 
unto his diſciples, and ſaid privately, bleſſed are tbe 
eyes which ſee the things that ye fee: for 1 15 vou. 
that 
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that many prophets [ſuch as Samuel, Iſaiah, Daniel» 
&c.] and Rings ſuch as David, Solomon, Joſiah- 
Hezekiah, &c. [St. Matthew adds, ] and righteous 
men, [ſuch as Noah, Abraham, &c.] have deſired 
to ſee thoſe things which ye ſee, and have not ſeen 
them; and to hear the things which ye hear, and 
have not heard them.” Luke x. 22, 23, 24, Matt, 
xiii. 17. Is not Mr. T. exceſſively fond of re- 
probating people to death, it he ſuppoſes, that, be- 
cauſe it was not given to thoſe prophets, kings, and 


e. Mriglieous men, to know the myſteries of the chriſtian 
he ailpenſation, they were all abſolutely doomed to ſin 
plefWon, and be damned? | 

coll But 2, ſhould it be aſſerted, that, by the my/lertes 


Flle kingdom, we are to underſtand here every 
degice of ſaving Tight, then the reprobation men- 
toned in Matt, xiii. 11, is not the partial repro-. 
ation of 7 but the zmparizal reprobation of 
pu/lice: and, in this caſe, to appeal to this verſe in 
ſupport of a chimerical reprobation of ' /7ee-wrath, 
rgues great inattention to the context; for the very 
'ext verſe fixes the reaſon of the reprobation ok the 
Jews who heard the goſpel of Chiiſt, without being 
r:MMWenchited by it; — a reaſon this, which ſaps the 
* Foundation of abſolute reprobation. Bu? unte them 
b is not given; — for they are calviniſtically repro- 
heated! No. — Uno them it is not given: for. 
. vhoſoever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall 


(Wave more abundance : but whoſvever hath not [to 
re orpole] trom him ſhall be taken away, even that 
$8 1 


„e hath,“ Matt. Kili. 12. This anti-colvinian ſenſe 
je drongle confirmed by our Lord's words two verles 

We low: “o hom it in nut geven, &c. “ for this people's 
- JW 18 waxed groſs; [nuvte: it ig waxed groſs, there- 


oy 


8 
N 0 5 [ 
| 


, 1 Pre it was not /o groſs at firft as it is now: ] and 
ſe eir ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes /%ey 
o ade cle; Nell at any time they ſhould fee with 
err eyes, and near with their ears, and ſhould under» 
e FPand wih their heart, and ſhould be converted, and 
| „ laoull beal chem,“ Matt. xiii. 13. To produce 
= +03 therefore 
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therefore, Matt. xiii. 11, as a capital proof of ey. 
vintan reprobation, is as daring an impoſition upon 
the credulity of the ſimple, as to produce Exodus 
xx. in defence of adultery and murder. However, 
ſuch arguments will not only be fwallowed down in 
Geneva as tolerable, but the author of P. O. will 
cry them up as * moſt maſterly.” | 
ARG. XLV, [Page 53.] Mr. T. concludes his 
ſcripture-proofs of calviman reprobation by theſe 
words: Now I leave it to the deciſion of any un. 
prejudiced, capable man upon earth, whether it be 
not evident, from theſe palſages, &c. that God 
hath determined to leave ſome men to periſh in their 
fins, and to be juſtly puniſhed for them? I 
alſirming which I only gave the ſcripture as I found 
it.“ — That the ſcriptures produced by Mr. T. prove 
this, is true: we maintain it as well as he; and if he 
will impoſe no other reprobation upon us, we are 
ready to ſhake hands with him. Nor needs he call 
his book, “ More work for Mr. Welley,“ but fal 
+ A reconciliation with Mr, Weſley: ”” tor, when th 
we ſpeak of the reprobation of j uſlice, we aller, MF x 
that God hath determined to leave ſome men, Nu 
namely, the wiſe and prudent in their own eyes, 
the proud and diſobedient, who do deſpite to the 
ſpirit of grace to the end of their day of ſalvation, 1 


to periſh in their ſins, and to be pu/lly puniſhed FF \ 
for them.” But, according to Mr. T's ſyſtem, the | 
men left to pertſh in their fans, are not the men « 


whom the ſcriptures, which he has quoted, deſcribe ; 
but, poor creatures abſolutely ſentenced to neceſſary, "i 
remedileſs ſin, and to unavoidable, eternal damna- 
tion, long before they had an exiſtence in their 
mother's womb. And, in this caſe, we affirm, that 
their endleſs torments can never be ju/{: and of 
_ conſequence, that the calvinzan reprobation of un- 
born men, which Mr. T. has tried to dreſs up in 
{cripture phraſes, is as contrary to the ſcripture- re- 
probation of ſtubborn offenders, as Herod's order- 
ing the barbarous deſtruction of the Holy Innocents, 
is different from his ordering the 7:g4tcous execution Rt 
of bloody marderers, 2 
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An anſwer to the arguments by which Mr. T. tries 
to reconcile Calviniſm with the doftrine of tne 
day of judgment, and abſolute neceſſity with 
moral agency. 

HEY, who zndiredaly ſet aſide the day 0 
judgment, do the cauſe of religion as muc 

miſchief as they, who andtredly ſet alide the immor- 
tality of the foul. Mr. Weſley aſſerts, that the 


Calviniſts are the men. His words are, On the 


ir principle of abſolute predeſtination, there can be 
nM no future judgment: It 1equires more pains than 
dall men upon earth, and all the devils in hell, will 
e ever be able to take, to reconcile the dofirine of 
e calvinian] r-provation with the doctrine of a pudg- 
e ment-day.” --- Mr. T. anſwers : 

AC. XLVI. [Page 82.] © The conſequence is 
WE falſe; for abſolute predeſtination is the very thing 


cable; and if judicable, they are punſrable.” 


that renders the future judgment certain: God hat 
APPOINTED à day in which he will judge the 
world in righteouſneſs by the man whom he hath 
ORDAINED.” --- If Mr. T. had put the words 2 
W 7:ghteou/neſs in capitals, inſtead of the words appoint- 
ed and ordained | which he fondly hopes, will con- 
vey the idea of the calbinian decrees | he would 


XX have touched the knot of the difficulty: for the 


queſtion is not, Whether there a be a day of 


Judgment; but, Whether, on the principle of ab- 


| ſolute predeſlination, there can be a day of judg- 
ment, conſiſtently with divine equity, Juflice, wis- 


dom, and /incerity : and that theie can, Mr. Toplady 


attempts to prove by the following reaſoning, 
Ac. XLVII. [Page 83.] © The moſt flagrant 
y ſinners fin voluntarily, noiwithitanding the inevit- 
able accomplilhment of God's eiletlive and per- 
miſſive decrees, Now they, who fin voluntarily, 
are accountable : and accountable ſinners are judi- 


Mr. T. 
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Mr. T. has told us [p. 45.] that “Fallen men 
are involuntary Beings; fand in this page he tel}; 


ands 
us, that they ſin voluntarily. Now we, who never þands 


ards 
ſolu! 
and as 


learned Mr. T's logic, cannot underſtand how ix. 
voluntary Beings can fin voluntarily. Bat, letting 
this contradiction paſs, and granting that ſinnerz 


offend voluntarily, I aſk, Is their π7¼¼ at liberty tg _ 
chuſe otherwiſe than it does, or is it not? If you peprol 
ſay, it is at liberty to chuſe otherwiſe than it does, gracie 
you renounce necęſſitating predeſtination, and yon a8 
allow the doctrine of free-wil! which is the bulwark ar 
of the ſecond goſpel-axiom, and the ſcripture-engine , = 
which batters down calvinian reprobation : and, ele 
upon this ſcriptural plan, it is moſt certain, that 3 


God can judge the world in righteouſneſs, that is, 
in a manner which reffetts praiſe upon his eſſential 
Juſtice and wi/dom. But if you inſinuate, that the 
will of ſinners is abſolutely bound by the * effica- Arc 
cious purpoſes of heaven,” and by the * effective 
decrees” of him who “ worketh all things in all M'*. 
men, and even wickedneſs in the wicked; --- if | 15 
you ſay, that God's decree concerning every man =3 
is zrrever/ible, whether it be a decree of abſolute | 
election to life, or of abſolute reprobation to death, 
gRBecauſe God's own decree ferures the means as | 
„ well as the end, and accompliſte; the end by the 
*® means,” p. 17; --- or which comes to the ſame | 
thing, if you aſſert, that the reprobate always ſin if 
n*ceſſarily, having no power, no liberty to will i 
righteouſneſs; you anſwer like a conſiſtent Calviniſt, | 
and ponr ſhame, folly, and unrighteouſneſs upon 
the tribunal, where Chriſt will judge the world in 
righteouſnels. 
A juſt illuſtration will convince the unprejudiced 
rea ler, that this is really the caſe. By the king's 


Wanot 
irre 
W chi! 


« efficacious permiſſion,” a certain ſtrong man called 

Adam, binds the hands of a thouſand children be- 

hin4 their back with a chain of braſs, and a trons 7 

n . 2 5 2 1248 

lack, of which the king himſelf keeps the key. | 
When the children are thus chained, the king com- 
| = mands ' | 
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nands them all, upon para of death, to put their 
hands upon their breaſt, and promiſes ample re- 
ards to thoſe who will do it. Now, as the king is 
abſolute, he paſſes by 700 of the bound children, 
and as he paſſes them by, he hangs about their neck 
black ſtone, with this inſcription,“ Unconditional 
reprobation to death:“ but being merciful too, he 
graciouſly fixes his love upon the 1eſt of the chil- 
ren, juſt goo in number, and he ordains them to 
finiſhed ſalvation by hanging about their necks a 


Tk | | 55 | a 

ne (cate fone, with this inſcription, © Unconditional 
q election to life.“ And, that they may not mils 
1+ cheir reward by non- performance of the above- men- 


tioned condition, he gives the key of the locks to 
Wanother ſtrong man nained Chriſt, who, in a day of 
irreſiſlible power, looſes the hands of the goo elect 
children, and chains them upon their breaſt, as 
Witrongly as they were before chained behind their 
back, When all the elect are properly bound 
agrecably to orders, the king proceeds to judge the 
children according to their works, that is, according 
to their having put their hands behind their back, 
Wor upon their breaſt, In the mean time, a queſtion 
ariſes in the court: Can the king judge the children 
concerning the poſition of their bands, without 
rendering himſelf ridiculous ? Can he wiscly re- 
IE ward the ele& favourites with life according to therr 
works, when he has abſolutely done the rewardable 
work for them by the ſtronger man? And can he 
eh puniſh the reprobate with eternal death, for 
not putting their hands upon their bieaſt; when the 
lrong man has, according to a royal decree, abſo- 
lutely bound them behind their back? -“ Yes, be 
can“ [ſays a counſellor, who has learned logic in 
my ſtic Geneva] * for the children have hands, not- 
IF withſtanding the znevitable accompliſhment of the 
NF king's efedive and permiſſive decrees : now, children 
= who have hands, and do not place them as they are 
5 bid, are accountable, and accountable children are 
Judicable: and if judicable, they are 1 
5 TH 
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This argument would be excellent, it the counſello WW. ſe 
did not ſpeak of hands, which are abſolutely tied. we 
But it is not barely the having Hands, but the hav." 7 
ing Aands free, which make us accountable for not we” 
placing them properly. | an | 
Apply this plain obſervation to the caſe in hand, il © 
and you will ſee, 1. That it is not barely the having 
a will, but the having free-uill, which conſtitutes 
us accountable, judicable, and puniſhable : ---2. That, 
of conſequence, Mr. Toplady's grand argument is 
as inconcluſive as that of the counſellor :---3. That, 
both arguments are as contrary to good ſenſe, az WM n 
the ſlate of hands at liberty, is contrary to the hands 1 
ab/olulely tied; --< as contrary to reaſon, as free-will r 
is contraty to a will abſolutely bound: --- And 4, P 
That, of conſequence, the 4 of the day of : 
Judgment is as incompatible with calvinian predes- 4 
tination, as ſenſe with nonſenſe, and Chriſt with f 
Belial. | | | 
However, if Mr. T. cannot carry his point by 


reaſon, he will do it by ſcripture; and therefore he | 
raiſes ſuch an argument as this: we oſten read in 


the Bible, that there will be a day of judgment: we 


often meet alſo in the Bible, with the words muſt, 
and neceſſity ; and therefore, according to the Bible, 
the doctrine of a day of judgment is conſiſtent with 
the doctrine of the abſolutt necęſſity of human adlions: 
Juſt as if, in a thouſand caſes, a degree of neceſſity, 
or a muſt, were not as different from ab/olute ne- 
ceſſity, as the want of an apartment in the king's 
palace is different from the ab/olute want of a room 
in any houſe in the kingdom.” The abſurdity of 
this argument will be better underſtood by conſider- 
ing the paſſages which Mr. T. produces to prove, 
that when men do good or evil, God's abſolute de- 


cree of predeſlination neceſſitates them to do it. 

ARG. XLVIII. [Page 60.] It muſt needs be 
that offences come.” There muſt be hereſies 
among you.” Such things [wars, &c.] muſt needs 
be.“ When Mr. T. builds calvinian neceſſity upon 


theſe 
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theſe ſcriptures, he is as much miſtaken, as if 
he fancied that Mr. Welley and I were fatali/ts, 
becauſe we ſay, * Conſidering the courſe and wicked- 
neſs of the world, it cannot be but Chriſtendom 
will be diſtracted by hereſies, law ſuits, wars, and 
murders; for ſo long as men well follow world]! 
maxims, rather than evangelical precepts, ſuch things 
„ % come to paſs.” Again, would not the reader 
© is MI think that I trifled, if I attempted w prove ab/olute 
bat. necr//ity from ſuch ſcriptural expreſſions as thele ? 
33 Seven days ye muſt eat unleavened bread,” New 
nds vine muſt be put into new bottles.” * He muſt 
4% Leeds go through Samaria.” 1 have bought a 
4. piece of ground, and I muſt needs go and fee it.“ 
of MW © How can I ſin againſt God? I have married a 
g, mvife, and therefore I cannot come.” The mul- 
th titude muſt needs come together” [to mob Paul | 
Acts xxi. 22. A biſhop nu be blameleſs.” 
« Ye muſt needs be ſubje&t [to rulers] not only for 
wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake.” 

Once more: who does not ſee, that there is what. 
the poverty of language obliges me to call, 1. A 
nece/3ity of duty: I muſt pay my debts: ---- I 
mu/t preach next Sunday.” 2. A neceſſity of 
civilitiy: I muſt pay ſuch a viſit.“ g. A ne- 
ceſſuty of circumſtance: In going from Jeruſalem 
to Galilee, I mu/? needs paſs through Samaria, be- 
cauſe the high way lies directly through Samaria.” 
A neceſſity of conventence: ** 1 am tired wich writing, 
I muſt leave off.“ A neceſſity of decency: © 1 
muſt not go naked,” 6. A neceſſity of prudence : 
*1 muſt look before I leap,” &c. Now, all 
theſe forts of necgſſily, and an hundred more of the 
like ſtamp, do not mount to one ſingle grain of cal- 
vintan, abſolute, mſeparable neceſſiiy. However, a 
rigid predeſtina; ian [ſuch is the force of prejudice! ] 
Tees his imaginary necefity in almoſt every mu/t ; 
Juſt as a j-alous man lees adultery in almoſt every 
look, which his virtuous wiſe caſts upon the man 
whom he fancies to be his rival. 


ARG. 
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ly wills for us, is as abſurd as to ſay, that when, 


ARG. XLIX. [Page 61.] *©* Aſotute neceſſy, 
then is perfectly conſiſtent with ' willingneſs any 
freedom in good agency, no leſs than in bad, Fo 
it is a true maxim, Ui voluntas, ibi Libertas.“ 
That is, Where there 15 a WILL, there is LiBkaty, 
This maxim, which has led many good men imo 
Calviniſm, I have already expoſed ; fee Scales, p. 
261. To what is there advanced, 1 add the follow. 
ing remark. As there may be Liberty) where there 
is not a will, ſo there may be > 2:4! where there iz 
not liberty. The firſt idle {chooi- boy whom you 
meet, will convince you ot it. 1 aſk him, © when 
you are at ſchool, and have a w:{/, or, as you call 
it, a mind to go and play, have you liberty or free- 
dom to doit?“ He anſwers, No; Here i; 
then a WILL without LIBERTY. I aſk him again, 
„When you are at ſchool, where you have free- 
dom or liberty to ply your book, have you a will 
to do it,” He honeſtly anſwers, * No,“ again, 
Here is then LIBERTY without a WILL. How 
falſe therefore is this propoſition, that where there 
2 a will there is liberty! Did judicious Calviniſts 
conſider this, they would no more fay, If all! 
men were redeemed, they would ell come out of 
the dungeon of fin.” For there may be a freedom 
to come out conſequent upon redemption, where 
there is no w?l! exerciſed. Oh, but God makes 
us willing in the day of his power.” True: in 
the day of ſalvation he reſtores to us the faculty of 
chuſing moral good with ſome degree of eaſe ; and 
from time to time, he pecultarly helps us to make 
atts of willingneſs. But to ſuppoſe that he ab/olute- 


alter a quinſy, his gracicus providence res us a 
degree of liberty to ſwallow, he nece/ilates us to 
eat and drink, or actually ſwallows for us. 

ABC. L. [Page 61.] In his refuſal to diſmiſs 
the Itraelites, &c, © he [Pharachj could will no 
otherwiſe than he did, Exod. vii. 3, 4.” — Is not 


th's a miſſake? When Pharaoh coalidered, did he 


not 
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not aller his mind? Did he not ſay to Moſes, Be 
bone, and bleſs me alſo? If omnipotence had 40%. 
{utely hardened him, would he have complied at 
aſt? Do unchangeable decrees change as the 


TY, Nein of Pharaoh changed ? | 
nv Arc. LI. [Page 61, 62.] “So when Sul went 
„ p. Nome to Gibeah, it is ſaid, © There went with bim 
ow. I band of men, whoſe hearts God had touched.” In 
here like manner, God is ſaid to have flirred up the ſpirit 
Te / Cyrus. * Then roſe up, &c. the Levites, with 
You n them whoſe ſpirit God raiſed up.“ Will any man 
"hen ſay, that theſe did not will freely, only becauſe they 
call _ neceſſarily ? ”? 
re. . I {for one] ſay, that while they willed neces- 
e is 159 fin the calvinian ſenſe of the word ncefery} 
n, Whey did not—they could not will freely [in the mora 


enſe of the word free.] For Mr. T. is not morall 


will zee to will, fo long as he is abſolutely bound to will 
- d. ne ching; any more than a man is free to look 0 
low Whc left, who is abſolutely bound to look to the 774, 
455 et the object he looks at engage his heart and eye 
ifs 


ver ſo pleafingly. God's Spirit prevents, accom— 
danies, and follows us in every good thing ; all our 
004 ka are begun, continued, and ended 1 in Aim: 


on Mut they are not neceſſar y, in the ca'vinian ſenfe of 
cre Ie word. In moral caſes God does not ab/olule!y 
kes eceſſitate us, though he may do it in propheſtc and 
in 


political caſes, Thus, he neceſſitated Balaain, when 
Wc bleſſed Iſrael by the mou:li of that cove: ous pro- 
nd het; — and thus he neccſſitaled Balaam's aſs, when 
ke 16 Jumb animal reproved his rider's W But 


le- hen, whatever we do, under ſuch neceſſitating im- 
en, | ulſcs, will not be rewarded as our own work, any 

S A ore than Balaam's good prophecy, and his als's 
to ood re proof were rewarded as their own works. 
2. From the above-mentioned paſſages, Mr. T. 
iſs WF ould make us believe, that, ubon the whole, the 
0 cles of God's grace att neceſſarily I: ke charms : 
* t what ſays the ſtream of the ſcriptures? God 
1 


WP c/icd the heart of all the Iſraelites, and ſtirred 
6 1 


and yet, by and by, Peter ſunk, curſed, ſwore, and 


ol the overbearing power; and the ſoul, returning 0 


for you: kts own accord he went unto you.” 


74 ANSWER To Ms. TOPLADY. 


them up to faith: but the effect of that touch Was / 
ſo far from being ab/olutely forcible, that their heart ARG: 
ſoon ſtarted aſide like a broken bow; and, after bay. 


ſe N 
ing been saved in Egypt through /aith, they periſh de ble 


in the wilderneſs through unbeligf.— - Cod gave king Lord se 
Saul a new heart; and yet, Saul caſt away 1, Gard © 
heavenly gift.-----God gave Solomon a wi/e and un. eſe 


derſtanding heart : and yet, Solomon, in his old age 
made himſelf a fooliſh heart, darkened by the love g 
heatheniſh women. God ſtur-d up the heart gf 
Peter to confeſs Chriſt, and to walk upon. the ſea: 


ten! th: 
— an 


che { 


denied his Lord. Awful demonſtrations theſe, 
that, where divine grace works moſt powerfully, 
when its firſt grand impulſe is over, there is an end 


its free-agency, chuſes without neceſſity the good, 
which conſtitutes her rewardable; or the evil, which 
conſtitutes her puniſhable, Of this Mr. Toplady 
himſelf produces a rematkable inſtance, 2 Cor. vii, 
16, 17. Thanks be to God | ſays the Apoſtle] 
who put the ſame earneſt care into the heart of Titus 


If a gentleman, who delights to be in houſes of 
il fame, more than in the houſe of God, ſees, in 
a circle of ladies, one whom he pets of being 
immodeſt, he ſingles her out as one that may ſuit 
his purpoſe ; and to her he makes his bold addreſſes, | 
I am ſorry to obſerve that this is exactly the caſe | 
with Calviniſm unmaſked, We find, in the ſcrip- 
tuies, a few places where God's ſuffering ſome men 
10 do a leſſer evil, in order to prevent, or to puniſh | 
a greater evi], is expreſſed in a ſtrong, figurative | 
manner, which /eems to aſcribe ſin to Him, juſt, 
as in other places, jealouſy, repentance, wrath, and MR * 
Jury, together with hands, feet, ears, and a noſe, | 
are figuratively attributed to Him. Now, as pop:/ht 
zdolatry icreens herſelf behind the/e metaphors, ſo | 
calvinian Antinomuantſm perpetually ſingles out %% | 
mctaphorical expreſſions, Which /eer to make God | 
the author of fin, Accordingly, Arc. 8 
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Arg. LIL. [Page 61, &e.] Mr. T. produces 


theſe words of Joſeph, * It was not you that ſent 
me hither, but God :''—theſe words of Dovid, © The 
Lord ſaid to him (Shimei) curſe David;“ — theſe 
words of the ſacred hiſtorian, * God ha'h appointed 
to defeat the good counlel of Ahitophel, to the in— 
tent that the Lord might bring evil upon Abſalom;“ 
—and theſe words of the prophet, © Howbeit, he 
[the Aſſyrian king, turned looſe upon Ifracl to 
avenge God's righteous quarrel with that hypoc tical 
people j © meaneth not io, neither does his heart think 
ſo: but it is in his heart to dellroy ;''—thele words 
in the Revelation, “God hath put it into their 
hearts [the hearts of the kings who hall hate the 
myltic harlot, and deſtroy her, and burn her with 
fire] to fulhi his will, and to agree, and to give 
their kingdom to the heaſt, till the words of God 
ſhall be fulfilled ;''—and the words of Peter, They 
[the accompliſhers of the crucifixion of Chriſt] were 
gathered together to do whatſoever God's hands, 
and God's counſel had predeſtinated to be done, &c.“ 

With reſpect to the laſt text, if it is rightly * 
tranſlated, it is explained by theſe words of Peter, 

Adds ii. 2. 

* With Epiſcopius, and ſome other learned critics, I doubt 
it is not. Why ſhould it not be read thus? Acts iv. 26.—28. 
„The Rulers were gathered together againſt the Lord, and 
againſt his Chriſt, For of a . againſt thy holy child Jeſus, 
whom thou haſt anointed [both Herod and Pontius Pilate with 
the Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael were gathered together] 
for to do whatſoever thy hand and thy counſel determined before 
to be done.” By putting the clauſe Both Herod, Gc. in a pa- 
rentheſis, you have this evangelical ſenle, which gives no handle 
to the pleaders for ſin. ** Both Herod and Pilate, &c. were 
gathered together againſt the holy child Jeſus, whom thou haſt 
anointed for to do whatſoever thy hand and counſel determined 
before to be done.” | prefer this reading to the common one 
for the following reaſons: 1. It is perfectly agreeable to the 


Greek; and the peculiar conſtrudtion of the ſentence is expres» 
live of the peculiar earneſtneſs with which the Apollle prayed, 


more agreeable to the context. For, if the Sanhedrim was gather - 
ed by God's direction and decree, in order to threaten the Apoſtles, 
G 2 with - 


2. It is attended with no Manichean inconveniency, 3. It is 
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Acts 11, 23, Chrift was delivered by the determi. wing Ip 
nate counſel and foreknowledge of God:“ — b. 8 Ted: 
his gracious counſel, that Chriſt ſhould lay down h Lord let 
lite as a ranſom for all: -- And by his clear fore. and the 
Anowleage of the diſpoſition of the Jews to take tha curſe: 
precious hfe away. This paſſage then, and all theft gindifti 
which Mr. T. has produced, or mey yet produce Ml and lo- 
only Prove: uans W 


1. That God foreſees the evil which is in the yicked 
heart of the wicked, and their future ſteps in pecu - Ahitor 
liar circumſtinces, with ten thouſand times more on © 


clearnels and certainty, than a good huntſman fore. 
lves all the windings, doublings, and ſhifts of an 
hunted fox: and that he ober. rules their wicked 
counſels io the execution of zs own wiſe and hel 
deſigns, as a good rider oyer-rulcs the mad prans 
cings of a vicious horſe, to the diſplay of his per. 
tect fill in borſemanſhip, and to the treading down 
of the enemy in a day of battle, 2. That God 
catcheth the unje in their own craſtinęſs, and tha', 
to puniſh the wicked, he permits their wicked coun. 
ſels to be defeated, and their beſt concerted ſchemes 
to prove abortive. 3. That he frequently tries the 
faith, and exerciſes the patience of good men, by 
letting looſe the wicked upon them, as in the caſe 
of Job and of Cbriſt. 4. That he often puniſhes | 
the wickedneſs of one man by letting looſe upon | 
him the wickedneſs of another man; and that he 
frequently avenges himſelf of one wicked nation | 
by leiting loſe upon it the wickedneſs of another | 
nation. Thus be let Abſalom and Shimei loofe upon 
Divid. Thus, a parable ſpoken by the prophet 
Micaiah informs us, that God, after having let | 
with what propriety could they ſay [ver. £9.] © Now, Lords 


behold their threatenings?” And 4. It is ſtrongly ſupported | * 
by verſe 23, where Peter [after having obſerved ver. 27, 28, r 
N 


are g0 
times 
comin 
ſtance 


according to our reading, that God had anointed his holy child : 
Jeſus to do all the miracles which he did on earth] prays, that, 
now Chrilt is gone to heaven, the effects of this powerful anoint- 
ing may continue, and figns and wonders may ſtill be done by 
the name of his holy child feſus. | 
lying 
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lying ſpirit looſe upon Zedekiab, the falſe prophet, 
jet Zedekiah looſe upon wicked Ahab. Thus the 
Lord let looſe the Philiſtines upon diſobedient Iſrael, 
and the Romans upon the obdurate Jews, and their 
accurſed city ; uſing thoſe wicked heathens as his 
vindictive ſcourge, juſt as he uſed ſwarms of frogs 
and locuſts, when he puniſhed the rebellious Egyp- 
tians with his plagues. 5. That he ſometimes lets a 
wicked man . upon himſelf, as in the caſe of 
Ahitophel, Nabal, and Judas, who became their 
own executioners. 6. That when wicked men 
are going to commit attrocious wickedneſs, he ſome- 
times inclines their hearts ſo to relent, that they 
commit a le/5 crime than they intended. For in- 
ſtance, when Joſeph's brethren were going to ſtarve 
him to death, by providential circumſtances God 
inclined their hearts to /pare his {zfe: thus, in- 
ſtead of deſtroying him, they only fold bim into 


Egypt. 7. With reſpect to Rev. xvii. 17. the 


context, and the full ſtream of the Scripture, rc- 
& quire that it ſhould be underſtood thus: as Gop, 
by providential circumſtances, which ſeemed to Ta. 
W vour their worldly views, ſuffered wicked kings to 
agree, and give their kingdom unto the beaſt, to 
help the beaſt to execute God's judgments upon 
corrupted churches and wicked fates : ſo he will 
peculiarly let thoſe kings looſe upon the whore, and 
they ſhall agree to hate her, and ſhall make her delo. 
late and naked.” | | 
Upon the whole, it is contrary to all the rules of 
criticiſm, decency, and piety, to take advantage of 
the dark conſtruction of a ſentence, or to avail ones 
lelt of a parable, an hyperbole, a bold metaphor, 
or an unguarded ſaying of a good man interwoven 
with the thread of ſcripture-hiſtory; in order to 
make appear | fo far as Calviniſm can] that © God 
worketh all things in all men; even wickedneſs in 
the wicked,” Such a method of wieſting the oracles 
of God, to make them ſpeak the language of Belial 
and Moloch, is as ungenerous, as our inferring 
| 3 trom 
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from theſe words, I do not condemn thee, that Chrighllor, it! 
does not condemn adulterers; that Chriſtianity ey. ſnail 
courages ; and that this ſingle ſentence, taken in z diſpend 
filthy, Antinomian ſenſe, outweighs ail the ſermonl the na 
upon the mount, as well as the holy meaning oN 
the context: for theſe words being fpoken of aa with © 
adultereſs, whom the magiſtrates had not condemned per 
to die, and whom the Phariſees wanted Chriſt to the 7* 
' condemn to be ſtoned according to the law of Moyes, forme 
it is evident that our Lord's words, when taken in! the * 
connexion with the context, cary this edifying the 
weaning. „ am come to act the part of a Sa. calvi 
viour, and not that of a Magiſtrate : if the magiſtrates jail « 
have not condemned thee to be floned, neither do /i'* 
condemn thee to that dreadful kind of death: avail W 
thyſelf of the undeſe; ved reprieve : go, and repent, 
and evidence the ſincerity of thy repentance by /in. 
ning no more.“ Hence I conclude, that all the 


texts quoted by the Fataliſts, prove that God ne. tro 
ceſilates men to fin by his decrees, juſt as John De 
vii. 11. proves that Chriſt countenances the filthy th 
fin of adultery, | wi 

ARG. LIII. Hp. 64.] Mr. T. thinks to demon. * 


ſtrate, that the doctrine of the ab/olute neeeffity of 
all our actions, and conſequently all our fins, is 
true, by. producing St. Paul's caſe as a preacher. , 
+ Though 1 preach the goſpel, I have nothing to MI 
glory of; for Neceſſity is laid upon me, yea, woe | 
is me if I preach not the goſpel,” 1 Cor. ix. 16. | 
Yet»he preached the goſpel freely, &c. Necessity 

therefore, and freedom, are very good friends, not- 
withſtanding all the efforts of Arminianiſm to ſet | 
them at variance.” The Apoſtle evidently ſpeaks IR 
here of a. necesstty of precept on God's part, and 
of duty. on his own part: and ſuch à necess'ty being | 
perfectly confiilent with the alternative of obed:ence, 
or of diſobedience, is allo perfectly conſiſtent with. | 
freedom, and with a day of judgment: and Mr, T. 
trifles when he ſpeaks of all the efforts of Arminian- 
ym, to ſet ſuch a neces ity at variance with freedom: 
| for, 
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vor, it is the diſtinguiſhing glory of our doctrine, to 
maintain both the freedom of the will, and the in- 
liſpenſible necessity of cordial obedience, But, in 
he name of candor and common ſenſe, I aſk, 
x What has a necessity of precept and duty to do 
nM with calvinian necessity, which, in the day of God's 
power, abſolutely necessstates the elect to obey, and 
the reprobates to diſobey; entirely debarring the 
ormer from the alternative of di/obedience, and 
the latter from the alternative of obedience? That 
the Apoſtle, in the text before us, does not mean a 
calvinian, ab/olute neceſſity, it is evident from the 
ez laſt clauſe of the verſe, where he mentions the pos- 
bl of his diſobeying, and the puniſhment that 
1W awaited him in caſe of diſobedience: woe is me, 
„ fays he, if I preach not the goſpel. --- A necessity 
./ precept was laid on Jonah io preach the goſpel 
to the Ninevites ; but this nece/5ity was ſo far 
from eee him to preach, that (like 
Demas, and the clergy who fleece a flock which 

they do not feed) he ran away from his appointed 
work, and incurred the woe mentioned by the 
Apoſtle. Therefore, St. Paul's words candidly taken 
together, far from eſtabliſhing abſolute necestity. 
which admits of no alternative, are evidently ſub- 
verſive of this dangerous error, which exculpates 
the ſinner, and makes God the author of ſin. 

Hence Mr. Welley ſays with great truth that 
it the doctrines of ab/olute predeſtination and cal- 
vintan neceſſity are true, there can be no in; 
ſeeing * It cannot be a fin ina ſpark to riſe, or in 
a ſtone to fall.” And therefore, the reprobate,” 
[tending to evil by the irreſiſtible power of divine 
predeſlination, as unavordably as ſtones tend to the 
center, by the irræſiſtible force of natural gravitation, ] 
* can have no fn at all.“ This is a juſt obſer- 
vation taken from the abſurdity of the doctrine of 
an ab/olute neceſſity, originally brought on by God's 
abſolute and irreſiſtible decrees, Let us ſee how 
Mr. T. ſhows his wit on this occaſion. 

Arg. 
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ARG. LIV. p. 71, 72.] * The reprobate cal . *)" 
have no ſin at 40 Indeed? They are quite fn. ing, 
leſs, are they? As perfect as Mr. Weſley himſelt? Nurns 


O excellent reprobation! 8&c. What then must Nees 
the elec? be? &c, Belides: if reprobates be ſin. N. hin 


leſs---nay, immutably perfect, ſo that they can have By 
n9 /in at all, will it not follow that Mr. Weſley's aL 


Juis 
ab [ure 
think 


own perte&ioniſts are reprobates? For ſurely if 
reprobates may be fines, the ſinleſs may be repro. 
bates, Did not Mr. John's malice outrun his craft, 


when he advanced an objection, &c. ſo ea ly {aySs 
retortible ? ”? ä and 
This logical, not to ſay i/iberal anſwer, is of wal 
a piece with the challenge, which the reader may Jew 


ſee illuſtrated at the end of Sect. I. by my remarks gat\ 
upon a conſequence as juſt as that of Mr. Weſley's: her 
for it is as evident, that it the reprobate are in- 
voluntary Beings" --- Beings abſolutely neceſſitated 
by efcacous, irreſiſtible predeſtination to act as 


they do, they are as really ne, as a mountain * 
of gold is really heavier than a handiul of feathers, p 
And Mr. Welley may believe, that both conſe- | 


quences are juſt, without believing, either that 2e 
wicked are fanlefs, or that there 15 a mountain of | 
gold. On what a ſlender foundation does Logica 
Cenevenſis reſt her charges of craft and maltce | 
And yet, this foundation is as ſolid as that, on which 
ſhe raiſes her doctrines of unſcriptural grace and 
tree-wrath. But Mr. T. advances other arguments. 
ARG. LV. [p. 69. 70.] © The holy Bapiift, 
without any ceremony or {cruple, compared fome 
of his untegenerate hearers to Stones; ſaying, 
God is able even of theſe ones to raiſe up chil. 
dren to Abraham,” &c. *© Ye therefore as live] 
ones, are built up, a ſpiritual houſe, &c.“ The 
(che elect) ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
in the day when I make up my jewels: ”” now, 
unleſs I am vehemently miſtaken, 7ewels are but 
another name for precious ne. Hence, the 
1eader is given to underſtand, that when Mr. Wes» 


ley 
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fer oppoſes the doctrine of abſolute necessity, by 
ſaying, that, It cannot be a ſin in a ſlone to fall, he 
turns * the Bible's own artillery againſt itſelf, and 
gives us too much room to fear that it is as natural 
to him to pervert, --- as it is for - a /tone to ſink,” 

By ſuch arguments as theſe, I could prove tran- 
{1»{lantiation ; for, Chriſt ſaid of a bit of bread, 
Tis is my body. Nay, I could prove any other 
abſurdity I could prove that Chriſt could not 
„ ind, and that his diſciples could not walk : for he 
ly WM days, I am the vine, and ye are the branches: 
and a vine can no more think, than branches can 
walk, --- I could prove that he was a hen, and the 
Jews chickens : for he ſays, that he * would have 
gathered them, as a hen gathers her chickens under 
ber wings.” Nay, I could prove, that Chriſt had 
no more hand in our redemption, than we are ſup- 
poſed by Calviniſts to have in our convelſien; that 
his „ poor free-will [to uſe Mr. Toplady's ex- 
preſſions [page q0.] with reſpect to us] had no em- 
| ploy,” that he was ab/olulely passive, and that” re- 

demption ig as totally the operation of the Fa- 

ther, as the ſevering of ſtones from their native 

quarry, and the erecting them into an elegant build. 

ing are the effeds of human agency.“ If the 

aſtoniſhed reader aſks, how I can prove a propoſition 

ſo ſubyerſive of the gratitude, which we owe to 

Chriſt for our redemption ? I reply, By the very 

ſame argument, by which Mr. T. proves, that we 

are * abſolwely paſſive” in the work of converſion, 
= and that * converſion is totally the operation of 
Cod: that is, by producing paſſages, where Chriſt 
is metaphorically called a fone ; and of theſe there 
are not a few. Thus ſaith the Lord God, Be- 
hold, I lay in Zion a /tone, a tried tone, a precious 
corner f/tone, a ſure foundation,” Iſa. xxviii. 16.--» 
*« Wholoever ſhall fall on this one ſhall be broken; 
but on whomſoever it ſhall fall, ic will grind him to 
powder,” Matt. xxi. 94. The fone which 
the builders rejected is become the head of tie 

| | corner,“ 


ANS 
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corner,” Acts iv. 11. * To whom coming z quot : 
to a living one, &c,“ 1 Pet. ii. 4. If to chem one 


. an 
texts we add thoſe, in which he is compared to book» * 


Foundation, to a rock, and to jewels, or preciou a07a0tag, 
flones, I could demonſtrate [in the calvinian way mind, 
that Chriſt was once as “ abſolutely paſſive“ in valtable 
the work of our redemption as a tone. When 17 the 
conſider ſuch arguments as theſe, I cannot help ro 
wondering at the groſs impoſitions of pagan, popiſh, I out ! 
and calvinian dodtors. I find myſelf again in the Ii of w 
midſt of Ovid's Metamorphoſes. Jupiter, if we a) 
believe the Poet, turned Niobe into a rock. The you! 
tempter wanted Chriſt to turn a fone into bread, I 2nd © 
Logica Romana turns bread into Chriſt, But Lo. note 
gica Genevenſis carries the bell, for ſhe can, even mak 
without the Hocus Pocus of a maſſing prieſt, turn 
Chriſt into a fone. Mr. Toplady far from re. 
canting his argument a lapide, confirms it by the 
following. 

ARG. LVI. [p. 710 A ſtone has the ad- 
vantage of you: man's rebellious heart is, by nature, 
and ſo far as ſpiritual things are concerned, more 
intractable and unyielding than a ſtone itſelf, I may 
take up a ſtone, and throw it this way or that, --» 
and it obeys the impulſe of my arm. Whereas in 
the ſinner's heart, there is every ſpecies of hatred 
and oppoſition to God: nor can any thing, but 
omnipotent power, flay its enmity.” 

I am glad Mr. T. vouchſafes, in this place, to grant, 
that omnipotent power can ſlay the enmity. I hope 
he will remember this conceſſion, and no more turn 
from the Prince of life, to preach up the monſter 
Death, as the flayer of the enmity. But, to come 
to the argument : would Mr, T. think me in earneſt, 
if I a!tempted to prove that a ſtone had [once] the 
advantage of him, with reſpect to getting learning, 
and that there was more omnipotence required to 
make him a ſcholar, than to make the ſtone he ſtands 
upon, fit to take a degree in the Univerſity ? How- 
ever, I ſhall attempt to do it: diſplaying my ſkill in 
orthodox 


voluntary 


{0 rene our own 


more Qiff-neckee» 
2 new ſpirit.” 


Who does not ſee, 


ſuch pallages: gives virth to the {cr 
$ 


of a ted free will, 


from calurme? neceſſity: and from 


„νicient exertion © 


put his good | ſenſe hiſſes it as 2 


hearts, prove 
94 Circumciſe me foreſkin 
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Ax. LVIII. p. 


God ablolutely Works i 


tone has the 
5 


a 


which 


But, God © worketh ALL 
counſel of his own will,” 
4 ALL in very 
o inſinuate, 
of con- 
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auſes all chings; 
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tions of the righteous, and the bad deeds of the 
wicked. Whereas the Apoſtle means only, that al! 
the things which God works, he works them ac. 
cording to the counſel of his own moſt wile, gracious, 
and righteous wie But the things which God works, 
are, in many caſes, as different from the - thing; 
which we work, as light is oe as darkneſs, 
This paſſage therefore, does not prov@calvinian ne- 
ceſſity: for, when God made man, according to the 
counſel of his own will, he made him a yree- agen“, 
and /et before him life and death ; bidding him chuſe 
life. Now, to include Adam's eating of the for- 
bidden fruit, and chuſing death, among the things 
which God worketh, is to turn Manichee with a 
witneſs, it is to confound Crit and Belial; the 
acts of God, and the deeds of „ners. It is to ſup- 
poſe [horrible to think I] that God will ſend the re- 
probates to hell for /:s own deeds, or, if you pleaſe, 
tor what he has ab/olutely wrought in them and by 
them, according to the counſel of his own neceſſitating 
will, This dreadful dotirine is that capital part of 
Calviniſm, which is called ab/olute predeſtination to 
death. If Mr. T. denies, that it is the ſecond pillar 
of his doctrine of grzce, he may turn to Sett, II. 
where he will find his peculiar golpel * upon its leg s." 

I hope I need ſay no mote upon this head, to 
convince the unprejudiced reader, that Mr. T's 
arguments in favour of ca!urnian necefſily are ſrivo- 
lous; and that Mr. Welley advances a glaring 
truth, when he aſſerts, that, On the principle of 
ablolute predeſlination, there can be no tuture judg- 
ment [upon any known f'rinciple of wiſdom, equity, 
and juſtice: ] and that it requires more pains than 
all rationals will be ever able to take, to reconcile 
the doctrine of [calvinzan}] reprobation, with the 
doflrine of a judgment-day. 


SECTION 
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SECTION VII. 


An anſwer to the argument taken from God's pre- 
ſcience, whereby Mr. Toplady tries to prove, 
that the very cruelty which Mr. Weſley charges 


on Calviniſm, is really chargeable on the docs - 


trine of genera] grace, 


R. Toplady is a ſpirited writer. He not only 


tries to reconcile calvinian reprobation with 


divine mercy, but he attempts to retort upon us the 
charge of holding a cruel dodrine. 

ARG. LIX, [p. 47.] But what, if, after all, 
that very cruelty, which Mr. Weſley pretends to 
charge on Calviniſm, be found really chargeable on 
Armmaniſm? I pledge mylelt to prove this—be- 
fore 1 conclude this tract.” And accordingly 
[p. 86, 87.] Mr. Toplady, after obſerving in his 
| way, that according io Mr. Weſley's dottrine, God 
_ offers his grace to many who put-z7 from them, and 


gives it to many who recerve it in vain, and who, 


on this account, are condemned; Mr. Toplady, I 
W ſy, ſums up his argument in theſe words: If 
= God knows, that the offered grace wil be rejected; 


it would be mercy to forbcar the offer, Prove the 


contrary if you are able.“ 

I have anſwered this objection at large, Scripture 
Scales, Sect. XIX. However I {hall ſay ſomething 
upon it here, 1. God's perfections ſhine in ſuch a 
manner as not 10 echple one another. Wiſdom, 
W jultice, mercy, and truth, are the adorable, and 
| well-proporttoned features of God's moral face, if 

I may veniure upon this expreſſion. Now, it, in 
order to magnily his mercy, I thruſt out his w2/Jom 


and Juſtice | as I thould do it I held a lawleſs calvi- 


nian election; ]—or, if, in order to magnify his jzs- 
| {1ce, 
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tice, I thruſt out his mercy and wiſdom | as I ſhould 
do, if I conſiſtently held calvinian reprobation:] 
ſhould I not disfigure God's moral face, as much az 
I ſhould ſpoil Mr. Toplady's natural face, if | 
ſwelled his eyes or cheeks to ſuch a degree, as to 
leave abſolutely no room for his other features? 
The Calviniſts forget that as human beauty does not 
conſiſt in the monſtrous bigneſs of one or to fea. 
tures, but in the harmonious and ſymmetrical pro- 
portion of all; ſo divine glory does not conſiſt in 
diſplaying a mercy and a juſizce, which would abſo. 
Jutely ſwallow up each other, together with wz/dom, 
holineſs, and truth. This would however be the 
caſe, if God, after having wi/ely decreed to make 
ree-agents, in order to diſplay his holineſs, juſtice, 
and truth, by judging them according to their works, 
neceſſitated them to be good or wicked, by decrees 
of abſolute predeſtination to life and heaven, or of 
abſolute reprobation to hell and damnation, 

2. Do but allow, that Gop made rat:onals in 
order to rule them as rationals, namely, by laws 
adapted to their nature; — do but admit this truth, I 
ſay, which ſtands or falls with the Bible; and it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that rationals were made with an 
eye to a day of judgment: and the moment this is 
granted, Mr. Toplady's - argument vaniſhes into 
ſmoke. For, ſuppoſing that God had diſplayed more 
mercy towards thoſe who die in their fins, by forbear- 
ing 10 give them grace and to offer them more grace; 
—or, in other words, ſuppoſing that God had thewn 
the wicked more mercy, by thewing them no mercy 
at all | which by the by is a contradittion in terms; 
yet, ſuch a mercileſs mercy [if I way uſe the ex- 
preſſion] would have blackened his w/dom, over- 
thrown his truth, and deſtroyed his juice. What 
a poor figure, for inſtance, would his zuſtice have 
made among his attributes, if he had ſaid, that he 
would judicially caſt his unprofitable ſervants into 
outer darkneſs, for burying a talent which they never 

had, 


ANSWER To MR. TOPLADY. 


87 


had, or for not receiving a Saviour who was always 
kept from them? And what rationals would not 
have wondered at a Governor, who, after having 
made moral agents in order to rule them according 
to Heir free nature, and to judge them in rigliteous- 
neſs according to their works, ſhould, nevertheleſs 
new himſelf, 1. So inconſiſtent, as to rule them 
by efficacious decrees, which abſolutely neceſſitate 


*- MW ſome of them to work iniquity ; and others to work 
n i righteouſneſs; 2. So unjuſt, as to judge them ac- 
WW cording to the works, which his own binding decrees, 


had neceſſitated them to do; and 3 So cruel and 
unwiſe, as to puniſh them with eternal death, or re- 
ward them with eternal life, according to a ſentence 
| of abſolute reprobation to death, or of abſolute election 
to life, which he paiſed beforehand, witrout any re 
spett to thetr works, thouſands of years before molt 
of hem were born? By what art could fo firange a 
conduct have been reconciled with the tiles of Laws 


_ and Judge of all the earth, which Gop as- 


umes ; or, with his repeated declarations, that jus- 
tice and equity are the baſis of his throne ; and, that, 
in point of judgment, his ways are perfectly equal? 


It Mr. T. ſhould try to vindicate fo ſtrange 


a 


cen, by ſaying, that God could juſtly repro- 
ate to eternal death myriads of unborn infants for 
the fin of Adam; would he not make a bad matter 
worſe; ſince [upon the plan of the ab/olute predes- 
tination of all events] Adam's fin was neceſſarily 
brought about by the decree of the means; which 
decree, [if Calviniſm is true] GoD made in order 
to ſecure and accompliſh the two grand decrees of 
the end, namely, the eternal decree of finiſhed dam- 
nation by Adam, and the eternal decree of finiſhed 


Salvation by Chrijt ? 


The abſurdity of Mr. Toplady's argument may 


be placed in a clearer light by an illuſti ation, 


The 


king, to diſplay his royal benevolence, equity, and 
juſtice, to maintain good order in his army, and 


H 2 


excite his troopers to military diligence, pro 


miles 


to 


oy 
—_ _— * 


ſcheme, which truly and properly deſerves them.“ 


1 — 
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to give a reward to all the men of a regiment of light 10 This 
horſe, who ſhall ride fo many miles without diſmount. ] that lie 
ing to plunder; and he engages himſelf to puniſh and m 
ſeverely thoſe who ſhal] be guilty of that offence ſſl St. Pa 
He foreſees indeed, that many will flight his offered 
rewards, and, incur his thieatened puniſhment: 
neveitheleſs, for the above-mentioned reaſons, he 
proceeds, Some men are promoted, and others are 
puniſhed. A Calviniſt highly blames the king's 
conduct. He ſays, that his Majeſty would have 
ihewn himſelf mere gractous, and would have aſſert. WM {cri} 
ed his ſovereignty much better, if he had refuſed the 
horſes to the plunderers, and had puniſhed them for the 
lighting off horſes which they never had : and that, M wit 
on the, other hand, it became his free-grace to tie 
the rewardable dragoons faſt to their ſaddle, and by 
this means to neceſſitate them to keep on horſe- back, 
and deſerve the promiſed reward. Would not ſuch 
a conduct have marked his Majeſty's reputation with 
the ſlamp of diſingenuity, cruelty, and folly? And 
yet, aſtoniſhing ! becauſe we do not approve of Such 
a judicial diſtribution of the rewards of eternal life, 
and the puntſuiments of eternal death, Mr. Toplady 


fixes the charge of cruelty upon the goſpel which 
we preach; He goes on : 


ArG. LX. [p. 85.] © According to Mr. Wes- 
ley's own lundemental principle of untverſal grace; 
grace itlelf, or the ſaving influence of the Hol 
Spirit on the hearts of men, does and muſt become 
the miniſtration of eternal death to thouſands and 
millions. [p. 89 | Level therefore your tragical 
exclamations, about unmerciſulneſs, at your own 


The thaw of this argument conſiſts in the words 
does and muſt,” which Mr, T. puts in valics, 
1. In the word does: it is a great miſtake to ſay, 
that upon Mr. W's principles, grace itſelf does be- 
come the miniſtration of eternal death to any ſoul. 
It is not for grace, but for the abu/e or neg let of 
grace, and its 3 light, that men are condemned. 

| | „This 
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„This is the condemnation, (ſays Chriſt himſelf.) 
that light [the light of grace] is come into the world, 
and men loved darkneſs rather than light,” And 
st. Paul adds, that * the grace af God which bring- 
eth ſalvation, hath [in different degrees] appeared 
to all men,“ John iii. 19. Tit. ii. 11. There is 
no medium between condemning men for not uſing 
a talent of grace which they had, or for not uſing a 
dent of grace which they never had. Themtormer 
e ſentiment, which is perfectly agreeable to reaſon, 
« I ſcripture, and conſcience, is that of Mr. Weſley: 
dB the latter ſentiment, which contradifis one half of 
the Bible, ſhocks reaſon, and demolithes the doc- 
trines of juſtice, is that of Mr. Toplady. _ 
2. When this gentleman ſays, that God's grace, 
upon Mr. WESLEx's principles, muſt become the 
miniſtration of death te millions, he advances as 
groundleſs a propoſition, as I would do, if J ſaid, 
that the grace of creation, the grace of preſervation, 
and the grace of a preached-goſpel, ab/olutely deſtroys 
millions; becauſe millions, by wiltully abuſing their 
created and preſerved powers, or by neglecting ſo 
gieat ſalvation as the goſpel brings, pull down upon 
themſelves an unnecet{ary, and therefore a % de- 
firaction. — 3. We oppole the docttine of ab/olute 
neceſſity, or the calviniau muſt, as being inſeparable _ 
from Manicheiſm : and we aſſert, that there is no 
needs muſt in the eternal death of any min, becaule 
Chriſt unpaits a degree of temporary ſalvation to 
all, with power to obey, and a promt'e to beſtow 
eternal ſalvation upon all that % obey. How un- 
generous is it then, to charge upon us the very doc- 
trine which we deteſt, when it has no nece//ary con— 
nexion with any of our principles! How irrational 
to ſay, that if our dottrine of grace is true, God's 
grace muſt become the miniſtra ion of death to mil- 
lions! — Ten men have a mortal diſorder ; a phy ſician 
prepares a ſovereign remedy for them all: five take 
it properly and recover, and five, who will not fol- 
low his preſcriptions, die of their diſorder : now, 
4 HK 3 who 
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who but a prejudiced perſon would infer from thence 
that the phyſician's ſovereign remedy is become the 
miniſtration of death to the patients who die, he. 
cauſe they would not take it? Is it right thus to 
confound a remedy with the ob/{znate negled of it} 
A man wz/fully ſtarves himſelt to death with good 
tood before him. I ſay, that his wz!fulneſs is the 
cauſe of his death: no, replies a decreiſt, it is the 
good food which you defire him to take. This 
abſurd concluſion is all of a piece with that of Mr, 
Toplady's. | 1 7 Þ 
ARG. LXI. [p. 89.] © The Arminian ſyſtem, 
repreſents the Father of mercies as offering grace 
to them, who he knows, will only add fin to fin, and 
make themſelves two-fold more the children of hell 
by refuſing it.” ——Indeed is it not the Arminian 
ſyſtem only, that ſays this; 1. All the Caloiniſts, 
who allow that God gave angelic grace to angels, 
though he knew that many of them would fall from 
that grace, and would fall deeper, than if they had 
fallen from a leſs exalted ſtation :—2. Jeſus Chriſt, 
who gave Judas the grace of apoſtleſhip, and re- 
preſents God as giving a pound to his ſervants who 
ſquander it, as well as to thoſe who uſe it properly : 
— and cg. Mr. Toplady bimſelt, who [| notwi:bfland- 
ing his pretended horror for fo ſcriptural a doctrine} 
da es not deny, that God gave the grace of creation 
to thoſe who ſhall pe-1ſh, Now, the grace of crea- 
tion implies ſpotleſs holineſs: and if God could 
once graciouſly give ſpotleſs holineſs to Judas in 
the loins of Adam, why could he not graciouſly re. 
flore to that Apoſtle a degree of free-agency to good, 
that he might be judged according to hes own works, 
and not according to calvinian decrees of finiſhed 
wickedneſs and finiſhed damnation in Adam? But 
— 4. What is ſtill more ſurpriſing, Mr. T. him- 
ſelt [p. 51,] quotes theſe words, which ſo abun- 
dantly decide the queſtion: “Thou, Capernaum, 
which art exalted unto heaven, | by the peculiar fa- 
- you:s and golpel-privileges beltowed upon they.) 
malt 
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halt be brought down to hell; for if the mighty 

MW 1074s which have been done in thee, had been done 

in Sodom, it would have remained unto this day,” 

Mait. xi 2g. Now, I aſk, Why were theſe mighty 

works done in Capernaum? Was it out of {ove — 

to bring Capernaum to repentance ? Or was it out 

of wrath—that it might be more tolerable in the day 

of judgment, for Sodom than Capernaum? There 

is no medium: Mr. Toplady muſt recant this part 

r. Jof the Bible, and of his book; or he muſt aniwer 
one of theſe two queſtions in the affirmative. If 

n, he ſays [as we do] that theſe mighty works, which. 

might have converted Tyre, Sidon and Sodom, wete 

primarily wrought to bring Capernaum to repent. 

ance, he gives up Calviniſm, which ſtands or falls 

with the doctrine of neceſſitating means uſed in order 

to bring about a neceſ/ary end. It he fays [as Cal- 

viniſm does] that theſe mighty works were pyima- 

rily wrought to ſink Capernaum into hell into a 

deeper hell than Sodom, becauſe the end always 

ſhews what the means were uſed for ; he runs upon 

the point of his own objection; be pulls upon hs 

doctrines of grace the very unmercafulneſs, which he = 

charges upon ours, and he ſhews to every unpreju- 1 

diced reader, that the difficulty ariſing from the | 

preſcience of God, with which the Calviniſts think 

to demoliſh the doctrine of general grace, falls upon 

Calviniſm with a double weight. — Mr. Toplady is 

ſenſible that God could never have appeared good 

and juſt, unleſs the wicked had been abſolutely in- 

excuſable, and that they could never have been zu- 

excuſable, if God had condemned them for burying 

a talent of grace which they never had; and there- 

fore Mr. T. tries to overthrow this eaſy ſolution of 

the difficulty by ſaying, 
Ak. LXII. 75 88.] Be it ſo” [that the 

wicked are made inexcuſable 5 a day of grace, and 

temporary ſalyation] * yet, ſurely, God can never 


be thought, knowingly to render a man more inexcu- 
ſable, by taking ſuch meaſures as will certainly 
| load 


porary ſalvation; but out of wiſdom, truth, and 


to admit caloviman reprobation, which renders the 
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load bim with accumulated condemnation, out , 
mere love to that man! - We grant it: and there. 
fore we aſſert, that it is not out of mere love thy 
God puts us in a gracious ſtate of probation, or ten- 


diſtributive ce, as well as out of mercy and love. 
It God theretore, were endued with. no other per. 
fection than that of merczful love, we would give up 
the doctrine of judicial reprobation: for a Got de- 
void of diſtributive juſtice could, and would fave all 
ſinners 1n the calvinian way, that 1s, with a ſalvation 
perfectly finiſhed without any of their works. But 
then, he would neither judge them, nor beſtow 
eternal ſalvation upon them by wey of reward for 
their works, as the ſcripture ſays he will. 

Oh ! how much more reaſonable and ſcriptural 
is it, to allow the dotirine of free-grace, and free- 
will, eſtabliſhed in the Scrzpture-/cales ; and to main- 
tain the reprobation of juſtice ;—an unavoidable re- 
probation this, which 1s perpetually aſſerted in the 
goſpel, and will leave the wicked entirely inexcuſa- 
ble, and God perfectly righteous : — How much 
better is it, I ſay, to hold /uck a reprobation, than 


wicked excuſable and pitiable, as being condemned 
for doing what omnipotence neceſſitated them to do : 
— 2 reprobation this, which ſtigmatizes Chriſt as a 
ſhuffler, for offering to all a ſalvation from which 
moiſt are ab/o/utely debarred ; —a cruel reprobation, 
which repreſents the Father of mercies as an unjuſt 
Sovereign, who takes ſuch meaſures as will unavoid- 
ably load myriads of unborn men with accumulated 
condemnation, out of free-wrath to their unformed 
ſouls. 

Should Mr. Toplady ſay, * That, according to 
the goſpel which we preach, the wicked ſhall certain- 
ly be damned ; and therefore, the difference between 
us is but trifling after all; ſeeing the Calviniſts aſſert, 
that ſome men | namely, thoſe who are eternally re- 
probated by divine Sovereignty | ſhall certainly and 
; | una voidably 
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ynavordably be damned; and the anti. calviniſts ſays 
hat ſome men namely, thoſe who are finally re- 
probated by divine juſtice] ſhall be certainly though 
awoidably damned: .—.1 reply, that frivolous 
as the difference between thele two doctrines may 
appear to thoſe, who judge according to the appear - 
ance of words, it is as capital as the difference be- 
tween avoidable ruin, and unavoidable deſtruction; 
between juſtice and injuſtice between initial elec- 
tion and finzſhed reprobation ; — between ſaying that 
God 25s the firſt cauſe of the damnation of the wick- 
ed, and aſſeiting that they are the firſt cauſe of their 
own damnation. In a word, it is as great, as che 
difference between the north and the ſouth —be- 


tween a goſpel made up of antinomian tree-grace 


and barbarian free-wrath, and a goſpel made up of 
scriptoral free-grace, and impartial, retributive jus- 
tice. 


Upon the whole, from the preceding anſwers it 


is evident, if I am not miſtaken, that, though the 
grand, calvinian objection taken from God's fore- 
inowle/ge, may, at firſt ſight, puzzle the ſimple; 
yet, 11 can bear neither the light of ſcripture, nor 
that of reaſon ; and it recoils upon Calviniſm with 
all the force, with which it is ſuppoſed to attack he 
zaving grace, which has appeared to all men. 


| 4 
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EECTTION IX. 


An anſwer to the charges of robbing the Trinity, 


and encouraging Deiſm, which charges Mr. . 
brings againſt the doctrine of the anti-calviniſts. 


\ ( R. T. thinks his cauſe ſo good, that he ſup- 
po 


ſes himſelf able, not only to ſtand on the 
defenſive; but alſo to attack the goſpel which we 


preach, From his Babel therefore, | his ſtrong tower 


ot Confuſion] he makes a bold ſally, and charges us 


thus: | AKkG. 


* — 
1 a — 4 
* © > ” 5 8 9 .. 
A : . 2 rs , 2 8 * * * 4 2 
” * OY * ark Tr 4 S * 8 . * x 7 . 1 y 4 323 
* —— 2 CSS. 2 : - * - 8 * c \ 
4 =, JS l >» Hat _— 
2 ” 4 * * : J 
” 3 . $i I# D 1 2 — c A 2 
1 22 82 r * 2 TI 2 5 2 
* 1 hs * 8 iy. Maw. 7 . 1 DUETS: 2 — * x * 
x. DS TY as re : 2 2 1 —W r 
* x . 6 Lana, 1 > 5 5 Z 
: g 5 x 4 


94 ANSWER To Ma. TOPLADY. AN 


ARG. LXIII. [p. g91.] *Arminianiſm robs He grace 


Father of his ſovereignity.” — This is a miſtake Maat — 


71gltcous, ſcriptural decrees ; though it ſhudders at 
the thought of imputing to him unſcriptural, cal- 
vinian decrees, more wicked and abſurd, than the 
decrees of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius.——It “ robs 
the Father of his providence: ''—Another miſtake! 
Our doctrine only refuſes to make God the author 
of ſin, and to lead men to the pagan error of Fatal. 
2m, or to the Manichean error of a two-principled 
god, who abſolutely works all things in all-men, as 
a ſhowman works all things in his puppets; fixing a 
e virtue on the good, and nece//ary wicked- 
neſs on the wicked, to the ſubverſion of all the di. 
vine perfections, and to the entire overthrow of the 
ſecond goſpel-axiom, of Chriſt's tribunal, and of 
the wi/dom and juſtice, which the ſcriptures aſcribe 
to God, as judge of the whole earth. 

ARG. LXIV. [ibid.] © It [Arminianiſm] robs 
the Son of his efficacy as a Saviour.” Another | 
miſtake : It only dares not pour upon him the ſhame Þ * 
of being the ab/olute reprobator of myriads of un- 
born creatures, whoſe nature he aſſumed with a gra- 
cious deſign to be abſolutely their temporary Saviour; 
promiſing to prove their eternal Saviour upon goſpel- 
terms ; and, accordingly, he 25 all mankind with 
a temporary ſalvation; and thoſe who obey him, with 
an eternal ſalvation, The efficacy of his blood is 
then complete, ſo far as he ab/olutely deſigned it 
ſhould be. | 

ARG. LXV. [Ibid.] © It [Arminianiſm] robs 
the Shꝛrit of his efficacy as a ſanQtifier.” By no 
means: for it maintains, that the Spirit, vu is 

| the 


tive wrath, an 


and his ſervants, who 


guſand crimes» 
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ally efficacious um thole 


n were 5 ily made enjoy an 20 
day of {alvatioD» hole angels 
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talents, and that he indulges Jews and Chriſtian 
with an holy, peculiar election and calling, of which, 
thoſe who never heard of the Bible, are utterly de. 
prived. I have, myſelf, made this remark in the 
Eſſay on the gratuitous election, and partial repro. 
bation which St, Paul frequently preaches : but the 
argument does not affe& our anti-calvinian golpel, 
For, 1. We do not ſay, that: calvinian election is 
falſe, becauſe it ſuppoſes that God is peculiarly gra- 
cious to ſome men: | for this we ſtrongly aſſert, as 
well as the Calviniſts: ] but becauſe it ſuppoſes, 
that God is /o peculiarly gracious to ſome men, as 
to be ab/olutely mercile/s and unj uſt to all the reſt of 
mankind. | | 

2. That very revelation, which Mr. Sloſs thinks 
we betray to the Deiſts, informs us, that, though 
all men are not indulged with the peculiar bleſſings 
of Judaiſm and Chriſtianiqy, yet they are all chen 
and called to be righteous, at leaſt, according to the 
covenants made with fallen Adam, and ſpared Noah. 
Hence St. Peter ſays, that, © In every natjon, he 
that feareth God, and worketh righteouſneſs, [ac- 
cording to his light, though it ſhould be only the 
loweſt degree of that light, which enlightens every 
man that cometh into the world] is accepted of 
bim: and St. Paul ſpeaks of ſome gentiles, who, 
though they have not the Law of Moſes, or the Law 
of Chriſt, do by nature ſ in its flate of initial res- 
toration, through the feed of lite given to fallen 
Adam in the promiſe] the things contained in the 
law, are a law unto themſelves ; ſhewing the work 
of the law written in tlieir hearts. Therefore, tho? 
there is a gratuiious election, which draws after it, 
a gratuitous reprobation from the bleſſings peculiar 
to Judaiſm and Chriſtianity ; there is no calvinian 
election, which draws after it a gratuztous reproba- 
tion from all ſaving grace, and neceſſarily involves 
the greateſt part of mankind in unavordable damna- 
tion, Hence, if I miſtake not, it appears, that 
when Mr, Sloſs charges us with having contributed 
0 


ANSWER To, Mu. TOPLAD TV. y 


the preyailing Deiſm of ibe preſent time, by fur - 
thing the adverſaries of divine revelation with ar- 
wments againſt Chriltianity,” be [as well as Mr. 
Toplady] gratuitouſly impuies to our doctrine, What 
rally belongs to Cslviniſm. For there is a perfect: 
agreement between the, ab/olute neceſſity of events, 
which is aſſerted by calvinian bound-willers; and 
that whichjis maintained by deiſtical Fatalzſis: and 
it is well known that they horrors of. the abſolute re- 
probation which the Calviniſts fancy they ſee in 
Rom. ix. have-tempted many moraliſts who read 
that chapter with the repiobating gloſſes of Calvin 
and his fullowers, to bid, adieu to revelation ; it 
being impoſſible, that a ſcheme of dottrine Which 
en Gad as the ab/olute Reprobator of myriads 
of unborn infants, ſhould have the Parent o/ Goog, 


* * 


and the God of+ Love, for its author. 
PLLA SES 
. 


An anſwer to the arguments by which XIr. Toplady 
attempts to retort the charge of antmomant/m, 
and to fhew, that Calviniſm 1s more conducive to 


koline/s than the oppoſite doctrine. 


R. HILL aſſerts, that Mr. T. retorts all our 

objections upon us in a moſt maſterly manner. 
Let 90 fe: how he retorts the objection, which we 
make to ab/olute predeſtination — a dottrine this, by 
which neceſ/ary holine/s is impoſed upon the els, 
and neceſſury wickedne/s upon the reprobates ; how 
the fixing unavoidable holineſs upon a minority, and 
unavordable wickedneſs upon a majority of mankind, 
is reconcileable with the glory of divine holineſs, 


Mr. Tord informs us in the following argu- 
ment. 


I ARG, 
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ARG! EXVIL [Page 93, 94:] Calvitiian ** elee PPP 
tron enſures holineſs to a very great part of mankind N 
whereas precarious grace, deriving all its efficac a ue 
Prom- the caprice of free-will, could not enſure ho ?* /a 
Imeſs to any one individual of the whole ſpecies.” ar 
— Had Mr. T. ſtated the cafe properly, he would] ; air 
have ſaid, calvinian election, which enſures ne. do A 
ceſſary holineſs to a minority of mankind; and cal. © wit 
vinian reprobation, which enſures necef/ſary wicked. pings 
neſs to a majority of mankind, promote human || * 1 
ſanctity more than the partial election of grace, which n en 
formerly afforded the Jews, and now affords the a 655 
Chriſtians, abundant helps to be pecultarly holy * 
under their diſpenſations of pecultar grace: — yea, 


more than the imparlial election of juſtice, which, 2 
under all the divine diſpenſations of divine grace, - * 
chu/es the man that is godly, to rewards of grace and 1 . 
glory ;---and more than the reprobation of juſlice, 1 

which is extended to none, but ſuch as bury theit FT 
talent of grace by wilful unbelief and voluntary dis- 5 
obedience. 33 8 


If Nſr. T. had thus ſtated the caſe, according to br 
his real ſentiments and ours, every candid reader 
would have ſeen that our doctrines of grace are far 
more conducrve to human fſanttity than thoſe of 
Calvin: 1. Becauſe Calviniſm enſures human Sanc- 
tity to none of the ele&t : for a ſanttity, which is as 
necefjary io a creature, as motion is to a moved 


* The author of à letter to an Arminzan Teacher [a letter 
this which I have quoted in a preceding note] advances the ſame. 
argument in theſe words, p. 3. The doctrine of eternal” 
[he mcens calvinian]! election“ [ for we believe the Tight, 
godly, eternal election maintained in the ſcriptures] “ concludes 
God more merciful, than the Armin an doctrine of ſuppoſed 
univerſal redemption, becauſe that doftrine which abſolutely 
aſcertains the regeneration, cffettual calling, the ſanfification, 
&e. as well as the eternal ſalvation of an innamerable company, 
Ne. Rev. vii, 9. muſt. repreſent God more mercitul than the 
Arminian ſcheme, which cannot aſcertain the eternal ſalvation 
of one man now living,” &c. As it is poſſible to kill two birds 
with one ftone, I hope that my anſwer to Mr, Toplady will 
ſausfy Mr, M'Gowan, 


puppet, 


T. fays concerning our 
dokteines of graces wich. dd 1 enſure holinels 


o any one indiwidual of the whole ſpecies if by 
« enſured holineſs,” he means 2 certain ſalvallon- 


therefore ſome capacity to enſoy it, nich capacity 
we beheve 10 be inſepatably connetted with a See | 
of Roline /s. Add to this, that our goſpel 2s well as 
Calvinilm. enſures eternal ſalvation e all the adult, 


who make ther elefron of grace jure obedience, 
Chriſt gives eternal liſe in the fulleſt ſenſe of we 
word; and None ſhall pluck them out of has Rand. 


his objettion would have appeared as juſt as the 
rchodomontades of Goliath when he Was to diſpatch 
David. | 
ARG» LXVIII. p. 94˙1 Mr. T. tries do make 
24 


up ſhe antinomian gap? 


ſyſtem, bas 

a right to look upon it 

ing grace bas converted him 10 faith an good works. 

This flimſy ſalvo has quieted the fears of many 
| 1 2 0 
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godly Catviniſts, when the antinomianiſm of the; 
ſyſtem ſtared them in the face. To ſhow the ab 
ſurdity of this evaſion, I need only aſk, has no 
every man a right to believe the truth? If. I am aj 
Solutely elected to eternal life, while I:commit adal 
z tery and murder, while I defile my father's wife, and 
deny my Saviour with oaths and curſes ; why may 
not I believe it ? Is there one ſcripture which com- 
mands me to believe a lie, or forbids me to believe 
the truth ?- Oh but you have no rig] to believe 
. yourſelf elected, i ſanctifying grace has converted 
you to faith and good works.”---Then it follows, 
that as an adult finner, I am not elected to the re- 
ward of the inheritance, or to eternal life in glory, 
tel, I believe and do good works; or it follows, that 
I have no right to believe the truth. If Mr. T. 
affirms, that I have no 72ght to believe the truth, he 
makes himſelf ridiculous before all the world: and 
il he lays, that I am not abſolutely elected, till I am 
converted to faith and good works ; it follows, that, 
every time ] am perverted from faith and good works 
I forfeit my election of juſtice. Thus, under the 
guidance of Mr, T. himſelf, I'eſcape the fatal roek 
of calvinian eleftion, and find myſelf in the ſafe 
harbour of old, practical Chriſtianity : “ Ye know, 
that no whoremonger, nor unclean perſon, nor 
covelous man, hath any inheritance in the kingdom 
of Chriſt and of God: Let no man deceive you 
with vain words. For if I have no T:g/t to believe 
myſelt an heir of God, and a joint heir with Chriſt, 
while I turn whoremonger: it is evident that whore- 
dom deprives me of my right :--much more adultery 
and murder, Hence it appears, that Mr. T. cannot 
prop up the calvinian ark, but by flatly contradict- 
ing Paul, which is a piece of impiety: and by aſſert- 
ing, that elect whoremongers have no right to believe 
the truth while they commit whoredom, which 1s a 
glaring ab/urdzty. | „5 
ARC. LXIX. [p. 95.] After having made up 
the aatinomian gap, by giving up either calvinian 
| election 


me charge of 


ele gion, or the :\conteſtible right which every man 
has to believe the truth, Mr. 


would anſwer, I am a child o 


Free- will : and to- 


6 ignorant children, but men of under- 


fanding ſee mw are counterfeit wings: and in- 


in of him who does all things well, 


his Thomſon [as appears by his ſpeech] Was 


error, does not 


; one who diſcarded the firſt 
; and the doarine 


of Free- grace; and 


effe& our goſpel R 


Nay, We oppoſe ſuch free-wallers, as much as we 
lo che rigid bound-willers, who diſcard che ſecond 


o 


goſpel -AX\OWN, 


in order tO our judicial 


ſalv ation .: 


g. 1 Thowſon had 


and the neceſlity 


to ſincere obedience 


juſtification, and eternal 


been ſober and reaſonable, 


Mr. Weſley might eaſily have made up the pretend- 


ed, antinomtan gap of Arminianilm, five different 


ways 1. By n 


ewing him, that, although free-will | 


may reject a good motion, yet u cannot raife one 


' without free 51200 ” 


morrow I will 
To- morrow 1 
as 0 lays 


To-motrow] = will 


and ſherefore, to ſay To- 


make myſelt a child of God,” is as 
abſurd in a man, as 1 would be in A woman, to lay, 


Will conceive 410 


« 


. 
2 ' 


ne: it is as aprons 


abſolutely | command 
od, 
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God, and he ſhall obey. me.---2. By ſhewing hi gavoida 


his imminent danger, and the horror of His preſent yr. 
ſtate, which he, iimfelf, acknowledges, when hq roP 

lays, *Iama ehild of the devil to-day.“ g. By cal01n4d 
urging the uncertain length of the day of falvation. re 
Grace gives no room to depend upon to-morrow ; (S195 g 
its conftant language being, Now 18 the accepted I he {a) 
time. 4. By preſſing the hardening nature of pre- pilter! 
ſumptuous fin. --- And 5, By dif) pes ing the terrors datei! 


of Juſt wrath, which freq uently ehen Pa Take the mat 
talent from bum. es Brraufe 755 re uſed, I will be not t 


"avenges,” v1 give thee up to thy own luſts, . 10 ek 

a reprobate mind.“ „Thou fool! this night el * 

thy ſoul be required of thee,” 8 1 
(1 


"Theſe are five rational and ſcriptural ways of N 
making up the ſuppoſed, antinomian gap of our Jad) 
goſpel. But if Mr. Thomſon had been a Calviniſt, 
and” Bad ſaid, like Mr. Fullome, © I have had a 
call, and my election is ſafe: as my good works can 
add nothing, to my finiſhed ſalvation, fo my bat 
works can take nothing from it. Satan may pound 
me, if he pleaſe; but Jeſus muſt replevy me. Let 
me wander where I will from God, Chriſt muſt 
fetch me back again, The covenant is uncond:tibn- 
ally ordered in all things and ſure, '* All things work 
for good to the elect.“ “ And if all things, [fays, 
Mr. Hil] © then their very ſins and corruptions 
; are included in the royal promiſe.”---* Whoredom 
= -- and drunkenneſs may hurt another, but they cannot 
: hurt me. God will over-rule fin for my good, and 
bis. glory : Whatever is, is right: for God work- 
eth all things in all men, even wickedneſs in the 
wicked, and how much more in his ele, who are 
his choſen inſtruments!” — If Mr. Thomfon, I 
ſay, had been' a Calviniſt, and had thus ſtood his 
ground in, the antinomian gap, which Calvin, Dr. 
Criſp, Mr. Fulſome, Mr. Hill, and Mr. Toplady 
have made; who could reaſonably have beaten him 
off? Do'not all his concluſions flow from the doc- 


WH trine of ab/olute deckten and finiſhed ſalvation, as 
= unavoidably 
b: 
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© hearty blows,” and fo “ thraſhing” them into cog. 
vittion, or into ſilence, I own that Logica Lenonis 
and Logica Geneven/ts being of a piece, either gf 
them can eaſily seat me out of the field. Arguments 
a lapide are laughable: but I fly before argument; 
à baculo. However, in my retreat, I will venture 
to preſent Mr. T. with the following queries. 
It Zeno, in vindicating Fataliſm, could ſay to à 
thief, that he was abſolutely predefiinated. to /led, 
and to be thraſhed for ſtealing ; is it not more than 
Mr. Toplady can ſay in vindication. of Calviniſm? 
For, upon his ſcheme, may not a man be abfolutely 
predeſtinated, not only 10: ſeal, but alſo to 4/cape 
thraſhing, and to obtain ſalvation by ſtealing ? Mr. 
Toplady is Mr. Hill's ſecond ; and Mr. Hill, in 
his fourth letter, [where he ſhews the happy ect; 
of ſin] tells the public and me, Oneſimus robbed 
Philemon his maſter ; and flying from juſtice, was 
brought under Paul's preaching and converted,” 
Thus Zeno's predeſiniation. failed, and, with it, 
Zeno's argument: for robbery led not Oneſimus to 
thraſhing, but to conver/ion and glory, if we believe 
Mr. Hill. And it Mr. Fulſome is an elect, why 
might he not be guilty of as fortunate a robbery r 
Why might not a ſimilar decree ** fecure and accon- 
pliſu the {ſame evangelical] end by the [ſame 
_ Antinvmian| means?” Mr.®Toplady may prevail 
over us by borrowing Zeno's cane, and the whip of 
Mr. Hill's laſhing footman; but h:s pen will nevet 
demonſtrate, 1. That Calviniſm does not ratonally 
lead all her admiters to the deepeſt mire of ſpeculas 
tive Antinomianiſm: and 2. That when they are 
there, nothing can keep them from wallowing in the 
dirt of practical Antinomianiſm, but an happy in 


conſiſtence between their actions and their peculiar 
principles, 75 | 
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ic law, the law of Moſes, or the law of Grit? 


the evangelical promiſe.” —By no means: for the 
evangelical promiſe, vulgarly called the go tes · 


with regard to the *Fo/þel; it is night in no ſhape; 
it is wrong in ny 


does not ſeruple to call GOD “ the Permitter of 


faw, that a world where free-agents and neceſſary 
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biinſelf glory by diſplaying his vindittive juſtice in 
puniſhing it: for the miniſtration of condemnation 
% GLORIOUS,” This argument has deluded many 
a pious Calviniſt. To overthrow it, I need only 
obſerve, that r2g/hteouſne/s EXCEEDS condemnation 
in glory. | 

In what reſpe& is fin right? Can it be right in 
reſpett of God, it it brings him % glory than righ. 
teouſneſs? Can it be right in reſpect of man, it it 
brings temporal miſety upon all, and eternal miſery 
upon Some? Can it be right in teſpett of e Adam. 


Ceriainly no: for {in is equally the tran greſſion of 
all ibeſe laws. Oh, but it is right with reſpett 10 


tifies of Chriſt, that he is the deſtroyer of fin, and 10 
oſſers us a remedy againſt ſin. Now, if fin were WU 1 
r72ght, the gofpel which remedies it, and Chriſt who a 
deſtroys it, would be wrong. I conclude then, that, 1 
at fin is right, neither with reſpect of God, nor with 


reſpect of man; neither with regard to the atv, nor 


int of view, 
But why did Gos permit it?” Indeed. he 
never properly permitted, unleſs Mr. Toplady, who. 


evil,” can prove, that to forb:d in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, and under the ſevereſt penalty, is the ſame 
thing as to permit. 541 | 

Should you aſk, Why did not Cop abſolutely 
hinder ſim? I tilt anſwer, 1, Becauſe his wi/dom 


agents are mixed, is better [all things confidered ] 
than a world ftocked with nothing but necefary 
agents; i. e. creatures abſolutely hindered from ſiu- 
ning. — 2, Becauſe his 4% ributive juſtice could be 
diſplayed no other way, than by the creation of ac- 


countable free-agents, made with an eye to a day 


of Judgment, — 3, Becauſe it would be as abſurd to 
neceſſitate 


paſſively virtuous, as a diamond is unavoidably and, 


ſecond part of Mr. Toplady's doctrine, that what-- 
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their ways. But ſtill, this inferior praiſe, ariſing. | mur de 
from the condemnation and punſimenl of ungodly over 
 free- agents — this inferior praile, I lay, mixed with terror 
the /upertor praiſe ariſing from the 7u/tzfication and ful e 


rewards of godly. free-agents, will far exceed the 
praiſe, which might have accrued to Gop from the 
unavaidable obedience, and abſurd rewards of ne- 
ce/ſitaled agents, — of angels and . men. abſolutely 
bound to. obey by."a neceſſitating grace, like that 
which rigid bound: willers preach: were we even to 
ſuppoſe, that this forcible grace had calviniſtically 
caught al/ rationals in a net of finiſhed falvation, 
and had drawn them al/ to heaven, as -irrefiſtibly as 
« Simon Peter d ew the net to land full of great 
fiſhes, an hundred and fifty and three.” For, be - 
fare the Laugiver and Judge of. all the earth, the 
unneceſſitated, voluntary goodneſs of one angel, or 
one man, is more excellent than the nece/ary good- 
neſs of a world of creatures, as unavoidably and 


F 


paſhvely bright. 615 5 
Ak. LXXII. [p. 96.] Wich reſpect to the- 


ever is, is right, becauſe * it will anſwer ſome great 
end, &c. in its relation to the whole; “ it is nos: 
thing but logical paint put on a falſe principle, to 
cover its deformity : for error can imitate - Jezebel, 
who laid natural paint on her withered face, to fill 
up her hideous wrinkles, and impoſe upon the ſpec- 
tators. I may perhaps prove it by an illuſtration. 
I. want to demonſtrate that cheating, extortion, liti- 
giouſneſs, breaking the peace, robberies, and murders, 
are all right, and I do it by aſſerting. That they 


* anſwer ſome great ends in their relation to the whole; 


for they employ the parliament in making laws to pre- 


vent, end, or puniſh them; they afford bufinels to. 


all the judges, magiſtrates, lawyers, ſheriffs, con- 
ſtables, jailors, turnkeys, thief-catchers, and execu- 


tioners in the kingdom: and when robbers and 


: murderers 0 


s and 
q ſalvation, 


y the fleet and army 5 
army. We mould ſoon fall into 
\ 0 | | 
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to determine to puniſh them according to their works, 


if they wantonly broke that law; but it could never | 


be riglit in free-agents to break it, unleſs God had 
bound them to do it by making calvinian decrees 
neceſſarily produRiive of fin and wickedneſs. And 
ſuppoſing God had forbid free-agents to ſin by his 
law, and had neceſſitated [which is more than to 
97 them to fin by calvinian decrees; we deſire 
Mr. T. to ſhew how it could have been right in 
God to forb:d ſin by law, to neceſſitate men to ſin 
by decree, and to fend them into eternal fire for not 
keepinga law which he had necęſſitated them to break. 
The unreaſonableneſs of this doctrine brings to 
my remembrance the boldneſs of Mr. T's challenge 
about the calvinian doctrine of Providence—a doc- 
trine this, which aſſerts that God — neceſſi- 
tales ſome men to /n and be damned. See Set. ii. 
ARG. LXXIII. | Page 73.] Upon the plan 
of Mr. Weſley's conſequence, the wretch was not 
a fool, but wiſe, who ſaid in his heart there 1s no 
God. I defy the Pelagian to ſtrike out a middle 
way between Providence and Chance,” [i. e. be- 
tween Chance and the calvinian notions of a Prodi- 
dence, which abſolutely predeſtinates fin, and necęſſi- 
tales men and devils to commit it,—&c.] Why 
did the heathens themſelves juſtly deem Epicurus an 
Atheiſt ? Not becauſe he denied the being of a 
God (for he aſſerted that :) but becauſe he denied 
the agency of God's univerſal Providence.” 
From chis quotation it is evident, 1, That Mr. 
T. indirectly charges us with holding an Epicurean, 
atheiſbical docttine about Providence, becauſe we 
abhor the doctrine of a Predeſtination which repre- 


ſents God as the author of fin. — And 2, That he 


deſires or challenges us to point out a middle wa 
between the ather/tica! doctrine of Chance, and the 
calvinian doctrine of Providence. 
is too important to be diſregarded: an anſwer to it 
will conclude the argumentative part of this tract. 


There 


This challenge 
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ſin :—a great variety this, which includes all God's 


threatnings and promiſes; all his exhortations and 


warnings ; —all the checks of our conſciences, and | 


the ſtrivings of the Holy Spirit ;—all the counſels of 
good men, and the exemplary puniſhment of the 
wicked; together with the tears and blood of Chriſt, 
and the other peculiar means of grace, which God 
has appointed to keep Chriſtians from ſin, and to 
ſtrengthen them in the performance of their duty. 
2. When fin is committed in the intention, God 
frequently prevents the outward commiſhon, or the 
full completion of it, by peculiar interpoſitions of 
his Providence. Thus he hindered the men of 
Sodom from injuring Lot, by ſtriking them with 
blindneſs :--he hindered the Egyptians from enſlaving 
the Iſraelites, by drowning them in the Red Sea :--he 
| hindered Balaem from curſing Iſrael, by putting a 
bridle in his mouth :—he hindered Jeroboam from 
hurting the prophet who came out of Judah, by 
drying up his royal hand, when he ſtretched it forth, 
ſaying, lay hold on him :—he hindered Herod from 
deſtroying the holy child Jeſus, by warning Joſeph 
to fly into Egypt, &c. &c. The ſcriptures, and 
the hiſtory of the world, are full of accounts of the 
ordinary and extraordinary interpoſitions of divine 
Piovidence, reſpecting the detection of intended 
miſchief, and the preſervation of perſons and ſtates, 
whom the wicked determined to deſtroy : and to go 
no farther than England, the providential diſcovery 


of the gunpowder plot, is as remarkable an inſtance 


as any, that God keeps a watchful eye upon the coun- 
ſels of men, and confounds their devices when ever 
he pleaſes. = f 

3. During the commiſſion of ſin, God's Provi- 
dence is engaged in marking it, in ſetting bounds to 
it, in ovei-ruling it in a manner quite contrary to 
the expectation of ſinners. Thus when Joſeph's 
brethren contrived to get money by ſelling him in- 
to Fgypt, God contrived the preſervation of Jacob's 


bouſehold.— Thus, when Haman contrived a gallows 
_ to 


750 af 7 9 * We 


wie 8 ES M61. 2 4 Fo Wy waz 4 "= X n p 2 

$* "of "> * bogs, . 3 6.0: * - X 7 Mt 8 
is. Lad A de es”; MF. + 2 3 1 3 
* * : * = Þ 2 — 8 


fs td. bs ES. en... = - l — _— 
SEEGER 2 2. 
* * fy WY n 11 n * 1 1 
> on A * « 28-3 * <0 4 
* ” 4 N 1 


114 ANSWER ro Ma. TOPLADY. 


finally impenitent to deftruftion, and all to ſome 


degree of puniſhment... By what an amazing train 
of providential drſpenſations were Joſeph's brethren, 
for inſtance, brought to remember, lament, and 
ſmart for their cruel behaviour to him! And how 
did God, by various afflictions, bring his rebellious 
people to confider their ways, and to humble them- 
ſelves before him in the lands of their captivity ! 


What amazing work had divine Providence in check- 
ing, and puniſhing the fin of Pharaoh in Egypt; 


— that of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs ; — that of 
David and his houſe in Jeruſalem---and that of Ne- 
buchadnezzar and Belſhazzar in Babylon! 
Evangelically and providentially opening the way 
for the return of ſinners, and repaying obdurate 
offenders to their face, make one half of God's 
works, as he 1s the gracious and righteous Governor 
of men. We cannot doubt it, if we take notice 
of the innumerable means, by which converſons and 
duniſhments are brought about. To touch only upon 
puniſliments : ſome extend to the ſea, others to the 


land: ſome ſpread over particular diſtricts, others 


over whole kingdoms : — ſome affect a whole 
family, and others a whole community: — ſome 
affect the ſoul, and others the body :—ſome fall only 
upon one 4limb, or one of the ſenſes; others upon 
the whole animal frame, and all the ſenſes ::— ſome 
affect our well-being, others our being itſelf :--. ſome 
are confined to this world, and others extend to a. 
future Rate : - ſome are of a temporal, and others 
of an eternal nature. Now, ſince Providence ſ in 
ſubſerviency to divine juſtice] manages all theſe 


puniſhments and their innumerable conſequences, 


how miſtaken is Mr. T. when he inſinuates, that 


our doctrine ſuppoſes God to be an idle ſpectator 


while fin is committed ! 


5. With reſpe& to. the gracious tempers of the 


righteous, we believe that they all wow - though 
I 


without calvinzan neceſſity] from * the free gift 
which is come upon all men, and from the light 
| whic 
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which enlightens every man 

wall ATT their good works, we are ſo far 
from excluding divine grace and Providence, in 
order to exalt abſolute free-will, that we 2 ert, 
Not one good work would ever be begun, continued, 


or ended, it divine grace within us, and divine 


Providence without us, did not animate our ſouls, 


pany, and follow us thro” the V ole. And yet, 
*1 all moral, and in man) natural ations, Wwe dre as. 


6. Wich regard to the families and kingdoms of 
this world, We aſſert, that God's Providence either 
baffles, controls, or ſeis bounds tO me back deſigns 
of the wicked: Fhilſt it has the principal hand. in 
facceeding che good deſigns ol the righteous, 25 
often as they Dave any fuccels : for, except the Lord 
heep the city, 35 well as the watchman, the watc 


courſe of nature. WA believe Wat it 1s ordered by 
his unerring counſel. In order tO maintain order 


rable laws of auraction, ! ulſion, generation, fer- 
an qiſſolution. And his 
rovidential power and watchfulneſs are [ibougÞ 


laws; except when bo proper occaſions] be ſuſ- 

his own natural decrees ; and 
then fire may ceaſe to burn iron to Gnk in water; 
and huyngl) ions, to devour their helpleſs prey; 
Nay, at the beck of OmnpRenees a widow's cruſe 
of oil, and barrel of meal, ſhall be filled without 
the help of the olive tree, and the formality of a 


and a green figree mall inſtantly be dried up: 

gatmenis in daily uſe ſhall not wear out in forty 

years a prophet ſhall live forty days without food; 
| | ihe 


in the univerſe, his providentia| wiſdom made admi- 


growing harveſt ;---2 rod ſhall ſuddenly bloſſom,. 
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---the liquid waves ſhall afford a ſolid walk to a be- 


lieving Apoſtle ; --- a fiſh ſhall bring back the piece 


of money which it had ſwallowed --- and water ſhall 
be turned into wine without the gradual proceſs of 
vegetation. | | . 

II Mr. T. does us the juſtice to weigh theſe fix 
ob ſervations upon the prodigious work, which God's 
Providence carried on in the moral, ſpiritual, and 
natural world, according to our doftrine ; we hope 


he will no more intimate, that we athez/izcally deny, 


or heretically defame that divine attribute. 

To conclude : we exactly ſteer our courſe between 
rigid free-willers, who ſuppoſe they are independant 
on God's Providence; and rigid bound-willers, who 
fancy they do nothing, but what Fate or God's Pro- 
vidence abſolutely b:nds them to do. We equally 


_ deteſt the error of Epicurus, and that of Mr. Top- 


lady. The former taught, that God took no notice 


of ſin; the latter ſays, that God ey. An per- 


miſſions, and irreſiſtible decrees, abſolutely neceſſitates 
men to commit it. But we maintain, that although 
God never abſolutely necefitated his creatures to fin; 
yet his Providence is remarkably employed about fin 
in all the above-deſcribed ways. And if Mr. Top- 


lady will call us defamers of divine Providence, and 


Atheiſts, becauſe we dare not repreſent God, dirett- 
ly or indirectly, as the author of fin; we rejoice in 
ſo honourable a reproach, and humbly truſt that this, 
as well as all manner of ſimilar evil, is raſhly ſaid 
of us for righieouſneſs ſake. _ . 
; s | 2252 | 
%% ( ( 

Some encouragement for thoſe, who, from a princi- 
ple of conſcience, bear their teſtimonyagainſt the 

Antinomian doctrine of calvinian election, and 

the barbarous dodtrine of calvinian reprobation. 


Humbly hope that I have, in the preceding 


pages, contended for the truth of the goſpel, and 


the honour of God's perfefticns. My conſcience 
VVV bears 
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reverence for that flupendous dogma, be not carried 
away by their number, or biaſſed by their ſhouts, 
Remember that all Iſrael, and good Aaron at their 

bead, danced once around the golden calf : - that 

deluded Solomon was ſeen bowing at the ſhrine of 

Aſhtaroth, the abomination of the Sidomans: -- 

that all our godly fathers worſhipped a conſecrated 

wafer 400 years ago: that all the world wandered 

after the beaſt: - and that God's choſen people went 

a whoring with their own inventions, and once ſa- 

crificed their ſons and their daughters to devils upon 

the altar of Moloch. --- Conſider this, I ſay, and 
take courage: be not afraid to * be pilloried ina 
preface, flogged at a pamphlet's tail,” and treated as 

a knave, 3 or a blaſphemer, thro' the whole 
of the next Vindication of the “ deiſied decrees, 
which are commonly called Calviniſn. This may 
be thy lot, if thou dareſt to bear thy plain teſtimony 
againſt the Antinomian idol of the day. 

Nor ſay that thou art not in Italy, or Portugal: 
but in a proteſtant-land, a land of liberty-.-in Eng- 
land : for thou mighteſt meet with more mercy from 
reprobating prieſts in popiſh Naples than in ortho- 
dox Ceneva. Being ſome years ago in the former 
of thoſe cities, among the fine buildings which I 
viewed, one peculiarly drew my attention. It was 
a towering monument ſeveral ſtories high, erected 
by the Jeſuits in honour of the Virgin Mary, 
whoſe image flood on the top of the elegant ſtruc- 
ture. But what ſurpriſed me moſt, was an Italian 
inſcription engraven upon a ſtone of the monument, 
to this purpoſe : © Pope Benedict the XIVth. grants 
a plenary mdulgence to all thoſe, who ſhall honour 
this holy image; with privilege to deliver one ſoul 


this inſcription in my pocket-book, and dropped to 
my fellow-traveller an innocent irony about the 
* Mr, T. calls them The Decrees of God, and it is an axiom 
among the Calviniſts, that “God's decrees are God himſelf.” 
abſurdity 


out of purgatory, every time they ſhall pay their 
reſpects to this immaculate mother.“ While I copied 
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abſurdity of this popiſh decree ;* two or three prieſts 
paſſed by: they ſmelt out our hereſy, looked dif- 
pleaſed, but did not inſult us. Mr. Weſley took 
ſome years ago a ſimilar liberty with a literary monu- 
ment erected in myſtic Geneva, to the honour of 
abſolute reprobation. He ſmiled at the 3 of 
calvinian bigotry; and not without reaſon: ſince 
popiſh bigotry kindly ſends a ſeul out of purgatory,. 
if you reverence the black image, which is pomp- 
ouſly called the immaculate Mother of God: whereas 
calvinian bigoiry indirectly ſends to fell all thoſe, 
who ſhall not bow to the doctrinal image, which ſhe 
calls Divine Sovereignty, upon as good ground, as 
ſome ancient devotees called the appetite of Bel 
Baal] and the Dragon Divine VORACITY. 
He [Nr. Weſley] added to bis ſmile the publica- 
tion of an ironical reproof. A gentleman, who ſerves 
at the altar of ab/olute Reprobation, caught him in 
the fact, and ſaid ſomething about * tranſmitting 
the criminal to Virginia or Maryland, if not to 
Tyburn.“ * But free-wrath yielded to free-grace, 
Caluinian mercy rejoiced over orthodox judgment. 
Mr. Weſley is ſpared, The Vindicator of the 
doctrines of grace,” after * wrapping his knuckles"? 
--- * pillorying” * in a preface---and flogging” 

im again and agatn in two pamphlets, and in a 
huge book, with tenderneſs peculiar to the Houſe 
of Mercy, where popiſh reprobation checks proteſt- 
ant Heteſy ;---the Vindicator of Proteſtant Repro- 
bation, I ſay, has let the grey-headed heretic go with 
this gentle and civil reprunand : [p. 10. | Had 


] publicly diſtorted and defamed the decrees ol 


God :”' | ſhould it not be? had I held out to public 
view the abſurdity of the imaginary decrees by 
Calvin: ]--« had I moreover advanced ſo many miles 
beyond boldneſs, as to lay thoſe diſtoitions and 
defamations at the door of another :' | ſhould it 
not be? had I moreover ironically aſſeried, that 
monſtrous conſequences neceſſarily flow from monl- 


„See Mr, Toplady's letter to Mr, Weſley, p. 6. 
trous 
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bad rather let the antient offender paſs unchaſtized 


than foil my hands in the operation.” As Mr, 


Weſley is fo kindly diſmiſſed by Mr. Toplady, I 


muſt alſo diſmiſs thee, genile Reader, and leave 
thee to decide, which is moſt likely to convert thee. 
to calvinian reprobation, Urbanitas or Logica Gene- 
venſes; --- the Courteſy of our Opponents, or their 
eSrguments. 

In the mean time, if thou deſiteſt to know how 
near calvinian eleclion comes to the truth, and what 
is the reprobalion which the ſcripture maintains, 1 
promiſe thee “ An Eſſay on the partzal election of 

race, and on the impartia / election of juſtice: *' --» 
A double Eſſay this, that will, I rruſt, unfold the 
difficulties, in which prejudiced divines, and ſyſtem- 
makers have, for theſe fourteen hundred years, in- 
volved the fundamental doftrine of election, And, 
it that piece does not end the controverſy, [ which, 
conſidering the prevalence of bigotry, is not to be 
expected in our days} I flatter myſelf that it will, 
at leaſt, check paity-ſpirn, reconcile judictous pro- 
teſtants to one another, and give ſome uſetu] hints 
to more feſpectable divines, who in happier days, 


Ws. + will exert themſelves in the total extirpation of the 


errors, which diſgrace modern Chriſhanity, _ 
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